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DEDICATION 


To those who read about the Morisco Ricote, such as written by the 
great Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra in his 


Don Quixote, Volume IT (1615) 


Foreword 


Ounce you know the history of the Morisco Ricote such as written in 
1615 by Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, the author of Don Quixote, 
Volume II, then you realice that the Ricote Valley became a very 
famous place in the XVII century. In those years Blanca, with more 
than 1000 inhabitants, was the biggest village of that area that 
covered the six villages: Abaran, Blanca, Ojos, Ricote, Ulea and 
Villanueva de Segura. 


Today Blanca remains with 6000 inhabitants a small village in 
comparision with other towns and the advantage is that we so still 
can observe an Islamic sphere in this zone. The Town council of 
Blanca is doing its utmost to preserve the natural zones. This 
resulted in long-term solutions in protecting the natural and cultural 
heritage of part of the Ricote Valley. Today we see an increasing 
tendence for ecotourism in this zone. Blanca has a nice river that 
gives you the opportuity to practice rafting between the towns of 
Cieza and Blanca. There are other outdoors activities, such as hiking, 
cycling and climbing. 


Blanca is the ideal place for the slow movement, to enjoy the charm 
of its landscapes and to relax and live better. One cannot hurry the 
act of creation. Maybe this is a reason that we find in this village so 
many painters. They all need pace, slowness, silence to be creative 
and productive. I came from Holland, 40 years ago, and hated in that 
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country the long queues of cars, the great haste of the people. 
During my travels to many foreign countries as a result of 
international business I came to the conclusion that there for me are 
only two places to live well: Haiwai and Blanca. 


Directors of the companies here and abroad complained that I was 
never available on my mobile, but I forced myself not to be in a 
hurry. There is an email to inform me the events, because I need 
time for thinking and creating. I came to the conclusion that hurry is 
not necessary to earn money for living. Many earlier friends in 
Holland became a burnout and when we realize that 900.000 people 
in the Netherlands have a burnout then it becomes clear that 
something is going wrong in this society..Unfortunately, Spain is 
going in the same direction because today we live with 18% more 
hurry than years ago. 


And of course living in fast-forward takes a grim toll on the 
environment. Happily, there is a new tendence that began in the 
United States: ,,back to nature” or ,,get back to nature” is now the 
slogan. 


And patience, when living in Blanca, is a must have. Things move at 
a naturally slower pace down here. It is one of the reasons people 
escaped the hectic hamster wheel type of life they were living. They 
wanted slowness and they wanted it now! They wanted lots and lots 
of slowness. A Whatever, Whenever type of attitude, the Spanish say 
it so well, manana man !! 


The Ricote Valley, in which Blanca lies, is a country within the 
country Spain; with its own mentality and having still traces of the 
Islamic culture centuries ago. “If God wills” (Si Dios Quiere), and 
“Walk with God” (Anda con Dios). Maybe the latest expression had 
to do with the Arabic dialect in Morroc where they say: ““Go where 
God makes you go” (Anda donde el Dios te hace caminar). “Walk 
with God” is the greeting you still hear in Blanca. 
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Briefly said, Blanca is a small village with warm people where 
slowness and nature still exist and where hospitality is one of its 
strong points. 


Having been in international business for 40 years I have felt the 
need to write this book in many lenguages. I am of the opinion that 
people abroad should know the first and last Islamic place in Spain, 
known as the Ricote Valley to which Blanca belongs. 


Govert Westerveld 
Hispanist and Cronicle of Blanca 


Blanca 
Foto: Govert Westerveld 


For more information direct yourself to: 


Municipal Tourist Office 

Avenida Rio Segura — 

Centro de Interpretacion de la Luz y el Agua 
30540 Blanca (Murcia) Spain 

Telephone: 34 968 775 093 

Fax: 34 968 778 661 

Mobil: 34 649 928 851 

Email: turismovallericote@gmail.com 


Websites: 

http://www.turismovallericote.com/ 
http://www.amigosdelvalle.es/ 
https://www.facebook.com/valle.dericoteinagotable 


Municipal Tourist Office 
Foto: Govert Westerveld 
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Coat of Arms of Blanca 
(Luis Lis6n Hernandez) 
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Town Council of Blanca 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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Rafael Laorden Carrasco, Mayor of the village 
Courtesy of: Town Council of Blanca 
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Esther Hortelano, Councilwoman of Culture 
Courtesy of: Town Council of Blanca 
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The Dreamers 


From left to right: 

-Govert Westerveld: former businessman, Hispanist, Fellow of the Royal 
Academy of Alfonso X "the Wise", specialist in the Moriscos, and chronicler 
of Blanca. 

-Antonio Molina Mellado: manager of the Association “amigosdelvalle” and 
the company "Valle de Ricote inagotable” promoting the RICOTE VALLEY 
and the TOWNS IN THE REGION OF MURCIA. 

-Alvaro Pefia: painter and cartoonist with a degree in political science and 
sociology, alternating his work between painting, comics, and cartoons. He is 
Fellow of the Royal Academy of Alfonso X "the Wise", has taught various 
courses in painting, illustration, and comics. He obtained the Institutional 
Solidarity Award (Madrid 2010) awarded by FEBHI. He was selected for the 
Innocent Prize 2011 of the Foundation Inocente, inocent. 

-Angel Rios Martinez: former professor of secondary education in Blanca, 
musician, great organizer of official events, specialist in the Moriscos, 
chronicler of Blanca, and librarian of the Association of Official Chroniclers 
of the Region of Murcia. 
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And so, my fellow Americans: 
ask not what your country can do for you, 


ask what you can do for your country. 


—John F. Kennedy, inauguration address, January 1961. 
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BLANCA (Murcia) 


Blanca is a Spanish municipality located in the Vega Alta del 
Segura in the region of Murcia. It belongs to one of the six 
municipalities of the Ricote Valley (Valle de Ricote) together with 
Abaran, Ojos, Ricote, Ulea, and Villanueva de Segura. Blanca 
neighbours in the north with the municipality of Abaran, in the south 
with those of Ulea and Ojos, in the east with the municipalities of 
Molina de Segura and Fortuna,-and in the west with the municipality 
of Ricote. Blanca covers the area of 87.7 km*, its average altitude is 
233m, and the village has 6,489 inhabitants, according to the INE in 


2011. 
Abana) Jam. 
oe vy Callosa on 


\ de Segura ‘< 


Almoradi Fugenaa 
Orihuela = “eeiates ( 


Ceuti 
Molina; de -/Santomera Bigastro” 


Las Torres Segura’ a> 
‘de Cotillas _ q 


nee Pi, 
Aicantariia~ Murcia ~ 


Road Communications 

The main road communication near Blanca is the A-30 motorway 
(Albacete, Murcia). The A-33 between Fuente la Higuera and Blanca 
is currently being built. This motorway will improve connection to 
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Valencia. From Murcia Blanca is accessible by the A-30 motorway, 
exit 111 Blanca-ffcc rail station, from Madrid through exit 110 of the 
A-30 motorway or by the main road N-301. From Valencia one can 
drive to Blanca through the intersection of the future A-33 motorway 
to the A-30 motorway or via the main road N-344. 


History 


We have to go to the year 713 with the arrival of the Arab conquest 
for finding permanent human presence in the town of Blanca. The 
first testimony brings us the remainder of its castle dating from the 
twelfth century. In the thirteenth century it was known by the name 
of Negra, apparently because of the color of the black mountain near 
the castle and population center. This castle was built between 1155 
and 1171 by the first King of Murcia, Muhammad ibn Mardanis, 
known as the Wolf King. 


The castle of Blanca 
Courtesy of: Town Council of Blanca 
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Patio 
Public Domain 


The historical connection to form part of the Moorish Ricote Valley 
was found in 1228 during the insurrection led by Ibn Hud from 
Ricote against the Almohads. However, after his death ten years later 
anarchy and lawlessness propagated in the Kingdom of Murcia, 
causing the Alcaraz Pact signed with Castile in 1243, which required 
submission to.the Crown as a protectorate and respecting and 
guaranteeing the possessions and Muslim traditions in change of 
vassalage to the Castilian king. Once Alfonso X had been instated 
on the Castilian throne and after breaking some clauses of the Treaty 
the Mudejar population revolted between 1264 and 1266. After 
suppressing the revolution Alfonso X gave the Ricote Valley 
population the Jurisdiction of the city of Murcia, being thus included 
in the territory of the city. With the death of Fernando de la Cerda, 
the eldest son and Castilian heir, the struggle began for succession to 
the throne of Castile. The struggle was between Fernando's sons, the 
infants de la Cerda, and his uncle, the son of Alfonso X, the Infante 
Don Sancho. In a document dated March 25 1281 the future Sancho 
IV promised to reward the Order of Santiago by donating the Ricote 
Valley including Negra (Blanca) if it helped him in his struggle for 
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the crown. When being proclaimed king in Seville on November 19 
1285, Sancho IV fulfilled his commitment and gave to the Order of 
Santiago the Ricote Valley, their neighbourhoods, villages, and 
places for the support provided (1). 


_ Ibn Hud 
(c) Alvaro Pefia Saez 


Peace did not last long in the Ricote Vally because James II of 
Aragon invaded the Kingdom of Murcia in 1296 to reward himself 
for the help given to the other party, i.e.| the Infants de la Cerda, in 
the struggle for succession to the throne against his uncle. During 
this occupation Negra and its castle were given to the counselor 
Bernardo de Sarria, although the santiaguista commander of Ricote 
claimed to replace them to John Osores on 19 September 1303. The 
last time the name of Negra is stated in a document is in the year 
1315. The change of the name Negra to Blanca probably took place 
between the years 1353 and 1362 by the influence of Dona Blanca 
de Borbon, Queen of Castile, who was abandoned by King Pedro I 
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and defended by Fadrique, Master of the Order of Santiago, and by 
Sancho Sanchez de Moscoso, the santiaguista commander of Ricote 


(2). 


Arabs in Blanca 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


In 1382 Blanca appeared for the first time under the name of Blanca. 
The Advancer (Counselor) of the Kingdom of Murcia, Martin 
Alonso de Valdivieso, required the freedom of a Moor from Blanca 
who was captured upon request of a Jew of Elche. (3). 


Unfair events could not stop the war instability in the middle 
decades of the fifteenth century. It caused the abandonment of 
Blanca's people marching with the troops of the King of Granada 
after a foray into the Kingdom of Murcia. Thereafter, after 
demanding tax benefits, Blanca's people returned. After the bloody 
sack of Cieza in 1477, which left the villages depopulated, the 
inhabitants of Blanca again left their village. They returned again in 
1492 after the conquest of the Kingdom of Granada. The domain of 
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the Order of Santiago on Blanca and the rest of the Ricote Valley 
would be extended until the nineteenth century. 


Fadrique, Master of the Order of Santiago 
and Blanca de Borbon, queen of Castile 
Painting of Luis Molina (Blanca) 


In order to improve the performance of their lands in the early years 
of this domain the Order convinced the Mohammedans of Blanca to 
convert to Christianity before the new law in 1501. They were now 
called new Christians. The Mohammedans converted after the new 
law of 1501 were called Moors. In 1507 the Catholic Monarchs gave 
instructions to build churches in place of the old mosques (4). 


With this conversion to Christianity the Muslim population hoped to 
get rid of the fiscal pressures to which they were subject all the time. 
However, their frustration was great seeing that this was not the 
case, and this provoked a violent uprising of the Moorish population 
throughout the Valley in 1517.-This rebellion was suppressed and 
repressed a year later. 


Throughout the sixteenth century Blanca experienced a significant 
increase in population of the village. Philip Il, always lacking money 
due to his wars, arranged a new strategy for obtaining money: 
creating municipalities. Consequently on 10 August 1591 Blanca got 
from Philip II the status of a municipality at the cost of 2,400 ducats. 
The expulsion of the new Christians of the Ricote Valley - now 
suddenly called Moriscoes - decreed in 1613 by Philip III left the 
lands of Blanca in ruins. Blanca was left with only 300 people (5), 
due to the forced exodus of its inhabitants. However, 10-15 years 
later 45% of its inhabitants returned to their lands (6). Miguel de 
Cervantes Saavedra wrote at length about the Moorish Ricote Valley 
through the figure of Morisco Ricote (7). Many authors thought that 
the Morisco Ricote came from Esquivias or Albacete, but Govert 
Westerveld, one of the two chroniclers of the town proved that the 
Morisco Ricote came from the Ricote Valley (8) as confirmed in 
2010 by Professor Francisco Marquez Villanueva (9). Back in the 
Golden (18") Century of Murcia Blanca began to recover its loss of 
the population, moving from 700 inhabitants in 1713 to 1378 in 
1786, according to the Census Floridablanca. The present church 
dedicated to St. John the Evangelist was rebuilt at the end of the 
seventeenth and the beginning of the eighteenth century by the 
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stonecutter brothers Lucas and Antonio de la Lastra. The building 
was finished in 1717. 


Expulsion of the Moriscos of Blanca 
(c) Painting of Luis Molina of Blanca 


After the War of Independence (1808-1814) Blanca's privilege was 
ratified by King Ferdinand VII in 1819. Nine years later the 
Kingdom of Murcia was hit by an epidemic of yellow fever and 
Blanca was elected by the Chapter of the Cathedral of Murcia as a 
refuge from the disease, and through the intercession of St. Roch the 
fever did not reach Blanca according to tradition. St. Roch was 
named as the pattern of Blanca seeing the results of praying of the 
inhabitants from Blanca to him. Freed from control by the Order of 
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Santiago, in 1851 and after the revolutionary events and the 
restoration of the monarchy of Canovas del Castillo in Alfonso XII 
Blanca faced the beginning of the new century better prepared than 
some of the surrounding municipalities. In 1856 the inhabitants 
arranged building of a new bridge over the River Segura. In 1869 a 
rural road was finished to connect the city with the railway station. 
In 1894 public lighting was installed. Also in 1894 Blanca suffered 
several collapses from the hillsides destroying several buildings, 
including a home-hospital and shelter for the poor. The result was a 
complete change of the landscapes which motivated the construction 
of new houses and streets. During the twentieth century turbulent 
political and social periods were regularly occurring in the town and 
the rest of the region. Proclaimed the Second Republic in the 1931 
elections the conservative parties grouped in the Spanish 
Confederation of Autonomous Rights (CEDA) won the elections. 
The response of the left parties was an immediate development of 
the organization of trade unions and social organizations which in 
1934 proclaimed a general strike in Murcia with violent 
demonstrations in many locations. The neighboring Cieza had to 
declare a state of war and there were several deaths in Alguazas. The 
1936 elections, which were won by a coalition of leftist parties 
called "The Popular Front", returned to cause violent altercations 
throughout the region. This heralded the civil conflict that ended 
with the rise by a part of the army on 17 July of the same year. As in 
the rest of the country during these years, there were isolated social 
crisis. However, the most noticeable awareness was reflected in the 
attacks on convents and churches, such as the convent of "La 
Milagrosa" and the Parish of Blanca's church "San Juan 
Evangelista". As a result of this violence Blanca lost a significant 
amount of religious art, especially in religious imagery (saved from 
the same attacks one of the most prestigious and appreciated images 
was that of Christ tied to the column of a Salzillo style and 
authorship of Sanchez Tapia). 


Despite remaining at the side of the Republic the region of Murcia 
remained far from the front lines because there was little military 
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action, except sporadic bombing ports of Cartagena and Aguilas. In 
March 1939 the national side's troops occupied the city along with 
the rest of the region. From a demographic standpoint the twentieth 
century has been a time of stagnation for Blanca. A century earlier it 
had 6,000 inhabitants and the same figure remains in the twenty-first 
century. Today immigration is essential to maintain and increase this 
number. This is not surprising because the economy of the 
municipality at the beginning of the century was based on 
agriculture, esparto (10), and the sale of timber, which gradually 
disappeared with the advent of synthetic fibers. These circumstances, 
the closure of cannery industries, and abandonment of logging 
forced emigration of many local-residents to other places. Only 
agriculture, currently devoted to fruit and grapes, received a 
significant boost with the waters of the Tajo-Segura. However, 
Blanca's inhabitants do not surrender to adversity and fight together 
to face future times in a remarkable effort to develop their city. 


Materials made from esparto 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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e Church St. John the Evangelist of the eighteenth century 

e Moorish Castle of the twelfth century 

e Pefia Negra (volcanic black rock on which the city sits) 

e Blanca's Museum and Art Center (MUCAB) International 
architectural landmark 

e Pedro Cano's Foundation 

e Centro Negra, space for research and contemporary creation 
(AADK) 

e Interpretation Centre of Water and Light 

e Hermitage of Saint Roche (Baroque) 

e Holy Family Chapel (Bayna) 

e Hermitage of San Pedro (Alto del Palomo) 

e Church "Virgen del Pilar" (Estacion de Blanca) 

e Ferris Wheel "Nufiez Miguelico" 

e Craftsman House Workshop "Center Negra". In a prime 
location on the outskirts of the Moorish castle; courses in 
painting and art are available 

e Country house "La Favorita" 

e Walkways along the river. 

e Viewpoint 


Economy 
¢ Industrial Estate "San Roque" 
e Industrial Estate "Angel Prieto Oliva" 
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Church St. John the Evangelist of the eighteenth century 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Moorish Castle of the twelfth century 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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Pefia Negra (volcanic black rock on which the city sits) 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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Blanca's Museum and Art Center (MUCAB) 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Pedro Cano's Foundation 
Courtesy of: www.turismovallericote.com 
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Centro Negra, space for research (AADK) 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Ferris Wheel “Nufez Miguelico” 
Phot: Govert Westerveld 
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Craftsman House Workshop "Center Negra" 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Country house "La Favorita" 
Courtesy of Town Council of Blanca 
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Interpretation Centre of Water and Light 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Hermitage of Saint Roch 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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Walkway along the river 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Viewpoint 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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Festivities and important Events 


Easter Festivities: As in other places in the region, when Lent 
comes, all the religious groups (cofradias) and brotherhoods to bring 
passion finalize preparations for the acts and parades full of fervor 
and passion. At present there are eight religious groups in Blanca of 
which the oldest ones are: 
e The Royal and Most Illustrious Brotherhood of Our Father 
Jesus of Nazareth 
e The Brotherhood of St. John the Evangelist 
e The Royal Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary 
e The Brotherhood of Servitas of Our Lady of the Virgin of 
Sorrows 
Other religious groups of a later date are: 
e The Brotherhood of Veronica 
e The Brotherhood of San Pedro 
e The Brotherhood of St Mary Magdalene 
and the younger Brotherhood: 
e The Brotherhood of the Agony in the Garden 
The Brotherhood of the Agony in the Garden carried the image of 
the Virgin of Sorrows to the Good Friday procession in 1986, three 
years later after the foundations of this brotherhood. This traditional 
Bid of Images that shows the emotion of Blanca's inhabitants to pay 
for carrying the chosen image on their shoulders is worth 
mentioning. 
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Bid of images 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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The Royal and Most Illustrious Brotherhood of Our Father 
Jesus of Nazareth. Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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Christ on Calvary of the brotherhood of St. John Evangelist 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Christ tied to the column of the Royal Congregation of the Sacred Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary. Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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The Brotherhood of Servitas of Our Lady of the Virgin of Sorrows 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


The Brotherhood of Veronica 
Courtesy: Town Council of Blanca 
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The Brotherhood of San Pedro 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


The Brotherhood of St. Mary Magdalene 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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Triumphant angel Child of The Brotherhood of the Agony in the Garden 
Photo: https://molinapalazon.wordpress.com 


This traditional Bid of Images that shows the emotion of Blanca's 
inhabitants to pay for carrying the chosen image on their shoulders is 
worth mentioning. 
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Festive parade at the end of the Easter festivities 
Foto: Govert Westerveld 


Festive parade at the end of the Easter festivities 
Foto: Govert Westerveld 
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Festive parade at the end of the Easter festivities 
Foto: Govert Westerveld 


Festive parade at the end of the Easter festivities 
Foto: Govert Westerveld 
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Double Celebration 


The cult of San Roque of Blanca presents a double celebration held 
to celebrate the Easter festivities. Apparently, the cult of San Roque 
in Blanca began in the nineteenth century in 1828. At that time a 
terrible plague that swept through the Kingdom of Murcia forced 
Bishop and Cabildo of the cathedral to seek refuge in Blanca. 
According to the tradition the patron had appeared in the field. There 
the inhabitants of Blanca would raise their hermitage. In gratefulness 
for San Roque’s efforts to avoid the plague he was named the patron 
of Blanca. The people promised him to go in procession to the 
chapel the following Friday after-Good Friday, celebrate a mass in 
his honor, and then to return with him in procession through the 
village. 


The cult of San Roque in Blanca 
Photo: Town Council of Blanca 
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Hermitage St. Roch 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Pick-nick near to the Hermitage St. Roch 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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Patron Saint Roch 
Courtesy: Town Council of Blanca 
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Summer Festivities: In August Blanca celebrates its summer 
festivities again in honor of their patron Saint Roch. Here the decor 
changes to the sweet bread (la mona) and the bulls. In Blanca the 
running of the bulls bears the famous status of Regional Tourist 
Interest, and it is undoubtedly the most celebrated day for all 
residents of Blanca. The running of the bulls is a very old tradition 
that has been held for over three hundred fifty years, and a unique 
event in the Region of Murcia. During the morning the atmosphere 
that prevails along the entire running route of the bulls is a limitless 
joy in which dance and parade of bands encourages all who join the 
festivities, and where everyone is-welcome. It is always held before 
August 15. The life and traditions of the city are well described by 
another chronicler of the village, Angel Rios Martinez, in his books. 


Festivities of running of the bulls 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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Running of the bulls 
Foto: Govert Westerveld 


Running of the bulls 
Foto: Govert Westerveld 
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Running of the bulls 
Courtesy: Town Council of Blanca 
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Running of the bulls 
Courtesy: Town Council of Blanca 


34 


Your visit to Blanca, a village in the famous Ricote Valley 


Winter Festivities: Blanca at Christmas, where one can enjoy 
various monumental cribs. Among them the visitors can enjoy the 
monumental Bethlehem stall situated in the showroom of 
Cajamurcia or the private monumental Bethlehem crib situated in the 
place of "Estacion de Blanca". This neighborhood of Blanca is 
situated 4km from Blanca, taking the road to Jumilla. 


Nativity Scene 
Courtesy of: Town Council of Blanca 
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Nativity Scene 
Courtesy of: Town Council of Blanca 


Nativity Scene 
Courtesy of: Town Council of Blanca 


36 


Spring Festivities: Blanca in spring - after the Semana Santa - 
begins with a week of festivities dedicated to the patron of Saint 
Roch. The most characteristic of these festivities are the Coronation 
of the Queen of Blanca (Sometimes elected as the Queen of the town 
of Murcia) and the Pilgrimage. The pilgrimage is to return the patron 
of the municipality from the church located in the center of the city 
to his own hermitage dedicated to this patron. People will bring the 
patron after one day to the place where he was received with 
jubilation and skyrockets. 


The hermitage dedicated to the patron Saint Roch 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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The Queen of Blanca was elected as the Queen of Murcia in 2005 
Courtesy of: Town Council of Blanca 
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Your visit to Blanca, a village in the famous Ricote Valley 


Twin towns 
e Anguillara Sabazia, Italy 

Twinning is an act that takes place between two people, two 
cultures, with the aim of bringing, joining customs, relationships, 
feelings ....". This could well be a definition of twinning, 
"gemellaggio" in Italian. Along these lines Irene Molina explained in 
1999 her impressions of events occurred between Blanca and the 
Italian sister town Anguillara Sabazia: 


“Two years ago Blanca had the idea of twinning with a distant 
Italian town located about thirty miles from Rome called Anguillara 
Sabazia. This town was similar-to-Blanca in its structure, climate, 
importance of water, and landscape represented by a beautiful lake 
in Anguillara (Bracciano) and the river (Segura) in the municipality 
of Blanca, and its inhabitants being simple, hospitable, hardworking 
people. 


The village Anguillara Sabazia 
Courtesy of: Town Council of Blanca 


Perhaps the strongest bond of union that Blanca had in this town was 
the favorite son of Blanca, the painter Pedro Cano, who was 
Anguillara's adopted son and lived with the people for more than 
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twenty years. Pedro Cano arrived one day in Anguillara, and 
although Blanca had always been in his heart, he was captivated by 
its charm, landscape, people's enthusiasm, and light so remarkably 
reflected in his works. In August 1998 twinning began between 
Anguillara and Blanca with the arrival of a representation of 
"anguilarillos" to Blanca. It was a very enriching and charming 
experience and created some strong ties between the people of both 
towns. A representation of fifty-five inhabitants of Blanca traveled 
on 4 May 1998 to Italy to visit Anguillara and to consolidate the 
twinning. 


ANGUILLARA 
_SABAZIA_ 


a 
Comune gemellato con 


‘BLANCA, 


The village Anguillara Sabazia 
Courtesy of: Town Council of Blanca 


All of them were delighted by Anguillara. All its people continually 
strived to make the visitors’ stay as pleasant as possible. All people 
there, from the youngest to the oldest, participated in the events that 
they had lovingly prepared: the exhibition of photographs of both 
municipalities, the classical concert, and the boat ride on the lake to 
appreciate their beauty. However, perhaps the most moving was the 
contest of poems and paintings done by children. It was incredible to 
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see how they knew Blanca! Irene finished telling her story of the 
trip. 

When the people of Blanca entered the bus of Anguillara and 
visualized the twinning sign with the name of Blanca overlapping 
the one of Anguillara, someone of Blanca exclaimed: "Look, we are 
again in our village"! This was quite true. There in Anguillara, more 
than two thousand miles from Blanca, they felt like in their own city. 
Therefore in the name of the whole group of people of Blanca words 
of thanks were given to the municipal authorities, to the twinning 
commission, and to the generous people of Anguillara!” 


© English text: Govert Westerveld 


41 


Bibliography: 


e Fraile Marcos de Guadalajar (1614) "Prodicion y destierro de los 
moriscos de Castilla, hasta el Valle de Ricote. 

e Cervantes de Saavedra, Miguel (1615). Don Quijote de la Mancha, 
libro II, capitulos 54, 55, 63, 64 y 65. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (1997). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
La Parroquia. ISBN 84-923424-0-4 

e Westerveld, Govert (1997). Historia de Blanca, lugar mas 
islamizado de la region murciana, afios 711-1700. ISBN 84-923151- 
0-5 - 900 pages.. Foreword by Professor Juan Torres Fontes, 
universidad of Murcia. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (1999). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Epoca mora. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (1999). Blanca, una pagina de sus historia: 
El Esparto. 141 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2000). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Cronica 2000. 193 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2001). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Cronica 2001. 291 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2001). José Fuentes Cano (El Padre Pepe). 
24 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2002). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Cronica 2002. 331 pages. 

e Westerveld, Govert (2002). Blanca, "El Ricote" de Don Quijote: 
expulsion y regreso de los moriscos del ultimo enclave islamico mas 
grande de Espafia, afios 1613-1654. ISBN 84-923151-1-3. 1004 
pages. Foreword by Prof. Dr. Francisco Marquez Villanueva - 
Universidad of Harvard - USA. — 1004 pages 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2003). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Cronica 2003. 136 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2004). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Cronica 2004. 268 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2005). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Cronica 2005. 256 pages. 


42 


e Westerveld, Govert (2005). Dofia Blanca y Don Fadrique (1333 - 
1361) y el cambio de Negra (Murcia) a Blanca. Editor: ISBN 978- 
84-6 12-6039-3 - 511 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2006). Las tradiciones de Blanca. 36 pages. 
e Rios Martinez, Angel (2006). Los rosarios de la Aurora. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2006). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Cronica 2006. 224 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2006). ;Alegria!, es Navidad. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2007). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Cronica 2007. 292 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2007). Los Rosarios de la Aurora. 32 pages. 
e Rios Martinez, Angel (2007). Bafio dela Cruz. 15 pages. 

e Westerveld, Govert (2007). Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, Ana 
Félix y el morisco Ricote del Valle de Ricote en "Don Quijote II" del 
ano 1615. (capitulos 54, 55, 63, 64 y 65) ISBN 84-923151-5-6 - 384 
pages. Dedicated to Professor Francisco Marquez Villanueva. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel (2008). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: 
Cronica 2008. 171 pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel y otros autores (2009). El puente de Hierro: 
el puente roblonado de Blanca. Ayuntamiento de Blanca, 32 paginas. 
e Marquez Villanueva, Francisco (2010). Moros moriscos y turcos 
de Cervantes. Bellaterra, ISBN 978-84-7290-498-9. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel y otros 9 autores (2011). La fabrica de la 
luz. El alumbrado publico por electricidad en Blanca. Academia de 
Estudios Humanisticos de Blanca, ISBN 978-84-695-0810-7. 307 
pages. 

e Rios Martinez, Angel & Westerveld, Govert (2014) Blanca, una 
pagina de su historia: Expulsion de los moriscos. Copyright 
safecreative 1403190385305 

e Westerveld, Govert (2015) Ibn Sab’in of the Ricote Valley, the 
first and last Islamic place in Spain. ISBN 978-1-326-15044-0. 288 
pages. 

e 

http://www.regmurcia.com/servlet/s.S1?sit=a,62,c,373,m, 1871 &r=Re 
P-5938-DETALLE REPORTAJESPADRE (Historia de Blanca). 


43 


Outer links: 

e Website of the Town Council house of Blanca 
(www.blanca.es) 

e Website of the Real y Muy Ilustre Cofradia de Nuestro Padre 
Jesus Nazareno of Blanca 
(http://nuestropadrejesusnazarenodeblanca.com/) 

e Festivity of San Pedro. 10 km 
(http://blanca.es/prensa/1269/1i-10-km-fiestas-de-san-pedro) 

e Brotherhood St. John Evangelista 
https://www.facebook.com/sanjuan.evangelistablanca 

e Discover the Moorish heritage amid romantic winding streets 
of Blanca. This is an English site about the painter Pedro Cano. 

(www.blancanet.org) 

e El Morisco Ricote 
(www.el-morisco-ricote.net) 

e Fundacion Pedro Cano 

(www. fundacionpedrocano.es) 

e The sculptor carver: José Maria Molina Palazon 

http://www.molinapalazon.com/obras.html 
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These are some publications in which you can find information on 
the Valle de Ricote and natural areas of the Region of Murcia. 
Several logbooks include large and interesting content on the natural 
environment, geology, history and other aspects of the area. These 
books give us a better understanding and enjoyment of the zone, 
because they include mapping-hikers maps, marked trails and 
ecotourism information relevant to the visitor: 


http://www.caramucel.blogspot.com.es/p/publicaciones-de-la- 
zona.html 


- SIERRA DE. LA PILA, EXCURSIONES A PIE Y EN 
BICICLETA. Autores: Héctor M. Quijada.Guillamén y José Ant® 
Lucas Mifiano. 


- EL VALLE DE RICOTE A TRAVES DE SUS PORTALEZAS, 
rutas historicas por su poblamiento antiguo y medieval. Autor: Jesus 
Joaquin Lopez Moreno. 


- RUTAS POR LAS SIERRAS DE RICOTE Y DEL ORO / Routes 
in the sierras de Ricote and the Oro. Autores: Héctor M. Quijada 
Guillamon y Jesus Castafio Molina. 


- MAPA: PARQUE REGIONAL SIERRA DE LA PILA. Escala 
1:20.000. 


- MAPA: VALLE DE RICOTE (incluye Sierra de Ricote y Sierra 
del Oro). Escala 1:25.000. 


45 


Blanca: the last and largest remaining 
Morisco village in 1613 in Spain 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SM7VR3HLV2w&feature=y 
outu.be 

A Video of Govert Westerveld, 

Official Chronicle of the village 

Blanca (Murcia), Spain 


Blanca was the last and most important-Morisco village in Spain in 
1613. All the: Moriscoes had to leave the. country in 1609. The 
residents of Blanca, one of the six villages that belonged to the 
Ricote Valley, could postpone expulsion until 1613. However, at the 
end of the year 1613 the sad announcement came that the Moriscoes 
of the Ricote Valley also had to leave the country. This was finally 
the case on December 13, 1613. About 25% of the population of 
1,000 inhabitants of Blanca went on foot to the port of Cartagena 
where the Moriscoes had to be embarked. A small portion of the 
1,000 inhabitants of Blanca had escaped and withdrawn in other 
villages or in the high mountains of Ricote. After 10 - 15 years 
many came back. Finally around 45% of the former inhabitants of 
Blanca and the Ricote Valley could continue staying in their 
territories. These people married in the course of time to the 
Christians, and today Blanca is one of the most pious villages in the 
province of Murcia. This movie shows you the old Morisco 
neighborhood, the small winding streets that ran to the castle, and 
the very old houses of centuries ago. 


The history of Blanca can simply be unfolded as follows. After 
invading the Moors in Spain in the year 711 they settledin the Ricote 
Valley in the same century. There they formed six villages until 
1609. The current names of these villages are Abaran, Blanca, Ojos, 
Ricote, Ulea, and Villanueva. The village of Blanca was in the 17th 
century the main village of the Ricote Valley. 
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Your visit to Blanca, a village in the famous Ricote Valley 


The first time Blanca appeared in a document is in 1281 when 
Sancho, the son of King Alfonso the Wise, offered this village as a 
donation to the Order of Santiago. The name of Blanca was at that 
time Negra, translated into English as black. 


Tt 


% 


Drawing of Alvaro Peiia 
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The name of the first mayor, in documents found in 1303, is Garcia 
Bizcarra, as commander of the castle of Negra during the war 
between Todmir (the former name of the province of Murcia) and 
Valencié. This war raged between 1296 and 1304 and the castle of 
Negra played an important role at that time. 


The last time the name Negra appears in documents is in 1315 and 
the first time the name appears as Blanca, white in Dutch, is in 1383. 
Nobody knew when the change of name took place. However, in my 
thesis of 2008 I aimed to prove that the name Blanca descended from 
Queen Blanche of Bourbon who in 1353 married the Spanish King 
Peter the Cruel. 


This King left his wife after three days in the lurch and lived with his 
beloved Maria de Padilla. His stepbrother Fadrique, as Master of the 
Order of Santiago, defended Queen Blanche of Bourbon in the civil 
war. However, in 1358 Peter the Cruel gave instructions to kill 
Fadrique in Sevilla. They also killed the commander of Ricote who 
fought together with Fadrique for the rights of Queen Blanche of 
Bourbon. Between 1354 and 1358 Fadrique stayed occasionally in 
the Ricote Valley, and it seems that the name of Negra changed to 
that of Blanca as a tribute to Queen Blanche of Bourbon for whom 
the Orden de Santiago fought for years. In 1501 the Muslims of 
Blanca converted to Catholicism and thus were called new 
Christians. In 1505 the mosque of Blanca converted into a Catholic 
church and an official priest was appointed for the new Christians to 
teach them the Catholic faith. 


That was not done in the right way, because we see in 1562 that at 
least 20 new Christians were in the prison of Blanca. Two of them 
were burned alive due to processes of inquisition. Most of the other 
18 new Christians completely lost their belongings as payment for 
various inquisitive processes. Around 1565 the church appointed a 
Catholic priest from Abaran to avoid repetition of the situation. This 
priest came from a Muslim family and spoke Arabic. In 1567 Philip 
the Second promulgated a new law. From that time the inhabitants of 
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Your visit to Blanca, a village in the famous Ricote Valley 


Blanca could not speak Arabic anymore. It was forbidden to dress 
differently, and they also had to renounce Islamic traditions at 
weddings. This soon led to war between the Moriscoes from the 
kingdom of Granada and Philip the Second, and so at least 60,000 
Moriscoes were killed. The subsequent peace was shortlived, 
because on April 9 1609 (on the same day, an important one given 
the requisite troops, the Twelve Year Truce with the Netherlands 
was signed on the initiative of the Royal Council) it was also decided 
that all Moriscoes had to abandon the country. The mass deportation 
of the baptized Muslims covered 3 percent of the total Spanish 
population, from 250,000 to 300,000 people of a total of 8 to 9 
million people. 


The expulsion of the Moriscos of Blanca 
Painting of Luis Molina of Blanca 


Each kingdom had to ensure that the deportation was arranged. It 
started in Valencia on 22 August 1609. This was followed on 29 
May 1610 by Aragon and Castile during the same year. 
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In 10 lenguages 


Cervantes, the Morisco Ricote and his daughter Ana Felix 
Drawing of Alvaro Pena 


The entire process lasted a total of approximately five years, from 
1609 to 1614. Moriscoes upset came in their new home ports. They 
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were North Africa, France, Italy and the Ottoman Empire. Some 
also experienced it as a religious liberation and, on the one hand, 
they experienced brotherhood in the Islamic countries. But on the 
other hand they had major difficulties in adapting, and even they 
came in contact with hostilities. 


The inhabitants of the villages in the Ricote Valley protested 
intensively and managed to postpone the ediction until 1613. With 
1,000 inhabitants, today 6,000, Blanca was the main town in the 
Ricote Valley. Although they were baptized before 1502 and were 
entitled to the title of new Christians, in 1613 they were suddenly 
also unlawful and dubbed as Moriscoes. This great injustice resulted 
in Madrid announcing in early December of 1613 that the Moriscoes 
of the Ricote Valley also had to leave the country. This led to 
haunting situations where the residents of Blanca were weeping and 
directed themselves to the Catholic bishop in Murcia to avoid 
expulsion. Despite all the good will of the Catholic Church in 
Murcia, who stood for the residents of the Ricote Valley, the 
deportation took place. The reason given for this deportation was, 
strangely enough, national security. On December 13 1613 the day 
finally came. About 40% of the population of the Ricote Valley, 
including Blanca, walked on foot to the port of Cartagena to be 
embarked there. Some of the 1,000 inhabitants of Blanca had 
withdrawn to other villages and to the high mountains to escape the 
deportation. The shipment finally took place in January 1614. In the 
three weeks when the residents of Blanca and their children stayed in 
Cartagena different elders succeeded to marry their daughters to 
Christians in order to avoid deportation. This is why we see about 
20 marriages between the daughters of the new Christians of Blanca 
and male Christians of other regions. Only the women were willing 
to marry in that way. I could not find marriages of male new 
Christians to Christian women. That was really not in the nature of 
these former Moors of Blanca, some of whom even had 2 or 3 
Moorish women before 1580. 
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Many Moriscoes buried their gold before they left. 
Drawing of Alvaro Pena 
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Your visit to Blanca, a village in the famous Ricote Valley 


Thanks to the baptism and marriage registers of the 16th and 17th 
centuries I could see that many new Christians of Blanca then came 
back after 10 to 15 years. Eventually 45% of the former inhabitants 
in Blanca and the Ricote Valley could continue to live in their 
territories. The fact that we still possess in Blanca all the baptism, 
wedding, and death registers can be regarded as something unique. 
Due to the Spanish Civil War (1936 - 1939) a lot of records had been 
destroyed or simply burned. By the time the former Moorish 
population mingled slowly with the Christians. 


Mayors of Archena, Cieza and the Ricote Valley 
remembering the expulsion in 1613 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Against the mountainside we see two large pillars that served as an 
entrance to the Moorish Castle. We note further that it was not easy 
to come in through that entrance which was needed to protect the 
castle against possible enemies. If we look closely, we see two old 
paths on the mountainside that were used by the Moors to walk 
upwards. There was no water in the castle, so they had to carry water 
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from the river to the castle. The castle was built on a strategic point 
in order to protect it as well as possible against invaders. Near the 
castle we will see a guard post that was there before building of the 
castle, probably dating from the 10th century. The castle of Blanca 
stayed in contact with the castles in Cieza, Ojos, and Ricote via 
smoke signals. 


The granary of Darrax 
Foto: Govert Westerveld 


The Moorish castle dates to the 12th century and was probably built 
during the reign of Muhammad ibn Mardanis, also called King Wolf, 
who lived between 1124 and 1172. In this old quarter, which you see 
here in the film, Blanca has a unique attraction in the province of 
Murcia. Nowhere in the province of Murcia is there another old 
Morisco neighborhood to be found. In the foreground in the distance 
we see a former granary in the Darrax hamlet exactly between the 
villages Abaran and Blanca. It is the only Moorish granary known in 
Spain. On the very top of the mountain this rectangular granary was 
divided into several areas where grain was stored. The granary had a 
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guard because it was a holy place, and enemies could not enter it. 
We saw the same phenomenon in the Catholic Church of Blanca in 
the 16th century. If someone got into trouble with the law, he 
quickly ran into the church and the soldiers could not get anyone 
from the church, because that was a holy place. 


The White Virgin 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 


Today Blanca is one of the most pious villages in the province of 
Murcia. Finally we see the "Virgen Blanca" (White Virgin) on a 
beautiful lookout with a magnificent view over the whole region. 


© English text: Govert Westerveld 
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Blanca belongs to the Ricote Valley, 
the first place of cultivating lemons in Spain 
Photo: Govert Westerveld 
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DEUTSCH 


Blanca (Murcia) 


Blanca ist eine Gemeinde in der spanischen Provinz Murcia in der 
Region Murcia und befindet sich in der Vega Alta del Segura. Es 
grenzt nordlich an der Gemeinde Abaran, stidlich an die Gemeinden 
Ulea und Ojos, dstlich an der Gemeinde Molina del Segura und 
Fortuna und westlich an der Gemeinde Ricote. Blanca hat eine 
Oberflache von 87,7 km und-zahlte 6489 Einwohner in 2011 It. 
Spanisches Statistisches Institut INE. 


Verbindungen 

Die wichtigste Verbindung in der Nahe von Blanca ist die Autobahn 
A- 30 ( Albacete — Murcia ). Momentan wird zwischen Fuente la 
Fuente la Higuere an der Autobahn A-33  gearbeitet wodurch die 
Verbindung mit Valencia sich verbessern wird. Ab Murcia ist Blanca 
zu erreichen tiber die A30 Ausfahrt 111 Richtung Blanca, jedoch 
nicht tiber Blanca Bahnhof dass etwa 8 Kilometer von Blanca 
entfernt ist. Ab Madrid tiber die Ausfahrt 110 von der A-30 oder N- 
301. Ab Valencia tiber die Ausfahrt von der A-33 oder tiber die N- 
344. 


Geschichte 


Durch fehlende Prahistorische Dokumentation ist es nicht belegt 
wann die ersten Menschen sich in Blanca angesiedelt haben, obwohl 
die N&he zum Fluss Segura und das milde Klima _ gute 
Voraussetzungen waren sich dort nieder zu lassen. Als Teil vom 
Ricote-Tal vermutet man obwohl ohne direkte nachweisbare Spuren 
die Ansiedlung von mehrere Zivilisationen wegen der entdeckten 
iberischen Niederlassungen Bolbax in Cieza und Cabeza del Tio 
Pio in Archena und auferdem die rémische Niederlassung Salto de 
la Novia in Ojos. Deswegen miissen wir zum Jahr 713 gehen um 
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wahrend der arabische Eroberung eine stabile menschliche Prasenz 
in Blanca finden zu kénnen. Die ersten Beweisen sind die Uberreste 
von der Burg, aus dem XI-XII Jahrhundert . Damals war Blanca 
bekannt als ,,Negra“ das schwarz bedeutet. Wahrscheinlich ist die 
schwarze Farbe vom Berg wo die Burg errichtet wurde und wo auch 
die allererste Bevélkerung  sesshaft wurde der Grund fiir die 
Benennung . Die Burg wurde gebaut vom ersten K6nig von Murcia, 
Mohammed ibn Mardanis, bekannt als ,,k6nig Wolf, zwischen 
1155 und 1171. Wéahrend dieser Zeit gab es zwei groBen 
Kriegsziigen von den Almohaden aber auch ein wirtschaftlicher 
Aufschwung. Murcia erreichte eine Hochkonjunktur mit der 
Entwicklung von Getreide, Weinreben, Oliven- und Exporthandel 
von Metallglanz-Keramik an italienischen Republiken. Der Handel 
fand statt mit der offiziellen Miinzeinheit, der goldene Dinar, gepragt 
durch die eigene Miinzanstalt Madine Mursiyya. Mit der Errichtung 
der Burg von Blanca beabsichtigte man die Kontrolle tiber die Vega 
Alta und das Ricote-Tal zu verbessern und die Sicherheit vom 
KO6nigreich zu erhohen. 


Die historische Verkniipfung mit dem maurischen Ricote-Tal ist 
zurtick zu finden im Jahr 1228 mit einer Auflehnung unter Fiihrung 
von Ibn Hud aus Ricote gegen die Almohaden. Leider herrschte nach 
seinem Tod, zehn Jahren spater, nur. noch Anarchie und 
Gesetzlosigkeit im K6nigreich Murcia. Die Folge war dass die 
damalige moslemische Regierung gezwungen wurde der Alcaraz 
Pakt mit Kastilien zu unterzeichnen, unter der Bedingung sich als ein 
Protektorat die Krone unter zu ordnen. Als Gegenleistung fiir ihre 
Treue zum Konig von Kastilien wurden die Moslimen die 
Respektierung vom ihrem  Besitz und Traditionen versprochen. 
Unter Alfonso X wurde eine Zahl von Vereinbarungen vom Alcaraz 
Pakt nicht eingehalten und kamen die Moslimen zwischen 1264 
und 1266 in Aufstand. Nach der Niederschlagung des Aufstandes 
kam die Ricote —Bevélkerung unter die Zustaéndigkeit von der Stadt 
Murcia und wurden eingegliedert im Hoheitsgebiet von Murcia. 
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Nach dem Tod vom altesten Sohn und Erbe, Fernando de la Cerda, 
beginnt der Streit um die Thronfolge von Kastilien zwischen den 
Kindern von Fernando, der Infante de la Cerda und der Onkel, Sohn 
von Alfonso X, der Infante Don Sancho. Der zuktinftige Sancho IV , 
versprach in einem Dokumenten vom 25 Marz 1281, an den Orden 
von Sankt Jakob, als Belohnung die Dotation vom Ricote-Tal 
inklusive Negra (Blanca), fiir ihre Hilfe im Kampf um die Krone. 
Dies ist das erste Mal dass der Name Negra in einem Dokumenten 
erwahnt worden ist: " ----- dass nur Gott mich rechtzeitig regieren 
lasst und Sie das Ricote-Tal mit Negra, Abaran, Ojos und Puerto de 
la Losilla mit allen Landereien ----- ". Nach seiner Proklamation als 
Konig, in Sevilla-am 19.11.1285,l6ste er als Dank ftir die geleistete 
Hilfe sein Versprechen ein und tibergab das Ricote-Tal , ihre 
Bauernhéfe, Dérfer und Orte (1). 


Es sollte kein dauerhafter Frieden werden weil James II von Aragon 
1296 das KO6nigreich Murcia angriff, als Vergiitung fiir seine 
geleistete Hilfe an den Rivalen, dass heifit der Infante de la Cerda, 
im Kampf um die Thronfolge gegen seinem Onkel. Wahrend dieser 
Besitzergreifung wurden Negra und seine Burg an dem Berater 
Bernando de Sarria tibergeben, obwohl der Ricote- Kommandant 
vom Orden von Sankt Jakob  Besitzanspruch erhob. Nach dem 
Frieden bekommt John Osores der Kommandant vom Orden von 
Sankt Jakob, die Burg von Blanca am 19.11.1304 zurtick. 


Das letzte Mal dass Negra in einem Dokumenten erwahnt wurde ist 
in 1315. Der Ubergang von Negra in Blanca geschah wahrscheinlich 
zwischen 1353 und 1362 durch die Einflussnahme von Blanca de 
Borbon, K6nigin von Kastilien, die im Stich gelassen wurde vom 
KO6nig Pedro I aber verteidigt wurde von Don Frederik - GroBmeister 
vom Orden von Sankt Jakob und Sancho Sanchez de Moscoso 
Kommandant von Ricote (2). Erst Jahre spater, in 1382, erscheint 
zum ersten Mal der Name Blanca in einem Dokumenten in welcher 
der Gouverneur vom K6nigreich Murcia - Martin Alonso de 
Valdivieso - mittels Graf de Carrion an die Verwaltung von Murcia 
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bittet einen Mauren aus Blanca auf freien Fu zu setzen. Der Maure 
war auf Wunsch von einem Juden verhaftet worden (3). 


Die Herrschaft tiber Blanca und Ricote-Tal vom Orden von Sankt 
Jakob wird andauern bis zum neunzehnten Jahrhundert. Wahrend der 
ersten Herrschaftsjahren bekehrte man die Moslimen vom Ricota- 
Tal zum Christentum. Man _ steigerte durch die einheitliche 
kénigliche Landzuweisung im Ricote-Tal die Ertrage und 
Produktivitét der Landwirtschaft. Auch die Militaraktionen im 
ganzen Ricote-Tal wurden besser aufeinander abgestimmt. 


Dies verhinderte nicht dass die -maurische Bevélkerung Mitte des 
fiinfzehnten Jahrhunderts durch die militérische Instabilitat 
beeinflusst wurde. . Die Instabilitat war die Ursache dass die 
Bevélkerung Blanca verlie3 um mit den Truppen vom K6nig von 
Granada nach Granada zu marschieren, nachdem diese Truppen das 
KO6nigreich Murcia eingefallen waren. Nach der Einforderung und 
Einwilligung von steuerliche Vorteilen, kehrte die Bevélkerung 
wieder nach Blanca zuriick. Aber das war von kurzer Dauer. Nach 
einer blutigen Pliinderung in Cieza in 1477 von den k6niglichen 
Truppen von Granada zog die Bevélkerung von Blanca erneut nach 
Granada. Sie wurden. erst 1492 nach der Eroberung vom KG6nigreich 
Granada zuriickkehren. 


Unter Fihrung von den katholischen K6nigen Ferdinand und 
Isabella wurden die Juden vertrieben und bekehrte man unter Zwang 
alle Moslimen zum Christentum. Die getauften Moslimen wurden 
Moriske genannt und auBerdem wurden ab 1507 die alten 
Moscheen in Kirchen umgebaut (4). Nach ihrer Bekehrung zum 
Christentum erwartete die moslemische Bevodlkerung eine 
steuerliche Entlastung, als Belohnung fiir ihre Treue an der 
katholische Kirche. Sie erwartete das zustande kommen von 
bestimmte Rechten. Aber dies war nicht der Fall und die Frustration 
sehr gro}. Eine gewaltsame Aufstand im ganzen Tal in 1571 von 
der maurischen Bevélkerung war die Folge. Der Aufstand wurde 
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nicht nur niedergeschlagen sondern es folgte ein Jahr spater auch 
eine Unterdriickung. 


Wahrend des sechzehnten Jahrhunderts gab es eine wichtige 
Zunahme der Bevélkerung besonders in den D6rfern in der Nahe 
vom Fluss Segura. Am 10.8.1591 war Blanca deshalb imstande vom 
Konig Filips II das Vorrecht von "villazgo" kaufen zu kénnen. Das 
Dorf bekam fiir die stolze Summe von 2400 Dukaten das Privileg 
um selbst einem Biirgermeister und Ratsherren zu wahlen. 

Der Aufschwung und die Bevélkerungszunahme verkehrte ins 
Gegenteil. Die Vertreibung von den Mauren , als Folge eines in 1613 
durch Filips III erlassenes Gesetz,-hinter lies die Landwirtschaft von 
Blanca wegen des gezwungenen Abzugs von den Bewohnern in 
den Ruin, weil die Einwohnerzahl von Blanca auf 300 Menschen 
sank (5). Jedoch kam 10 bis 15 Jahren spater 45% von der 
Bevolkerung zuriick in ihrem Heimat (6). Miguel de Cervantes 
Saavedra schrieb ausfthrlich tiber diesem Maurental mittels der 
Figur von "El Morisco Ricote" (7). Viele Autoren dachten dass "El 
Morisco Ricote" aus Esquivias (Toledo) oder aus der Provinz 
Albacete kam, aber Govert Westerveld , der offizielle Chronik - 
Geschichtsschreiber von Blanca, bewies nachweislich die Ricote- 
Herkunft (8). In 2010 wurde sein Befund durch den Morisco - 
Sachverstandiger Professor Francisco Marques Villanueva (Havard 
University) bestatigt (9). 


Bereits im Goldenen Jahrhundert von Murcia, das achtzehnte 
Jahrhundert, beginnt Blanca sich zu erholen vom 
Bevolkerungsverlust und steigt von 700 Personen in 1713 nach 
1378 in der Floridablanca Volkszahlung von 1786. Die 
Wiederbelebung kam gréftenteils wegen der Ertrage von ihrem 
fruchtbaren Obstbau und der Vermietung vom Weideland an 
Wandervieh Nomaden. 


Anfang XVI-Jahrhundert wurde die Kirche, geweiht an Sankt 


Johann der Evangelist, wieder aufgebaut von den Gebriidern Lucas 
und Antonio de la Lastra, Steinhauer, Antonio starb 1696 in Blanca. 
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Nach dem Unabhangigkeitskrieg (1808-1814) wurde in 1819 das 
Privileg von Blanca ratifiziert vom K6nig Fernando VII. Neun 
Jahren spater wurde das K6nigreich Murcia heimgesucht vom gelben 
Fieber und Blanca wurde vom Kapitel der Kathedrale von Murcia 
gewahlt als Zufluchtsort weil laut Uberlieferung Blanca die 
Krankheit erspart bleiben sollte. Nachdem die Bevélkerung — sich 
mit einem Gebet an Sankt Roque gewendet hatte blieb die Krankheit 
Blanca erspart und wurde Sankt Roque ernannt als Schutzheilige von 
Blanca. Einmal befreit von der Kontrolle durch den Orden von Sankt 
Jakob in 1851 und nach den revolutionéren  Entwicklungen und der 
Wiederherstellung von der Monarchie von Canovas del Castillo ( 
Alfonso XII ) war Blanca besserimstande das neue Jahrhundert zu 
meistern im Vergleich zu manchen naheliegenden Dérfern. In 1856 
stellte man eine neue Briicke tiber den Fluss Segura fertig und in 
1869 auch der Landweg von Blanca bis zum Bahnhof. In 1894 
wurde die Strafenbeleuchtung installiert. In 1894 wurde Blanca 
getroffen von einigen Abhang- Erdrutschen und mehrere Gebaude 
wurden vernichtet. Auch das Krankenhaus und das Armenhaus 
waren betroffen. Die Landschaft hatte sich vollig verandert und 
deswegen wurden neue Hauser und StraBen gebaut. 


Im zwanzigsten Jahrhundert ergaben sich in Blanca die gleichen 
turbulenten politischen - und gesellschaftlichen Entwicklungen wie 
in der ganzen Region. Die Zweite Republik wurde in 1931 
proklamiert. Bei den Wahlen von 1933 gewannen die konservative 
Parteien vereinigt im Spanischen Biindnis (CEDA) . Die Antwort 
von den Linksparteien lie nicht auf sich warten. Sie stimulierten 
die Griindung von Gewerkschaften und sozialen Organisationen. In 
1934 wurde in Murcia ein Generalstreik ausgerufen mit gewaltsamen 
Demonstrationen in der ganzen Region. Man war sogar gezwungen 
in Cieza den Staatsnotstand aus zu rufen und im Dorf Alguazas gab 
es mehrere Tote. Die Wahlen von 1936 wurden gewonnen von einer 
Koalition von Linksparteien (Volksfront) und verursachte heftige 
Konfrontationen. Diese Situation war das Vorspiel fir den 
Birgerkrieg am _ 17.7.1936 durch einen Putsch von Teilen der 
Armee. Genauso wie in ganzen Spanien gab es_ sporadisch 
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Ausschreitungen auch mit Angriffen auf Kloster und Kirchen. In 
Blanca wurden das Kloster La Milagrosa und die Parochialkirche 
Sankt Johannes der Evangelist Ziel von Angriffen. Als Folge der 
Gewalt verlor Blanca eine betrachtliche Menge religidser Kunst, vor 
allem Statuen. Gott sei Dank wurde ein Meisterwerk in Salzillo Stil 
von Sanchez Tapia "Christus festgebunden an einer Sdule" gerettet. 
Trotz der Entscheidung fiir die Republik gab es in der Region 
Murcia wenig militarischen Operationen mit Ausnahme von 
sporadischen Beschiefiungen von den Hafen von Cartagena und 
Aguilas. In Marz 1939 besetzten die nationale Truppen von Franco 
ganz Murcia. 


Vom demographischen Gesichtspunkt betrachtet war das zwanzigste 
Jahrhundert fiir Blanca eine Zeit von Stagnation. Ein Jahrhundert 
zuvor hatte Blanca um die 6000 Einwohner und war im 
zwanzigsten Jahrhundert nahezu gleich geblieben. Zur Zeit ist die 
Immigration essentiell um die Bevélkerungszahl zu halten oder zu 
erhdhen. Dies ist nicht verwunderlich weil die Wirtschaft in Blanca 
Anfang des zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts sich vollstandig auf die 
Landwirtschaft , Espartogras- (10) und Holzverkauf stiitzte . Das 
Espartogras ist nach und nach mit dem Aufschwung von 
synthetischen Fasern verschwunden. Als Nebenumstande sind noch 
die SchlieBungen von den Konservenfabriken in den siebziger 
Jahren zu erwahnen und auferdem dass verlorengehen von den 
Holzaktivitaten. Deswegen waren und sind junge Einwohner 
gezwungen anderswo Arbeit zu finden, weil praktisch niemand 
mehr in der Landwirtschaft arbeiten mochte. 


Nur der Obst- und Weinanbau bekamen einen wichtigen Impuls 
durch die Umleitung vom Tajo-Segura Wasser. Aber die Einwohner 
von Blanca _ strauben — sich gegen Missgeschicken und 
Widerwartigkeiten. Gemeinsam kaémpfen sie fiir eine bessere 
Zukunft mit Perspektiven und Wachstum und ergreifen auch 
Initiative mit kulturellen Programmen und internationalen Kiinstlern. 
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Sehenswirdigkeiten 


* Kirche Sankt Johannes der Evangelist XVI 
* Arabische Burg zwélfte Jahrhundert 
* Pefia Negra ( schwarzer vulkanischen Felsen mit altem Dorf) 
* Museum und Art Center von Blanca (MUCAB). 
Eine internationale architektonische Sehenswiirdigkeit 
* Kirche Sankt Johannes der Evangelist XVIII 
* Stiftung Pedro Cano 
* Ermitage Sankt Roque (Barock) 
* Interpretations - Zentrum von Wasser und Licht 
* Ermitage Sankt Petrus 
* Riesenwasserrad "Nufiez Miguelico" 
* Craftman Haus Workshop "Zentrum Negra"- Spitzenplatz am 
Rande von der Arabische Burg. Es gibt dort Malereikurse. 
* Landhaus "La Favorita" 
* Wanderwegen den Fluss Segura entlang 


Beschaftigung 
* Industriegebiet Sankt Roque 
* Industriegebiet Angel Prieto Oliva 


Festspiele und wichtige Ereignisse 


* Karwoche: Wie in ganz Spanien wird die Karwoche mit tief 
empfundene Religiositat und beeindruckende Passion zelebriert 
und schreiten die Bruderschaften in Prozessionen durch die StraBen. 
Momentan gibt es acht Bruderschaften, fiinf 4ltere und drei jiingere. 
Die jiingste Bruderschaft "Gebet im Garten"wurde in 1989 
gegriindet , nachdem man am Karfreitag 1986 zum ersten Mal mit 
der Heiligenfigur " Magd von den Schmerzen" feierlich an der 
Prozession teilgenommen hatte. Erwahnenswert ist die Tradition in 
Blanca um zu bieten auf die Heiligenfiguren , wobei sich die tief 
religidse Empfindungen von den Menschen zeigen. Man bezahlt um 
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auf seinen Schultern das schwere Gewicht von der Tragbahre mit 
ausgewahlten Heiligenfiguren tragen zu diirfen. 


* Kirmes in August 

Im August feiert Blanca seine Sommerfesten und erneut zur Ehre 
vom Schutzheiliger Sankt Roque. Hier andert sich die Biihne und 
sind die Stieren die Hauptdarsteller. Das Stierrennen ist offiziell ein 
regionales touristisches Ereignis von Bedeutung und sicherlich der 
am wichtigste Feiertag von Blanca. 

Das Stierrennen durch die Strafien von Blanca hat eine mehr als 
dreihundertjaéhrige Tradition und ist einzigartig in der Provinz 
Murcia. Schon in der am frithen-Morgen wird getanzt und gesungen 
und ziehen Musikkapellen durch die Strafen. Jeder ist willkommen 
und wird ermutigt mit zu feiern. Die Kirmes findet immer vor dem 
fiinfzehnten August statt. Leben und Traditionen sind gut 
beschrieben worden von Angel Rios (11) der zweite Chronik - 
Geschichtsschreiber von Blanca. 


* Frihlingsfeste 

Nach der Karwoche beginnen die Frihlingsfesten zu Ehren vom 
Schutzpatron Sankt Roque die eine Woche dauern. Die meist 
charakteristische Ereignissen sind die Kroénung von der 
Friihlingsk6nigin und eine Wallfahrt. Wahrend der Wallfahrt wird 
die Heiligenfigur von Sankt Roque auf einer Tragbahre auf den 
Schultern durch das Dorf Richtung Ermitage getragen. Die Strecke 
fangt bei der Kirche im Dorfzentrum an und endet auferhalb Blanca 
bei der Ermitage geweiht an Sankt Roque. Tagsiiber feiert man dort 
und erst Spatnachmittags kehrt man mit der Heiligenstatue wieder 
auszuschweiBenden nach Blanca, wo Sankt Roque unter Jubel und 
mit Feuerwerk eingeholt wird. 


* Winterfeste 

Wahrend der Weihnachtszeit kann man in Blanca geniefien von 
mehreren monumentalen Weihnachtskrippen . Eine der wichtigste 
Weihnachtskrippe kann man im Ausstellungsraum der Cajamurcia 
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bewundern. Eine andere sehenswerte private Weihnachtskrippe ist 
am Bahnhof zu besichtigen, zirka acht Kilometer von Blanca 
entfernt. 


Offentliche Sicherheit 

* Hauptquartier von der Guardia Civil Zone 5: autonome 
Gemeinschaft von der Region Murcia - Standort Blanca 

* Dienst Naturschutz Guardia Civil von Blanca (SEPRONA) 

* Gemeinde Polizei 

* Zivilschutz 

* Friedensgericht (Juzgado de Paz) 


Partnerband 
* Anguillara Sabazia (Italien)! 


© Deutsche Tekst: Govert Westerveld 


' Mein Dank geht an Gerda und Jos de Haas fiir die Ubersetzung. 
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Das letzte und wichtigste Morisken 
Dorf in Spanien in 1613 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vS6RMBhJ_kk&feature=youtu.be 


Ein Video von Govert Westerveld, 
Offizielle Chronist des Dorfes 
Blanca (Murcia), Spanien 


Im Jahr 1613 war Blanca das letzte und wichtigste Morisken Dorf in 
Spanien . Alle Morisken mussten~ das Land im Jahr. 1609 verlassen. 
Die Bewohner von Blanca aus dem Ricote Tal konnten das bis 
1613 verzoegern. Anfang Dezember 1613. kam die traurige 
Ankuendigung, dass die Morisken des Ricote Tales auch das Land 
verlassen sollten.Am 13. Dezember 1613 kam endlich die 
Gewissheit. 25% der Bevoelkerung von Blanca ging zu Fuss zum 
Hafen von Cartagena um dort verschifft zu werden. Ein Teil der 
1000 Einwohner versteckten sich in anderen Dorfer oder in den 
Bergen. Nach 10 Jahren kamen viele zurueck. Schliesslich konnten 
45% der ehemaligen Bewohner von Blanca und das Ricote Tal 
bleiben. Diese Leute heirateten im Laufe der Jahre mit Christen und 
heutzutage ist .Blanca eines der frommsten Doerfer in der Provinz 
Murcia. Dieser Film zeigt Ihnen das alte Morisken Viertel mit engen 
Gassen in Richtung Burg und der jahrhunderte alten Haueser. 


Von 1997 bis 2005 habe ich zwei Buecher auf Spanisch ueber die 
Geschichte von Blanca geschrieben von jeweils 1000 Seiten. Das 
erste Buch des Jahres 1997 beschreibt die allgemeine Geschichte 
von Blanca vom 8. bis zum 17. Jahrhundert und das zweite Buch 
des Jahres 2005 befasst sich ausfuehrlich mit der Vertreibung der 
Morisken von Blanca zwischen den Jahren 1609 und 1614 und 
enthaelt viele Stammbaueme. In einem anderen spanischen Buch 
von 2007, diskutiere ich detailliert die Morisk Ricote, die Cervantes 
beschreibt in seinem Buch von Don Quixote. Dieses Buch wurde 
von Cervantes im Jahr 1615 veroeffentlicht. Hier erklaere ich meine 
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Hypothese , dass die Morisk Ricote tatsaechlich aus dem Ricote Tal 
stammen und nicht aus dem Geburtsort von Cervantes, wie von 
allen Historikern behauptet wurde. In der Zwischenzeit ist meine 
Hypothese im Jahr 2010 von Professor Francisco Marques 
Villanueva von der Harvard Universitaet bestaetigt. Schliesslich 
belief meine Dissertation des Jahres 2008 rund 500 Seiten und 
befasst sich ausfuehrlich mit dem Ricote Tal im 14. Jahrhundert. 


Die Geschichte von Blanca koennen wir kurz und einfach 
zusammenfassen. Nach der Invasion der-Mauren in Spanien im Jahr 
711 waren sie im selben Jahrhundert bereits im Ricote Tal mit 
insgesamt sechs.Doerfern. Die—Aktuellen Namen sind: Abaran, 
Blanca , Ojos, Ricote, Ulea und Villanueva. Blanca war im 
siebzehnte Jahrhundert der Hauptort des Ricote Tales. Das erste Mal 
dass Blanca in einem Dokument erschien war im Jahr 1281, als 
Sancho, der Sohn vom Koenig Alfons der Weise, dieses Dorf als 
Spende an den Orden de Santiago angeboten hatte. 


Der alte Name von Blanca war Negra, auf Deutsch uebersetzt 
Schwarz. Der Name des ersten Buergermeisters, die in den 
Dokumenten Jahrgang 1303 gefunden wird ist Garcia Bizcarra, als 
Kommandant der Burg Negra waehrend des Krieges zwischen 
Todmir (der fruehere Name der Provinz Murcia) und Valencia . 
Dieser Krieg dauerte von 1296 bis 1304 und die Burg nahm einen 
wichtigen Platz in der Geschichte des Ricote Tales ein. Das letzte 
Mal dass der Name Negra in Dokumenten erscheint ist in 1315. 
Blanca, auf Deutsch uebersetzt Weiss, finden wir das erste Mal in 
den Dokumenten Jahrgang 1315. Keiner weiss, wann die 
Aenderung _ stattfand, aber in meiner Dissertation im Jahr 2008 
versuche ich zu beweisen, dass der Name Blanca von Koenigin 
Blanche von Bourbon kommt, die 1353 heiratete mit dem spanischen 
Koenig Pedro der Grausame. 


Dieser liess seine Frau schon nach drei Tagen im Stich und lebte 


zusammen mit seiner Geliebten Maria de Padilla. Sein Stiefbruder 
Fadrique , als Meister des Ordens de Santiago , half im Buergerkrieg 
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Koenigin Blanche von Bourbon, aber 1358 liess Pedro der 
Grausame Fadrique in Sevilla ermorden. Auch wurde der 
Kommandant der Ricote ermordet, der zusammen mit Fadrique, 
kaempfte fuer die Rechte der Koenigin Blanca von Bourbon. 
Zwischen 1354 und 1358 war Fadrique gelegentlich im Ricote Tal. 
Koenigin Blanca von Bourbon wird in 1361 auch ermordet. 
Wahrscheinlich gab es danach die Aenderung des Names Negra in 
Blanca zu Ehren von Koenigin Blanca von Bourbon, fuer wem der 
Orden de Santiago Jahre gekaempft hatte. 


Im Jahre 1501 sind-die Muslime von Blanca zum Katholizismus 
uebergetreten und wurden daher-neue Christen genannt. Im Jahre 
1505 wurde die Moschee von Blanca.umgewandelt in eine 
katholischen Kirche und ausserdem ein offizieller Priester ernannt, 
um die neuen Christen den katholischen Glauben zu lehren. Dass 
war nicht der richtige Weg, denn Jahre spaeter ( 1562) sehen wir 
dass mindestens 20 neue Christen von Blanca im Gefaengnis 
geworfen wurden und nach zwei Arten von Prozessen bei 
lebendigen Leibe verbrannt wurden. Die meisten anderen voellig 
neuen Christen verloren ihren Besitz als Zahlung fuer die 
verschiedenen Inquisition Prozesse. Um Wiederholungen zu 
vermeiden war um 1565 ein katholischer Priester aus Abaran ernannt 
worden. 


Der kam aus einer muslimischen Familie und sprach Arabisch. Im 
Jahr 1567 wurde von Philipp der Zweiten ein neues Gesetz 
verkuendet. Nun war es nicht mehr erlaubt Arabisch zu sprechen, 
war es verboten sich anders zu kleiden und gezwungen die 
islamischen Traditionen , zum Beispiel auf Hochzeiten, auf zu 
geben. Deshalb kam es bald zum Krieg zwischen den Morisken aus 
dem Koenigreich Granada und Philipp der Zweiten, wodurch 
sicherlich 60.000 Morisken getoetet wurden. Der anschliessende 
Frieden war jedoch von kurzer Dauer, denn am 9. April 1609 — am 
gleichen Tag dass der zwoelfjaehrige Waffenstillstand mit der 
Niederlande auf Initiative des Koeniglichen Rates unterzeichnet 
wurde und nicht zuletzt wegen die dort nicht mehr erforderlichen 
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Truppen — wurde ausserdem beschlossen , dass alle Morisken 
Spanien verlassen sollten. Die Massendeportationen der getauften 
Muslime betrugen 3 Prozent der gesamten spanischen Bevoelkerung; 
250.000 bis 300.000 Menschen von insgesamt 8 bis 9 Millionen 
Menschen. Jedes Koenigreich hatte einzeln die Verantwortung 
sicherzustellen, dass die Abschiebung angeordnet wurde. Zuerst 
begann man in Valencia am 22. August 1609. Danach folgte 
Aragon am 29. Mai 1610 und im Laufe des gleichen Jahres 
Kastilien. Die ganze Vertreibung hat insgesamt fuenf Jahre gedauert 
(1609 — 1614). Die Morisken kamen ganz entgeistert in ihren neuen 
Heimatlaendern an~ (Nordafrika, Frankreich, Italien und das 
Osmanische Reich). Einige empfanden eine Religionsfreiheit in die 
islamischen Laendern und erlebten Bruderschaft aber andererseits 
grosse Anpassungsschwierigkeiten und kamen sogar in Kontakt mit 
Feindseligkeiten. 


Die Bewohner der Doerfer im Ricote Tal protestierten heftig und 
wussten die Rauemung bis 1613 zu verzoegern. Blanca war mit 
1.000 Einwohner, heute 6.000 , das wichtigste Dorf. Obwohl sie vor 
1502 getauft wurden und deshalb rechtmaessige neue Christen waren 
, wurden sie ploetzlich in 1613 ebenfalls zu rechtswidrige Morisken 
erklaert . Diese grosse Ungerechtigkeit fuehrte Anfang Dezember 
1613 aus Madrid zu der Ankuendigung, dass auch die Morisken des 
Ricote Tales das Land verlassen sollten. Dies fuehrte zu Situationen, 
in denen die Bewohner von Blanca weinend den katholischen 
Bischof in Murcia besuchten, um Vertreibung zu verhindern. Aber 
trotz allem guten Willen der katholische Kirche in Murcia, die fuer 
die Bewohner eintratt, war die Deportation unvermeidbar. Der 
Grund fuer diese Abschiebung war, seltsamerweise, auf Grundlage 
der nationalen Sicherheit. 


Am 13. Dezember 1613 war es endlich soweit. 40% der Ricote 
Vallei Bevoelkerung, ging zu Fuss zum Hafen von Cartagena um 
dort verschifft zu werden. Ein Teil der 1.000 Einwohner von Blanca 
waren in anderen Doérfer un in den Bergen geflohen. Die Abfahrt 
der Schiffe erfolgte schliesslich in Januar 1614. In den drei Wochen, 
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dass die Bewohner von Blanca und ihre Kinder in Cartagena blieben, 
ist es mehreren Eltern gelungen ihre Toechter mit Christen zu ver 
heiraten umso Deportation zu entgehen. Auf diese Weise sehen wir 
dass etwa 20 Ehen zwischen Toechtern der neuen Christen von 
Blanca und maennliche Christen anderer Regionen geschlossen sind. 
Nur die Frauen waren bereit auf diese Weise zu heiraten. Ich habe 
keine Hochzeit von maennlichen neuen Christen mit einer 
christlichen Frau finden koennen. Dass war wirklich bemerkenswert 
weil einige ehemalige Mauren von Blanca bis 1580 sogar 2 oder 3 
Frauen gehabt haben. 


Dank die Taufe- und Eheregister der 16. und 17. Jahrhundert, 
konnte ich ueberpruefen,. dass viele neue Christen von Blanca nach 
10 — 15 Jahren wieder zurueck kamen. Schliesslich konnten 45% 
der ehemaligen Bewohner in Blanca und Ricote Tal wohnen 
bleiben. Die Tatsache, dass in Blanca immer noch alle Glaubens-, 
Tauf- und Todesregister zur Verfuegung stehen kann als etwas 
einzigartiges angesehen werden. Waehrend der _ spanische 
Buergerkrieg zwischen 1936 und 1939 wurden viele Datensaetze 
vernichtet oder einfach verbrannt. Im Laufe der Zeit vermischte sich 
die ehemalige maurische Bevoelkerung langsam mit den Christen. 
Am Berg hang sehen wir zwei grosse Sauelen die als Eingang zur 
maurischen Burg dienten. Wir bemerken noch, dass es nicht leicht 
war dorthin zu gelangen, jedoch notwendig um sich vor 
moeglichen Feinden zu schuetzen. Ausserdem sehen wir , wenn wir 
genau hinsehen, zwei alte Pfade die gebraucht wurden um nach 
oben zu laufen. 


Es gab kein Wasser in der Burg und so mussten die Verteidiger 
Wasser aus dem Fluss zum Burg bringen. Die Burg wurde daher 
auf einem strategischen Punkt gebaut, um sich so optimal moeglich 
gegen zukuenftige Eindringlinge zu schuetzen .In Burg Naehe 
sehen wir ausserdem einen Wachposten, aelter als die Burg und 
vermutlich aus dem 10. Jahrhundert. Die Verteidiger standen ueber 
Rauchzeichen in Kontakt mit den Burgen in Cieza, Ojos und Ricote. 
Die maurische Burg von Blanca stammt aus dem 12. Jahrhundert 


da 


und wurde wahrscheinlich errichtet waehrend der Herrschaft von 
Mr. Muhammad ibn Mardanis, auch genannt Koenig Wolf, der 
zwischen 1124 und 1172 lebte. Blanca besitzt mit seinem 
Moriskenviertel (siehe Film) etwas einzigartiges in der Provinz 
Murcia. Nirgendwo in der Provinz Murcia ist eine derartige 
Sehenswuerdigkeit zu finden! In der Ferne im Vordergrund sehen 
wir einen ehemaligen Getreidespeicher in der Ortschaft Darrax 
genau zwischen den Doerfern Abaran und Blanca. Es ist die einzige 
Mauren Kornkammer die in Spanien bekannt ist. Der rechteckige 
Getreidespeicher ganz oben auf dem Berg gelegen war in mehrere 
Lagerraueme aufgeteilt in denen Getreide gelagert wurde. Die 
Kornkammer hatte eine Wache denn_ er war auch ein heiliger Ort 
und Feinde konnten nicht hineinkommen. Das gleiche Phaenomen 
sahen wir in der katholische Kirche von Blanca im 16. Jahrhundert. 
Wenn jemand in Schwierigkeiten geriet mit dem Gesetz fluechtete 
man schnell in die Kirche und duerften die Soldaten niemanden aus 
der Kirche holen, die Kirche war ein heiliger Ort. 


Heute ist Blanca einer der frommsten Doerfer in der Provinz 
Murcia. Zum Schluss sehen wir die “Virgen Blanca” (Weisse 
Jungfrau) an einem schoenen Aussichtspunkt, wo man eine 
herrliche Aussicht hat auf die gesamte Region’. 


© Deutsche Tekst: Govert Westerveld 


> Mein Dank geht an Gerda en Jos de Haas fiir die Ubersetzung. 
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NEDERLANDS 


Blanca (Murcia) 


Blanca is een gemeente in de Spaanse provincie Murcia in de regio 
Murcia en bevindt zich in de Vega Alta del Segura. Het grenst ten 
noorden met de gemeente Abaran, ten zuiden met de gemeenten 
Ulea en Ojos, ten oosten met de gemeenten Molina de Segura en 


Fortuna, en ten westen met de gemeente Ricote. Het heeft een 
oppervlakte van 87,7 km. De hoogte bedraagt 233 m en Blanca telt 
6.489 inwoners volgens het INE in 2011. 


Communicatie 


De belangrijkste communicatieweg, in de buurt van Blanca, is de 
snelweg a A-30 (Albacete-Murcia). Momenteel is men bezig met de 
snelweg A-33, tussen Fuente la Fuente la Higuera, waardoor de 
verbinding met Valencia zal verbeteren. 


Vanuit Murcia,.is Blanca toegankelijk via de A-30, Exit 111 richting 
Blanca, doch niet via richting Blanca treinstation dat zeker 8 km anaf 
Blanca ligt. Vanuit Madrid, door de afslag 110 van de A-30 of N- 
301. Vanuit Valencia, door de intersectie van de A-33 tot A-30, of 
via de N-344. 


Geschiedenis 


Door gebrek aan documentatie kan men niet vaststellen of er 
vroegtijdig nederzettingen waren op het grondgebied van Blanca, 
alhoewel de nabijheid van de rivier Segura en het goedaardige 
klimaat van dit gebied, het een ideale plek voor de vestiging van een 
bevolking maakte. 
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Als onderdeel van de Ricote-vallei, hoewel zonder directe sporen 
van hun aanwezigheid in het dorp, vermoedt men de aanwezigheid 
van latere beschavingen vanwege de nabijgelegen Iberische 
nederzettingen (Bolbax in Cieza), en (Cabeza del Tio Pio in 
Archena) en Romaanse nederzettingen (Salto de la Novia in Ojos). 
Derhalve moeten we naar het jaar 713 gaan, om met de komst van de 
Arabische verovering, een stabiele menselijke aanwezigheid in de 
stad Blanca te kunnen vinden. De eerste bewijzen zijn de 
overblijfselen van het kasteel, dat dateert uit de XI-XIIe eeuw. 
Toentertijd was Blanca bekend onder de naam_"Negra", dat zwart 
betekent. Waarschijnlyk kwam dat-door de kleur van de berg waar 
het kasteel zich bevindt en waar de allereerste bevolking zich 
vestigde. Dit fort werd gebouwd door de eerste koning van Murcia, 
Mohammed ibn Mardanis, bekend als "Koning Wolf", tussen de 
jaren 1155 en 1171. Deze jaren vielen samen met twee grote razzia’s 
van de Almohaden, en ook met de hoogtijdagen van het Koninkrijk 
(de economie van Murcia bereikte een "boom" met de ontwikkeling 
van de landbouwgranen, wijnstokken en olijf -en exporthandel van 
metaalglans aardewerk aan Italiaanse republieken. De handel vond 
plaats met de officiéle munteenheid, de gouden dinar, gemaakt door 
het eigen valutahuis (Madina Mursiyya - Murcia). De bouw van het 
kasteel van Blanca was bedoeld om de Vega Alta en de Vallei van 
Ricote onder controle te houden en om de veiligheid van het 
Koninkrijk te verhogen. 


De historische band die deel uit maakt van het Moorse Ricote Vallei 
is terug te vinden in 1228, in een opstand onder leiding van Ibn Hud 
uit Ricote tegen de Almohaden. Helaas na zijn dood, tien jaar later, 
zou alleen maar anarchie en wetteloosheid regeren in het Koninkrijk 
van Murcia. Het gevolg was dat de toenmalige moslim regering zo 
gedwongen werd om de Alcaraz Pact te ondertekenen met Castilié in 
1243, met de eis zich als een protectoraat aan de Kroon te 
onderwerpen. Op die manier zouden dan de moslim bezittingen en 
tradities gerespecteerd worden in ruil voor trouw aan de Castiliaanse 
koning. 
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Eenmaal Alfonso X op de Castiliaanse troon en na het breken van 
een aantal bepalingen van het Verdrag, kwam de moslim bevolking 
in opstand tussen 1264 en 1266. Na de opstand afgeslagen te hebben 
kreeg de Ricotevallei bevolking de bevoegdheid van de stad Murcia 
en wordt dit opgenomen in het grondgebied van de stad. 


Door de dood van de oudste zoon en Castiliaanse erfgenaam, 
Fernando de la Cerda, begint de strijd voor troonopvolging van 
Castilié tussen de kinderen-van Fernando, de Infante de la Cerda, en 
de oom, zoon van Alfonso X, de Infante Don Sancho. De 
toekomstige Sancho IV, beloofde,in een document van 25 maart 
1281, aan de Orde van Sint Jacob, ze te belonen met donatie van de 
Ricotevallei, waaronder Negra (Blanca), als ze hem zouden helpen 
in de strijd voor de kroon. Dit is de eerste keer dat de naam Negra in 
een document voorkomt: "... dat alleen God me op tijd brengt om te 
regeren en u de Ricotevallei met Negra en met Abaran en met Ojos 
en met de Puerto de la Losilla met alle landerijen....". Na zijn 
proclamatie als koning, in Sevilla op 19 november 1285, voldoet hij 
aan zijn belofte en verleende de Orde van Sint Jacob de Ricote voor 
de verstrekte hulp: de Ricotevallei, hun boerderijen, dorpen en 
plaatsen.""! 


Het zou geen duurzame vrede worden in de vallei, want James IH van 
Aragon viel het Koninkrik van Murcia binnen in 1296 als 
vergoeding voor zijn verleende hulp aan de andere partij. Dat wil 
zeggen aan de Infantes de la Cerda in de strijd om de opvolging van 
de troon tegen zijn oom. Tijdens deze bezetting werden Negra en 
ziyn kasteel overhandigd aan de adviseur Bernardo de Sarria, 
niettegenstaande het feit dat de commandant van de Orde Sint Jacob 
van Ricote het bezit claimt. Na de vrede krijgt John Osores, de 
commandant van de Orde van Sint Jacob, het kasteel van Blanca 
terug op 19 november 1304. 


De laatste keer dat Negra in een document voorkomt is in 1315. De 
overgang van Negra naar Blanca geschiedde waarschijnlijk tussen 
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1353 en 1362 door de invloed van Blanca de Borbon, koningin van 
Castilié, die in de steek gelaten werd door koning Pedro I en 
verdedigd werd door Don Frederik, Grote Meester van de Orde van 
Sint Jacob en Sancho Sanchez de Moscoso, commandant van 
Ricote.”! Jaren later, juist in 1382, verschijnt voor het eerst de naam 
Blanca in een document, waarin de Gouverneur van het Koninkrijk 
Murcia, Martin Alonso de Valdivieso, middels Graaf de Carrion aan 
het bestuur van Murcia vraagt een Moor van Blanca vrij te laten, die 
op verzoek van een Jood werd aangehouden in Elche."! 

De overheersing van Blanca en de rest van_de Vallei van Ricote door 
de Orde van Sint Jacob zou duren tot de negentiende eeuw. Om de 
opbrengst van hun land te verbeteren, tijdens de eerste jaren van 
deze overheersing, bekeerde men de moslims van deze plaatsen tot 
het christendom en, in de eenwording van de Koninklijke 
landtoekenning van Ricote aan de Orde, plande men de productieve 
en militaire acties van de rest van de vallei. 


Dit belette niet dat de Moorse bevolking beinvloed werd door de 
militaire instabiliteit in het midden van de vijftiende eeuw. Dat was 
er de oorzaak van dat de bevolking van Blanca hun dorp verliet en 
met de troepen van de koning van Granada naar, deze stad 
marcheerde, nadat deze troepen het Koninkryk Murcia binnen 
hadden gevallen. Na het eisen van fiscale voordelen die ingewilligd 
werden keerden ze weer terug naar Blanca, maar dat was maar van 
korte duur. Na een bloedige plundering in Cieza in 1477 door de 
Koninklijke troepen van Granada vertrok de bevolking van Blanca 
opnieuw naar Granada. Ze zouden weer terugkeren in 1492 na de 
verovering van het Koninkrijk Granada. 


Met het beleid van de katholieke koningen Ferdinand en Isabella, en 
de verdrijving van de Joden ging men door met het bekeren tot het 
christendom dat nu ook verplicht werd voor alle moslims. Dat was 
het moment dat de moren gedoopt werden en nu als morisco’s 
beschouwd werden. Onder invloed van deze overheersing werden in 
1507 de oude moskeeén omgebouwd tot kerken."! 
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De moslimbevolking, na haar bekering tot het christendom, 
verwachtte zich te ontdoen van de fiscale druk, waaraan ze waren 
onderworpen door de ontrouw aan de kerk. Zij verwachtte nu de 
totstandkoming van bepaalde rechten. Maar toen dat niet het geval 
was, was de frustratie erg groot en het gevolg was een gewelddadige 
opstand van de Moorse bevolking in de hele vallei in 1517. Die 
opstand werd niet alleen afgeslagen, doch er volgde ook een 
onderdrukking een jaar later. 


Gedurende de zestiende eeuw, was er een belangrijke toename van 
de bevolking van de dorpen, vooral van de dorpen dicht bij de rivier 
Segura. Dat leidde er toe dat Blanca-op 10 augustus, 1591 van Filips 
II het voorrecht van "villazgo" kon kopen, waardoor het dorp de 
bevoegdheid kreeg om zelf een burgemeester en raadsleden te kiezen 
voor het zelfbestuur, wat aan de bewoners de lieve som van 2400 
dukaten kostte. 


De boom en de bevolkingstoename zou het tegenovergestelde 
worden in de daarop volgende eeuw. De verdrijving van de Moren, 
vanwege een in 1613 door Filips II afgevaardigde wet, liet Blanca's 
landbouwgronden in ruine achter vanwege de gedwongen uittocht 
van de bewoners, waardoor de populatie van het dorp naar 300 
mensen slonk.!! Maar 10-15 jaar daarna kwam 45% van de 
bewoners terug naar hun land.'*! Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra 
schreef uitgebreid over deze Morenvallei middels de figuur van "El 
Morisco Ricote".!’! Veel auteurs dachten dat "El Morisco Ricote" uit 
Esquivias (Toledo) of uit de provincie Albacete kwam, maar Govert 
Westerveld, de officiéle kroniekschrijver van de gemeente Blanca, 
toonde aan dat hij uit de Ricote-vallei kwam,'*! hetgeen in 2010 door 
de Morisco expert prof. Francisco Marques Villanueva (Harvard 
University) bevestigd werd.”! 


Reeds in de Gouden Eeuw van Murcia, de achttiende eeuw, begint 
Blanca zich te herstellen van het verlies van de bevolking, en gaat 
van 700 personen in 1713 naar 1378 personen toe in de 
Floridablanca Census van 1786. Het herstel kwam grotendeels 


79 


dankzij de opbrengst van haar vruchtbare fruitboomgaarden en de 
verhuur van grasland aan de rondtrekkende vee nomaden. 

In het begin van deze eeuw werd de kerk, gewijd aan St. Johannes de 
Evangelist, herbouwd door de broers Lucas en Antonio de la Lastra, 
steenhouwers, van wie de tweede stierf in dit dorp in 1696. 

Na de Onafhankelijkheidsoorlog (1808-1814), werd het privilege 
van het dorp geratificeerd door koning Fernando VII in 1819. Negen 
jaar later werd het Koninkrijk Murcia getroffen door een epidemie 
van gele koorts. En Blanca werd door het kapittel van de kathedraal 
van Murcia gekozen als een toevluchtsoord tegen de ziekte, want 
volgens de traditie werd Blanca niet getroffen door deze ziekte. Door 
tussenkomst van. San Roque, en-nadat de bewoners zich tot hem 
gewend hadden met een gebed, werd San Roque benoemd als 
beschermheilige van het dorp. 


Eenmaal bevrijd van de controle door de Orde van Sint Jacob, in 
1851, en na de revolutionaire gebeurtenissen en het herstel van de 
monarchie van Canovas del Castillo in de persoon van Alfonso XII, 
kon Blanca beter het hoofd bieden aan de komst van deze nieuwe 
eeuw en was beter voorbereid dan sommige van de nabijgelegen 
dorpen. In 1856 finaliseerde men de bouw van een nieuwe brug over 
de rivier Segura. In 1869, voltooid men de landweg die het dorp met 
het treinstation zou verbinden. In 1894 werd de straatverlichting 
geinstalleerd. 


Ook in 1894, was Blanca het slachtoffer van enkele helling 
instortingen en verschillende gebouwen werden daardoor vernietigd, 
waaronder het ziekenhuis en het gebouw dat onderdak verleende aan 
de armen. Dit had tot gevolg dat het landschap volledig veranderde, 
hetgeen reden was voor de bouw van nieuwe huizen en straten. 


In de twintigste eeuw, verliepen de turbulente politieke en 
maatschappelijke perioden in het dorp op dezelfde manier als in de 
rest van de regio. De Tweede Republiek werd uitgeroepen in 1931. 
In de verkiezingen van 1933, wisten de conservatieve partijen, 
gegroepeerd in de Spaanse Confederatie van Autonome Rechten 
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(CEDA), de verkiezingen te winnen. Het antwoord van links liet niet 
op zich wachten en meteen stimuleerde men de organisatie van 
vakbonden en maatschappelijke organisaties. In 1934, werd een 
algemene staking in Murcia uitgeroepen met gewelddadige 
demonstraties in vele locaties. Men moest toen in het naburige Cieza 
een staat van oorlog afkondigen en in het dorp Alguazas waren er 
verschillende doden. De verkiezingen van 1936, die werden 
gewonnen door een coalitie van linkse partijen opgeroepen als het 
Volksfront, veroorzaakte hevige confrontaties in de hele regio. Deze 
situatie was het voorspel van een burgeroorlog die tenslotte uitbrak 
op 17 juli van dat jaar door de opstand van een deel van het leger. 
Net als in de rest van het land, in-deze jaren was er sporadisch een 
sociale crisis. De meeste tastbare verwezenliking kwam tot uiting in 
de aanvallen op kloosters en kerken. In het geval van Blanca, het 
klooster La Milagrosa en de Parochie van. St. Johannes de 
Evangelist. Als gevolg van dit geweld, raakte Blanca een 
aanzienlijke hoeveelheid van religieuze kunst kwijt, vooral 
religieuze voorstellingen (Christus gebonden aan de kolom" 
Salzillo stijl en auteurschap van sanchez Tapia, één van de 
belangrijkste en  gewaardeerde meesterwerken, werd gelukkig 
gered). 


Ondanks het kiezen van de republiek, had de regio Murcia weinig te 
maken met militaire acties, met uitzondering van sporadische 
beschietingen van de havens van Cartagena en Aguilas. In maart 
1939 bezetten de nationale troepen Blanca en de rest van de regio. 

Vanuit demografisch oogpunt is de twintigste eeuw een tijd van 
stagnatie geweest voor Blanca. Een eeuw eerder had men 6000 
inwoners, die vandaag de dag hetzelfde cijfer blijven geven. Op dit 
moment is de immigratie essentieel om dit bevolkingsaantal te 
behouden en te verhogen. Dit is niet verwonderlijk, omdat de 
economie van het dorp in het begin van de eeuw volledig gebaseerd 
was op landbouw, esparto!'®! en houtverkoop. Het espartogras is 
geleidelijk aan verdwenen met de opkomst van synthetische vezels. 
Als bijgaande omstandigheid is nog te noemen de sluiting van de 
conservenfabrieken in de jaren zeventig en het opgeven van de hout 
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activiteiten. Op die manier worden de jonge inwoners gedwongen 
hun werk elders te vinden, want praktisch niemand wil meer in de 
landbouw werken. 


Alleen de landbouw, momenteel gewijd aan fruit en druiven, kreeg 
een belangrijke impuls door de wateroverdracht van de Tajo-Segura. 
Maar de inwoners van Blanca geven zich niet gewonnen door 
tegenspoed. Zij strijden samen om toekomstige tijden het hoofd te 
bieden in een opmerkelijke poging om hun dorp te laten groeien en 
het aan anderen bekend te maken door culturele programma's, 
traditionele feesten en internationale kunstenaars. 


Bezienswaardigheden 


e St. Johannes de Evangelist kerk van de XVle eeuw 

e Arabisch kasteel van de XIle eeuw 

e Pefia Negra (zwarte vulkanische rots waarop het oude dorp 
ligt) 

e Museum en Art Center van Blanca (MUCAB). Een 
Internationaal architectonisch bezienswaardigheid 

e Kerk St. Johannes de Evangelist van de achttiende eeuw 

e Stichting Pedro Cano 

e Hermitage van Saint Roch (barok) 

e Interpretation Centrum van Water en Licht 

e Hermitage van Sint Peter 

e Reuzenwaterrad "Nufiez Miguelico" 

e Craftsman Huis Workshop "Centrum Negra". Op een 
toplocatie aan de rand van het Moorse kasteel, er zijn 
cursussen in schilderen. 

e Landhuis "La Favorita" 

e Wandelpaden langs de rivier. 


Werkgelegenheid 
e Industrieterrein San Roque 
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e Industrieterrein Angel Prieto Oliva 
Festivals en belangrijke evenementen 


e Goede week: Net als in de andere steden in de regio, 
wanneer de _ vastentijd begint dan eindigen alle 
broederschappen en passion genootschappen hun laatste 
voorbereidingen voor evenementen en parades vol hartstocht 
en sentimentaliteit. 


Op dit moment zijn er acht broederschappen in Blanca, waarvan de 
oudsten zijn: de Onvervalste en-meest Illustere Broederschap van 
Onze Vader, Jezus van Nazareth, de Broederschap van St. Johannes 
de Evangelist, de Onvervalste Congregatie van de Heilige Harten 
van Jezus en Maria en de Broederschap van Servite van onze Lieve 
Vrouw van de Maagd van Smarten. En anderen van latere oprichting 
zijn: de Broederschap van La Veronica, de Broederschap van St. 
Peter, de Broederschap van St. Maria Magdalena. De jongste 
Broederschap is die van de Broederschap van het gebed in de tuin. 
Voor het eerst liep met het beeld van de Maagd van verdriet 
gedurende de processie op Goede Vrijdag in 1986, en drie jaar later 
stichtte men de Broederschap. Vermeldingswaard is de traditie in 
Blanca van het bod op de beelden, waaruit het sterke religieuze 
gevoel van de mensen van Blanca naar voren komt. Men betaalt om 
op zijn schouders het zware gewicht van de gekozen beelden te 
mogen dragen. 


e Kermis in augustus: In augustus viert Blanca zijn 
zomerfeesten en opnieuw ter eren van _ Blanca's 
patroonheilige, San Roque. Hier verandert het decor, de 
eierkoek door de stieren, want het stierenrennen is officieel 
verklaard als van regionaal toeristisch belang en zeker de 
meest belangrijke dag voor heel Blanca. 

e 

Blanca's stierenrennen is een traditie die men al meer dan 
driehonderd jaar viert en is een unicum in de regio Murcia. Tijdens 
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de ochtend, de sfeer die heerst over het gehele traject van de route is 
een grenzeloze vreugde, waarin het dansen en optochten van bands, 
iedereen aanmoedigen om feest te vieren en waarbij iedereen 
welkom is. De kermis wordt altijd gehouden voor 15 augustus. Het 
leven en de tradities van het dorp zijn goed beschreven door een 
andere kroniekschrijver van het dorp, Angel Rios Martinez.!'!J 


e Lentefeesten: Blanca in lentetijd, na de Goede week 
beginnen de feesten een week lang, die gewijd zijn aan de 
beschermheilige Sint Roque. Het meest karakteristieke 
evenement is wel de kroning van de koningin van het dorp, 
en de bedevaart. 


De bedevaart bestaat uit het dragen van de beschermheilige Sint 
Roque op de schouders van de mensen. De route is vanaf de kerk, in 
het centrum van het dorp, tot de eigen hermitage gewijd aan deze 
patroon. Daar brengt men daar dan de dag door en in de late middag 
brengt men de beschermheilige weer terug naar de kerk in Blanca, 
waar Sint Roque met vreugde en vuurpijlen wordt ontvangen. 


e Winterfeesten: Blanca met kerstfeest, waar men kan 
genieten van diverse monumentale kerststallen. Eén van de 
belangrijkste monumentale kerststallen is te vinden in de 
expositie zaal van Cajamurcia. Een ander belangrijke 
particuliere kerststal vindt men bij het treinstation van 
Blanca, dat acht km van het dorp Blanca afligt. 


e Lentefeesten. Blanca in lentetijd, na de Goede week 
beginnen de feesten een week lang, die gewijd zijn aan de 
beschermheilige Sint Roque. Het meest karakteristieke 
evenement is wel de kroning van de koningin van het dorp, 
en de bedevaart. 


De bedevaart bestaat uit het dragen van de beschermheilige Sint 


Roque op de schouders van de mensen. De route is vanaf de kerk, in 
het centrum van het dorp, tot de eigen hermitage gewijd aan deze 
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patroon. Daar brengt men daar dan de dag door en in de late middag 
brengt men de beschermheilige weer terug naar de kerk in Blanca, 
waar Sint Roque met vreugde en vuurpijlen wordt ontvangen. 


Openbare veiligheid 


Hoofdkwartier van de Guardia Civil. 5e zone: Autonome 
Gemeenschap van de regio Murcia. Locatie Blanca. 

Dienst Natuurbescherming Guardia Civil van Blanca 
(SEPRONA) 

De lokale politie 

Civiele bescherming 

Vredegerecht (Juzgado de Paz) 


Stedenband 


Anguillara Sabazia (ff Wi Italié) 


© Nederlandse tekst: Govert Westerveld 
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Het laatste en grootste Moriskendorp 
in Spanje 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0jZQVzw7Ec&feature=you 
tu.be 


Een video van Govert Westerveld, 
Officiéle geschiedschrijver-van de gemeente Blanca (Murcia) Spanje 


Blanca was het allerlaatste en belangrijkste Moriskendorp in Spanje 
in 1613. De morisken moesten allemaal het land uit in 1609. De 
inwoners van Blanca uit de Ricote Vallei wisten dat uit te stellen tot 
1613. Begin December 1613 kwam de droevige mededeling dat de 
Morisken van de Ricote Vallei ook het land uit moesten. Op 13 
december, 1613, was het uiteindelijk zover. 75% van de bevolking 
liep te voet naar de haven van Cartagena om daar verscheept te 
worden. Een gedeelte van de 1000 inwoners had zich in de hoge 
bergen teruggetrokken. Na 10 - 15 jaar kwamen velen weer terug. 
Uiteindelijk kon 45% van de vroegere inwoners van Blanca en de 
Ricote Vallei blijven. Deze bewoners mengden zich in de loop der 
tijd met de Christenen en vandaag de dag is Blanca één van de 
vroomste dorpen in de provincie Murcia. Deze film toont U de oude 
Moriskenbuurt met de kronkelige kleine straatjes die naar het kasteel 
toelopen en de hele oude woningen van eeuwen terug. 


Vanaf 1997 tot 2005 heb ik twee dikke boekwerken in het Spaans 
geschreven van elk 1000 bladzijden, over de geschiedenis van 
Blanca. Het eerste boek van 1997 behandelt de algemene 
geschiedenis van Blanca vanaf de 8e tot de 17e eeuw en het tweede 
boekwerk van 2005 behandelt uitvoerig de verdrijving van de 
Morisken van Blanca tussen de jaren 1609 en 1614, met vele 
stambomen. In een ander Spaans boek van 2007 behandel ik de 
Morisk Ricote uitvoerig, die Cervantes beschrijft in zijn boek van 
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Don Quixote. Dit boek werd gepubliceerd door Cervantes in 1615. 
Hier neem ik als hypothese op dat de Morisk Ricote daadwerkelijk 
uit de Ricote Vallei stammen en niet uit de geboorteplaats van 
Cervantes, hetgeen door alle Historici beweerd werd. Ondertussen is 
mijn hypothese in 2010 bevestigd door Professor Francisco Marques 
Villanueva van de Harvard University. Tenslotte neemt mijn 
proefschrift van 2008 ook zo’n 500 bladzijden in beslag en behandelt 
deze de Ricote Vallei in de 14e eeuw uitvoerig. 


De geschiedenis van Blanca kunnen.we kortweg als volgt 
samenstellen. Na het binnenvallen van de Moren in Spanje in het 
jaar 711, vestigen zij zich nog in-dezelfde eeuw in de Ricote Vallei, 
alwaar we zes. dorpen hadden. De huidige namen van deze dorpen 
zijn: Abaran, Blanca, Ojos, Ricote, Ulea en Villanueva. Het dorp 
Blanca was in de 17e eeuw het belangrijkste dorp van de Ricote 
Vallei. 


De eerste keer dat Blanca voorkwam in een document, is in het jaar 
1281 toen Sancho, de zoon van Koning Alfonso de Wijze, aan de 
Orden van Santiago dit dorp als donatie aanbood. De naam van 
Blanca was toen Negra, in het Nederlands vertaald als zwart. De 
naam van de eerste burgemeester, die in de documenten voorkomt in 
1303, is die van Garcia Bizcarra, als bevelhebber van het kasteel in 
Negra tijdens de oorlog tussen Todmir (de vroegere provincie naam 
van Murcia) en Valencia. Deze oorlog woedde tussen 1296 en 1304 
en het kasteel in Negra nam toentertijd een belangrijke plaats in. 


De laatste keer dat de naam Negra voorkomt in een document, is in 
het jaar 1315 en de eerste keer dat we de naam Blanca, in het 
Nederlands wit, tegenkomen is in het jaar 1383. Niemand weet 
wanneer die verandering van naam plaatsvond, maar in mijn 
proefschrift van 2008 tracht ik te bewijzen dat de naam Blanca 
afstamt van Koningin Blanca van Bourbon, die in 1353 trouwde met 
de Spaanse Koning Pedro de Wrede. 
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Deze liet zijn vrouw al na drie dagen in de steek en leefde liever 
samen met zijn geliefde Maria de Padilla. Zijn stiefbroer Fadrique 
kwam in de burgeroorlog op voor Koningin Blanca van Bourbon, 
als Meester van de Orden van Santiago, maar in 1358 liet Pedro de 
Wrede hem in Sevilla vermoorden. Ook werd de commandant van 
Ricote omgebracht die samen met Fadrique streed voor de rechten 
van Koningin Blanca de Bourbon. Tussen 1354 en 1358 bezocht 
Fadrique de Ricote Vallei af en toe en alles heeft er weg van dat de 
naam Negra toen veranderde in die van Blanca, als eerbetoon aan 
Koningin Blanca de Bourbon, voor wie de Orden de Santiago 
jarenlang streed. 


In 1501 bekeerden de moslims van Blanca zich tot het katholieke 
geloof en werden op die manier nieuwe Christenen genoemd. In 
1505 werd de moskee van Blanca omgebouwd tot een katholieke 
kerk en werd er een officiéle priester aangesteld om de nieuwe 
christenen het katholieke geloof bij te brengen. 


Dat gebeurde niet op de juiste manier, want jaren daarna zien we in 
1562 dat er zeker 20 nieuwe christenen van Blanca de gevangenis in 
moesten, waarvan er na allerlei processen twee levend verbrand 
werden. De meeste andere nieuwe christenen raakten volledig hun 
bezittingen kwit, als aanbetaling voor de diverse inquisitie 
processen. Om herhaling te voorkomen, werd er omstreeks 1565 een 
katholieke priester uit Abaran aangesteld die ook uit een 
moslimfamilie kwam en Arabisch sprak. In 1567 werd er door 
Philips de Tweede een nieuwe wet afgekondigd. Vanaf nu mocht 
men geen Arabisch meer spreken, was het verboden zich anders te 
kleden en moest men bovendien afstand doen van bijvoorbeeld de 
islamitische tradities bij trouwerijen. Dit leidde spoedig tot een 
oorlog tussen de Morisken uit het koninkrijk Granada en Philips de 
Tweede, waarbij zeker 60.000 Morisken om het leven kwamen. De 
daaropvolgende vrede was maar van korte duur, want op 9 april 
1609 (dezelfde dag waarop, niet onbelangrijk gezien de vereiste 
manschappen, het Twaalfjarige Bestand met de Nederlanden werd 
getekend op initiatief van de Koninklijke Raad) werd er tevens 
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beslist dat alle Morisken het land uit moesten. De massale deportatie 
van de gedoopte moslims had betrekking op 3 procent van de totale 
Spaanse bevolking; 250.000 tot 300.000 mensen van de in totaal 8 a 
9 miljoen. 


Elk koninkrijk moest er individueel op toezien dat de deportatie 
geregeld werd. Als eerst begon men in Valencia, op 22 augustus 
1609. Daarna volgde Aragon, op 29 mei 1610, en Castilié in de loop 
van hetzelfde jaar. Het gehele proces heeft in totaal circa vijf jaren 
geduurd, van 1609 tot 1614. Vrij ontredderd kwamen de Morisken in 
hun nieuwe thuishavens aan. Het betrof Noord-Afrika, Frankrijk, 
Italié en ook het Ottomaanse Rijk. Sommigen ervoeren het overigens 
als een religieuze bevrijding en ondervonden in de islamitische 
landen  enerzijds .broederschap, anderzijds echter grote 
aanpassingsmoeilijkheden en ze kwamen zelfs in aanraking met 
vijandigheden. 


De bewoners van de dorpen in de Ricote Vallei protesteerden hevig 
en wisten de verdrijving uit te stellen tot 1613. Blanca was toen met 
1000 inwoners, vandaag de dag 6000, het belangrijkste dorp in de 
Ricote Vallei. Alhoewel ze eerder dan 1502 gedoopt waren en recht 
hadden op de titel van nieuwe christenen, werden ze plotseling ook 
in 1613 onrechtmatig als Morisken betiteld. Dit grote onrecht had tot 
gevolg dat begin December van 1613 Madrid bekendmaakte dat ook 
de Morisken van de Ricote Vallei het land uit moesten. Dit leidde tot 
huiverige situaties, waarbij de bewoners van Blanca zich wenend tot 
de katholieke bisschop in Murcia wendde, om verdrijving te 
voorkomen. Ondanks alle goede wil van de katholieke kerk in 
Murcia, die opkwam voor de bewoners van de Ricote vallei, ging de 
deportatie toch door. De reden die werd gegeven voor deze 
deportatie was, vreemd genoeg, op basis van de nationale 
veiligheid. 


Op 13 december, 1613, was het uiteindelijk zover. 75% van de 


bevolking van de Ricote Vallei, waaronder Blanca, liep te voet naar 
de haven van Cartagena om daar verscheept te worden. Een gedeelte 
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van de 1000 inwoners had zich in de hoge bergen teruggetrokken. 
De verscheping vond uiteindelijk plaats in januari 1614. In de drie 
weken dat de bewoners van Blanca en hun kinderen in Cartagena 
vertoefden, gelukte het aan verschillende inwoners hun dochters te 
laten trouwen met christenen, om zodoende deportatie te voorkomen. 
Op die manier zien we zo’n 20 huwelijken tussen de dochters van de 
nieuwe christenen van Blanca en mannelijke christenen van andere 
streken. Alleen de vrouwen waren bereid op die manier te trouwen. 
Ik heb geen enkele mannelijke nieuwe christen kunnen vinden die 
met een vrouwelijke christen wilde trouwen. Dat lag echt niet in de 
aard van deze vroegere Moren van Blanca, waarvan enkelen zelfs 
nog 2 of 3 Moorse vrouwen hadden-tot aan 1580. 


Dankzij de doop- en trouwregisters van de 16e en 17e eeuw kon ik 
vaststellen dat vele nieuwe christenen van Blanca 10 - 15 jaar daarna 
weer terugkwamen. Uiteindelijkk konden 45% wan de vroegere 
inwoners in Blanca en de Ricote Vallei blijven. Het feit dat we in 
Blanca vrijwel nog alle doop-, trouw- en overlijdensregisters hebben, 
kan men als iets uniek beschouwen. Als gevolg van de Spaanse 
burgeroorlog (1936 en 1939) zijn namelijk vele registers vernietigd 
of eenvoudigweg/simpelweg verbrand. In de loop der tijd mengde de 
vroegere Moorse bevolking zich langzaam met de christenen. 


Tegen de berghelling zien we twee grote zuilen die als ingang van 
het Morenkasteel dienden. We merken verder op dat het niet 
gemakkelijk was om in die ingang te komen, hetgeen nodig was om 
de ingang te beschermen tegen mogelijke vijanden. Op de 
berghelling zien we verder, als we goed kijken, twee oude paden die 
gebruikt werden door de Moren om naar boven te wandelen. Water 
was er niet in het kasteel en dus moest men water uit de rivier halen 
en dat naar het kasteel toebrengen. Het kasteel was dus gebouwd op 
een strategisch punt, om het zo goed mogelijk te kunnen beschermen 
tegen toekomstige indringers. In de buurt van het kasteel zien we 
ook nog een bewakingspost die er eerder was dan het kasteel en 
vermoedelijk uit de 10e eeuw dateert. Het kasteel in Blanca stond via 
rooksignalen in contact met de kastelen in Cieza, Ojos en Ricote. 
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Het Morenkasteel dateert van de 12e eeuw en werd waarschijnlijk 
gebouwd gedurende het bewind van Muhammad ibn Mardanis, ook 
wel Koning Wolf genoemd, die leefde tussen 1124 en 1172. Blanca 
heeft met de oude wijk, die U hier in de film ziet, een unieke 
bezienswaardigheid in de provincie Murcia. Nergens in de provincie 
Murcia is er nog zo'n oude Moriskenbuurt te vinden. 


Op de voorgrond in de verte zien we nog een vroegere graanschuur 
in het gehucht Darrax, dat precies tussen de dorpen Abaran en 
Blanca ligt. Het is de enigste Moren graanschuur die in Spanje 
bekend is. Helemaal bovenop de berg was deze rechthoekige 
graanschuur verdeeld in diverse-ruimtes waarin graan opgeslagen 
werd. De graanschuur had een bewaker, want het was een heilige 
plaats en viyanden konden daar niet binnenkomen. Hetzelfde 
verschijnsel zagen we ook in de katholieke kerk van Blanca in de 
16e eeuw. Wanneer iemand in moeilijkheden kwam met de wet, liep 
men snel de kerk binnen en daar mochten dan de soldaten niemand 
uit de kerk halen, want dat was een heilige plaats. 


Vandaag de dag is Blanca één der vroomste dorpen in de provincie 
Murcia. Tenslotte zien we de “Virgen Blanca” (Witte Maagd) op een 


fraaie uitkijkpost, vanaf waar men een prachtig uitzicht heeft op de 
hele streek. 


© Nederlandse Tekst: Govert Westerveld 
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ITALIANO 


Blanca (Murcia) 


Blanca ¢ un comune spagnolo situato nella Vega Alta del Segura 
nella regione di Murcia. Appartiene a uno dei sei comuni della Valle 
di Ricote (Valle de Ricote) insieme ad Abaran, Ojos, Ricote, Ulea e 
Villanueva de Segura. Blanca confina a nord con il comune di 
Abaran, a sud con quelli di Ulea e Ojos, ad est con i comuni di 
Molina de Segura e Fortuna e ad ovest con il comune di Ricote. 
Blanca copre un'area di 87,7 km/?, la sua altitudine media ¢ 233m ed 
il villaggio ha 6.489 abitanti, secondo I'INE nel 2011. 


Comunicazioni stradali 

La strada principale vicino a Blanca é I'autostrada A-30 (Albacete, 
Murcia). La A-33 tra Fuente la Higuera e Blanca ¢ attualmente in 
costruzione. Questa autostrada migliorera il collegamento a 
Valencia. 

Da Murcia, Blanca é raggiungibile tramite l'autostrada A-30, 
all'uscita 111 della stazione ferroviaria di Blanca - ffcc, da Madrid si 
raggiunge attraverso l'uscita 110 dell'autostrada,A-30 o tramite la 
statale N-301, Da Valencia si puo guidare fino a Blanca attraverso il 
raccordo della futura A-33 con I'autostrada A-30 0 tramite la statale 
N-344. 


Storia 

Dobbiamo tornare all'anno 713 con I'arrivo della conquista araba per 
trovare segni della presenza umana permanente nella citta di Blanca. 
La prima testimonianza ci porta ai resti del suo castello risalenti al 
XII secolo. Nel XIII secolo era conosciuta con il nome di Negra, a 
quanto pare a causa del colore della montagna nera vicino al castello 
ed al centro abitato. Questo castello fu costruito tra 11 1155 e il 1171 
dal primo re di Murcia, Muhammad ibn Mardanis, conosciuto come 
il Re lupo. Il collegamento storico che la colloca a far parte della 
Valle moresca di Ricote ¢ stato trovato nel 1228 durante 
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l'insurrezione guidata da Ibn Hud da Ricote contro gli Almohadi. 
Tuttavia, dopo la sua morte dieci anni piu tardi l'anarchia e 
l'lllegalita propagarono nel Regno di Murcia, causando il Patto 
Alcaraz firmato con Castiglia nel 1243, che richiedeva la 
sottomissione alla Corona come un protettorato e rispettando e 
garantendo i possedimenti e le tradizioni musulmane in cambio del 
vassallaggio al re castigliano. [Please reconsider this sentence]. Una 
volta che Alfonso X sali al trono castigliano e dopo aver rotto alcune 
clausole del Trattato Mudejar la popolazione si ribello tra il 1264 ed 
il 1266. Dopo la repressione della rivoluzione, Alfonso X diede alla 
popolazione della Valle di Ricote la giurisdizione della citta di 
Murcia, comprendendo Blanca _nel_territorio della citta. Con la morte 
di Fernando de la Cerda, il figlio maggiore ed erede castigliano, 
inizio la lotta per la successione al trono di Castiglia. La lotta fu tra i 
figli di Fernando, gli infanti de la Cerda e suo zio, il figlio di Alfonso 
X, I'Infante Don Sancho. In un documento del 25 marzo 1281 il 
futuro Sancho IV promise di premiare l'Ordine di Santiago donando 
la Valle di Ricote, compresa Negra (Blanca) se lo avesse aiutato 
nella sua lotta per la corona. Quando fu proclamato re di Siviglia, il 
19 novembre 1285, Sancho IV adempi al suo impegno e diede 
all'Ordine di Santiago la Valle di Ricote, le zone vicine ed i villaggi 
per il sostegno fornito (1). La pace non duro a lungo nella Valle di 
Ricote a causa di Giacomo II d'Aragona che invase il Regno di 
Murcia nel 1296 per premiare se stesso per l'atuto dato alla 
controparte, cioé agli Infanti de la Cerda, nella lotta per la 
successione al trono contro lo zio. Durante questa occupazione, 
Negra ed il suo castello furono consegnate al consigliere Bernardo 
de Sarria, anche se il comandante santiaguista di Ricote pretendeva 
di sostituirli con John Osores, il 19 settembre 1303. L'ultima volta 
che il nome di Negra si afferma in un documento é I'anno 1315. il 
cambiamento del nome da Negra a Blanca, probabilmente ebbe 
luogo tra il 1353 e il 1362 per I'influenza di Dona Blanca de Borbon, 
regina di Castiglia, che fu abbandonata dal re Pedro I e difesa da 
Fadrique, Maestro dell'Ordine di Santiago e da Sancho Sanchez de 
Moscoso, il comandante santiaguista di Ricote (2). Nel 1382 la citta 
apparve per la prima volta sotto il nome di Blanca. L'advancer 
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(Consigliere) del Regno di Murcia, Martin Alonso de Valdivieso, 
richiese la liberta per un moro di Blanca che fu catturato su richiesta 
di un Ebreo di Elche (3). Gli eventi sleali non potevano fermare 
l'instabilita della guerra nei decenni centrali del XV secolo. La 
guerra causo l'abbandono di Blanca da parte del suo popolo in 
marcia con le truppe del re di Granada, dopo un'incursione nel regno 
di Murcia. Successivamente, dopo aver richiesto dei benefici fiscali, 
il popolo di Blanca ritorno. Dopo il sacco insanguinato di Cieza nel 
1477, che lascio i villaggi spopolati, gli abitanti di Blanca 
abbandonarono di nuovo il loro villaggio. Tornarono di nuovo nel 
1492, dopo la conquista del Regno di Granada. Il dominio 
dell'Ordine di Santiago su Blanca-e-sul resto della Valle di Ricote si 
sarebbe esteso fino al. XIX secolo. Al. fine di migliorare le 
prestazioni delle loro terre nei primi anni di questo dominio I'Ordine 
convinse 1 maomettani di Blanca a convertirsi al cristianesimo prima 
della nuova legge nel 1501. Essi furono ora chiamati nuovi cristiani. 
I maomettani convertiti dopo la nuova legge del 1501 furono 
chiamati Mori. Nel 1507 i re cattolici diedero istruzioni per costruire 
chiese in  sostituzione delle vecchie moschee (4). Con questa 
conversione al cristianesimo la popolazione musulmana sperava di 
liberarsi delle pressioni fiscali a cui era assoggettata. Tuttavia, la loro 
frustrazione crebbe nel vedere che questo non succedeva e questo 
provoco una violenta rivolta della popolazione moresca in tutta la 
Valle nel 1517. Questa ribellione fu soppressa e repressa un anno 
dopo. 


Per tutto il XVI secolo Blanca registro un significativo aumento 
della popolazione. Filippo II, a cui mancava sempre denaro a causa 
delle sue guerre, pianificO una nuova strategia per ottenerlo: la 
creazione di comuni. Di conseguenza, il 10 agosto 1591 Blanca 
ottenne da Filippo II lo status di comune al costo di 2.400 ducati. 
L'espulsione dei nuovi cristiani della valle di Ricote - ora 
improvwvisamente chiamati mori - decretata nel 1613 da Filippo III 
lascio le terre di Blanca in rovina. Blanca fu lasciata con solo 300 
persone (5), a causa dell'esodo forzato dei suoi abitanti. Tuttavia, 10- 
15 anni dopo il 45% dei suoi abitanti tornarono alle loro terre (6). 
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Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra ha scritto a lungo della Valle moresca 
di Ricote attraverso la figura di Morisco Ricote (7). Molti autori 
hanno pensato che Morisco Ricote venisse da Esquivias o Albacete, 
ma Govert Westerveld, uno dei due cronisti del paese dimostro che 
Morisco Ricote veniva dalla Valle di Ricote (8), come confermato 
nel 2010 dal professor Francisco Marquez Villanueva (9). Tornando 
al secolo d'oro di Murcia (il XVIII secolo) Blanca ha cominciato a 
recuperare la perdita di popolazione, passando da 700 abitanti nel 
1713 a 1378 nel 1786, secondo il censimento Floridablanca. 
L'attuale chiesa dedicata-a San Giovanni Evangelista ¢ stata 
ricostruita alla fine del XVII e I'inizio del XVIII secolo dai fratelli 
marmisti Luca e.Antonio de la-Lastra. L'edificio fu terminato nel 
7A. 


Dopo la guerra d'indipendenza (1808-1814) il privilegio di Blanca é 
stato ratificato dal re Ferdinando VI nel 1819. Nove anni piu tardi il 
regno di Murcia é stato colpito da un'epidemia di febbre gialla e 
Blanca ¢é stata eletta dal Capitolo della Cattedrale di Murcia come 
rifugio dalla malattia e grazie all'intercessione di San Rocco la 
febbre non raggiunse mai Blanca, secondo la tradizione. San Rocco 
fu nominato protettore di Blanca a vedere dai risultati delle preghiere 
degli abitanti da Blanca dirette a lui. Liberata dal controllo da parte 
dell'Ordine di Santiago, nel 1851 e dopo gli eventi rivoluzionari e la 
restaurazione della monarchia di Canovas del Castillo con Alfonso 
XII, Blanca affronto I'inizio del nuovo secolo piu preparata di alcuni 
dei comuni circostanti. Nel 1856 gli abitanti organizzarono la 
costruzione di un nuovo ponte sul fiume Segura. Nel 1869 una strada 
rurale fu completata per collegare la citta con la stazione ferroviaria. 
Nel 1894 é stata installata l'illuminazione pubblica. Nel 1894 Blanca 
subi anche diversi crolli delle colline, che distrussero diversi edifici, 
tra cui una casa-ospedale ed un rifugio per i poveri. II risultato fu un 
cambiamento completo del paesaggio che ha motivato la costruzione 
di nuove case e strade. Nel corso del XX secolo periodi politici e 
sociali turbolenti si verificarono regolarmente in citta e nel resto 
della regione. Proclamata la Seconda Repubblica con le elezioni del 
1931 i partiti conservatori raggruppati nella Confederazione 
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spagnola dei diritti autonomi (CEDA) hanno vinto le elezioni. La 
risposta dei partiti di sinistra é stata un immediato sviluppo 
dell'organizzazione dei sindacati e delle associazioni sociali che nel 
1934 hanno proclamato uno sciopero generale a Murcia con 
manifestazioni violente in molti luoghi. La vicina Cieza ha dovuto 
dichiarare lo stato di guerra e ci sono stati diversi morti a Alguazas. 
Le elezioni del 1936, che sono state vinte da una coalizione di partiti 
di sinistra, chiamato "Fronte Popolare", tornarono a provocare 
scontri violenti in tutta la regione. Questo ha proclamato il conflitto 
civile che si concluse con l'aumento di una parte dell'esercito, il 17 
luglio dello stesso anno. Come nel resto del paese, in questi anni, ci 
furono crisi sociali isolate. Tuttavia,la consapevolezza pit evidente 
si riflesse in attacchi contro conventi e chiese, come il convento "La 
Milagrosa" e la parrocchia della chiesa di Blanca "San Giovanni 
Evangelista". Come risultato di questa violenza Blanca perse una 
quantita significativa di artefatti religiosi, specialmente relativi ad 
immagini religiose (un quadro dei piu prestigiosi ed apprezzati 
salvato dagli stessi attacchi fu quello di Cristo legato alla colonna in 
stile Salzillo, la cui paternita é di Sanchez Tapia). 


Malgrado sia rimasta a fianco della Repubblica, la regione di Murcia 
€ rimasta lontano dal fronte, perché c'era poca azione militare, ad 
eccezione di sporadici bombardamenti ai porti di Cartagena e 
Aguilas. Nel marzo del 1939 le truppe della squadra nazionale 
occuparono la citta. con il resto della regione. Dal punto di vista 
demografico il ventesimo secolo ¢€ stato un periodo di stagnazione 
per Blanca. Un secolo prima aveva 6.000 abitanti e la stessa cifra 
rimane nel ventunesimo secolo. Oggi l'immigrazione ¢ essenziale per 
mantenere ed aumentare questo numero. Cid non € sorprendente 
perché l'economia del comune, all'inizio del secolo, era basata 
sull'agricoltura, sullo sparto (10) e sulla vendita di legname, che 
gradualmente scomparve con l'avvento delle fibre sintetiche. Queste 
circostanze, la chiusura delle industrie conserviere e l'abbandono del 
disboscamento costrinsero l'emigrazione di molti residenti locali in 
altri luoghi. Solo I'agricoltura, attualmente dedicata alla frutta e 
all'uva, ha ricevuto un notevole impulso con le acque del Tajo- 
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Segura. Tuttavia, gli abitanti di Blanca non si arrendono alle 
avversita e lottano insieme per affrontare i tempi futuri in un 
notevole sforzo per sviluppare la loro citta. 


Luoghi da visitare 


La chiesa di S. Giovanni Evangelista del 18°secolo 

Il castello moresco del XII secolo 

Pena Negra (il monte vulcanico di roccia nera sul quale sorge 
la citta) 

Il museo di Blanca ed il Centro d’Arte (MUCAB) punto di 
riferimento internazionale-ed_architettonico 

La fondazione Pedro Cano 

Il centro Negra, spazio per la ricerca e la creazione 
contemporanea (AADK) 

Il centro per l’interpretazione dell’acqua e della luce 

L’eremo di San Rocco (in stile barocco) 

La cappella della santa famiglia 

L’eremo di San Pietro 

La chiesa "Vergine del Pilastro" 

La ruota panoramica "Nufiez Miguelico" 

La bottega Casa dell'Artigiano "Centro Negra". In una 
posizione privilegiata alla periferia del castello moresco; 
sono disponibili corsi di pittura ed arte 

La casa di campagna "La Favorita" 

Il sentiero lungo il fiume. 


Economia 


La proprieta industriale "San Roque" 
La proprieta industriale "Angel Prieto Oliva" 
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Festivita ed eventi importanti 


Festivita Pasquali: Come in altri luoghi della regione, quando arriva 
la Quaresima, tutti 1 gruppi religiosi (cofradias) e le confraternite 
fanno il cammino della passione finalizzato ai preparativi per gli atti 
e le parate piene di fervore e passione. Attualmente ci sono otto 
gruppi religiosi a Blanca, di cui 1 piu antichi sono: 


e La reale ed illustrissima Confraternita del Padre Nostro Gesu 
di Nazareth 

e La Confraternita di S. Giovanni Evangelista 

e La Congregazione reale dei sacri cuori di Gest. e Maria 

e La Confraternita dei servi di nostra signora Vergine 
Addolorata 


Altri gruppi religiosi di un periodo successivo sono: 


e lLaConfraternita di Veronica 
e La Confraternita di San Pietro 
e La Confraternita di Santa Maria Maddalena 


e la Confraternita piu giovane é: 
e La Confraternita della Preghiera nel Getsemani 


La Confraternita della Preghiera nel Getsemani porto l'immagine 
della Vergine Addolorata alla processione del Venerdi Santo nel 
1986, tre anni piu tardi la sua fondazione. Questa tradizionale 
Offerta di Immagini, che mostra l'emozione degli abitanti di Blanca 
nel pagare per portare l'immagine scelta sulle spalle, vale la pena di 
essere ricordata. 


Festivita estive: Nel mese di agosto Blanca festeggia le sue festivita 


estive di nuovo in onore del loro patrono San Rocco. Ecco le 
modifiche nello stile del pane dolce (la mona) ed i tori. A Blanca la 
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corsa dei tori riporta al famoso status di interesse turistico regionale 
ed € senza dubbio il giorno piu festeggiato da tutti i residenti di 
Blanca. La corsa dei tori é una tradizione molto antica che si svolge 
da piu di 350 anni ed un evento unico nella regione di Murcia. Nel 
corso della mattinata l'atmosfera che regna lungo tutto il percorso 
della corsa dei tori ¢ una gioia senza limiti, in cui si danza e le sfilate 
delle bande incoraggiano tutti coloro che si wuniscono ai 
festeggiamenti e dove tutti sono i benvenuti. La festa ha sempre 
avuto luogo prima del 15 agosto. La vita e le tradizioni della citta 
sono ben descritte da un altro cronista del villaggio, Angel Rios 
Martinez (11-25). 


Festivita invernali: Blanca a Natale, é un luogo dove si puod godere 
di vari presepi monumentali. Tra loro i visitatori possono godere 
della vista della stalla di Betlemme situata nello showroom di 
CajaMurcia oppure c'é il presepe privato di Betlemme situato a 
"Estacion de Blanca". Questo quartiere di Blanca ¢ situato a 4 km da 
Blanca, prendendo la strada a Jumilla. 


Festivita primaverili: Blanca in primavera - dopo la Settimana 
Santa - inizia con una settimana di festeggiamenti dedicati al patrono 
San Rocco. Le piu caratteristiche di queste feste sono 
I'Incoronazione della Regina ed il Pellegrinaggio. II pellegrinaggio é 
quello in cui si restituisce il patrono del comune dalla chiesa situata 
nel centro della citta al suo eremo. La gente riportera il patrono, 
dopo una giornata, al luogo dove era stato accolto con giubilo e razzi 
pirotecnici. 


Citta gemellate 
e Anguillara Sabazia, Italia 


Il gemellaggio é un atto che si svolge tra due persone, due culture, 
con l'obiettivo di unire tradizioni, relazioni, sentimenti .... "Questa 
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potrebbe essere una definizione di gemellaggio". Su queste linee 
Irene Molina ha spiegato nel 1999 le sue impressioni sugli eventi 
avvenuti tra Blanca e la citta italiana gemellata di Anguillara 
Sabazia. 


Due anni fa, Blanca ha avuto l'idea del gemellaggio con una lontana 
citta italiana situata a circa 50 kilometri da Roma chiamata 
Anguillara Sabazia. Questa citta ¢ simile a Blanca nella sua struttura, 
nel clima, nell'importanza dell'acqua e del paesaggio rappresentato 
da un bellissimo lago ad-Anguillara (i1-lago di Bracciano) e dal 
fiume (Segura) nel comune di Blanca, i suoi abitanti sono semplici, 
ospitali, gente laboriosa. Forse il-piu forte vincolo di unione che 
Blanca ha con. questa citta ¢ il figlio prediletto di Blanca, il pittore 
Pedro Cano, che é€ stato adottato anche da Anguillara dove visse per 
piu di venti anni. Pedro Cano arrivo un giorno di Anguillara e, anche 
se Blanca era sempre stata nel suo cuore, rimase incantato dal suo 
fascino, dai paesaggi, dall'entusiasmo della gente e dalla luce, cosi 
notevolmente riflessa nelle sue opere. Nell'agosto del 1998 ¢é iniziato 
il gemellaggio tra Anguillara e Blanca con l'arrivo di una 
rappresentazione di "anguillarini" a Blanca. E' stata un'esperienza 
molto arricchente ed affascinante ed ha creato alcuni forti legami tra 
le persone di entrambe le citta. Una rappresentazione di 
cinquantacinque abitanti di Blanca ha viaggiato, il 4 maggio 1998, in 
Italia per visitare Anguillara e per consolidare il gemellaggio. Tutti 
loro sono stati deliziati da Anguillara. Tutti i suoi abitanti 
continuamente cercavano di rendere il soggiorno degli ospiti il piu 
piacevole possibile. Tutte le persone li, dal pit giovane al piu 
vecchio, hanno partecipato agli eventi che sono stati preparati con 
cura: la mostra di fotografie di entrambi i comuni, il concerto di 
musica classica ed il giro in barca sul lago per apprezzarne la 
bellezza. Tuttavia, forse il momento pit toccante ¢ stato la gara di 
poesie e dipinti realizzati dai bambini. E' stato incredibile vedere 
come conoscevano Blanca! Irene, infine, ha raccontato la sua storia 
del viaggio. 
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Quando la gente di Blanca é salita sul bus di Anguillara ed ha visto il 
cartello del gemellaggio con il nome di Blanca sovrapposto a quello 
di Anguillara, qualcuno esclamo: "Guarda, siamo di nuovo nel 
nostro paese!". Questo era vero. Da Anguillara a Blanca ci sono piu 
di duemila miglia, ma si sentivano come nella loro citta. Pertanto, a 
nome di tutto il gruppo di persone di Blanca, sono state pronunciate 
parole di ringraziamento alle autorita comunali, alla commissione 
per i gemellaggi ed al popolo generoso di Anguillara! 


© Testo italiano: Govert Westerveld 
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Blanca: l'ultimo ed il piu grande 
villaggio moresco rimasto dal 1613 in 
Spagna. 


Blanca é l'ultimo ed il pit importante villaggio moresco in Spagna 
dal 1613. Tutti i mori hanno dovuto lasciare il paese nel 1609. I 
residenti di Blanca, uno dei sei villaggi che appartenevano alla Valle 
di Ricote, potevano rinviare l'espulsione fino al 1613. Tuttavia, alla 
fine del 1613 arrivo il triste annuncio che anche i mori della Valle di 
Ricote avrebbero dovuto-lasciare il paese. Il termine scadde, infine, 
il 13 dicembre 1613. Circa il 25% della popolazione dei 1.000 
abitanti di Blanca andarono a piedi fino al porto di Cartagena, dove i 
mori dovettero essere imbarcati. Una piccola parte dei 1.000 abitanti 
di Blanca scappo ed entro a far parte di altri villaggi o si nascosero 
nell'alta montagna di Ricote. Dopo 10 - 15 anni molti tornarono. 
Infine, circa il 45% degli ex abitanti di Blanca e della Valle di Ricote 
poterono continuare a rimanere nei loro territori. Queste persone 
sposarono, nel corso degli anni, i cristiani ed oggi Blanca é uno dei 
paesi piu pii della provincia di Murcia. Questo film mostra il vecchio 
quartiere Moresco, le stradine tortuose che correvano al castello e le 
vecchie case di secoli fa. 


La storia di Blanca pud semplicemente essere spiegata come segue. 
Dopo aver invaso la Spagna nel corso dell'anno 711, i mori si 
stabilirono nella Valle di Ricote nello stesso secolo. Qui formarono 
sei villaggi fino al 1609. Gli attuali nomi di questi villaggi sono 
Abaran, Blanca, Ojos, Ricote, Ulea, e Villanueva. Il villaggio di 
Blanca era nel 17° secolo il capoluogo della Valle di Ricote. 


La prima volta che Blanca apparve in un documento fu nel 1281, 
quando Sancho, il figlio del re Alfonso il Saggio, offri questo 
villaggio come donazione all'Ordine di Santiago. Il nome di Blanca 
era a quel tempo Negra, tradotto in inglese come Black. I] nome del 
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primo sindaco, come da documenti trovati nel 1303, era Garcia 
Bizcarra, comandante del castello di Negra durante la guerra tra 
Todmir (l'antico nome della provincia di Murcia) e Valencia. Questa 
guerra infurio tra il 1296 ed il 1304 ed il castello di Negra svolse un 
ruolo importante in quel momento. 


L'ultima volta che il nome Negra apparve nei documenti fu nel 1315 
e la prima volta che apparve il nome di Blanca, White in olandese, fu 
nel 1383. Nessuno seppe esattamente quando il cambio di nome 
avvenne. Tuttavia, nella mia tesi del 2008 ho puntato a dimostrare 
che il nome Blanca discendeva dalla regina Bianca di Borbone che 
nel 1353 sposo il re spagnolo Pietro-il Crudele. 


Questo re pianto in asso la moglie dopo soli tre giorni e visse con la 
sua amata Maria de Padilla. Il suo fratellastro Fadrique, Maestro 
dell'Ordine di Santiago, difese la regina Bianca di Borbone nella 
guerra civile. Tuttavia, nel 1358 Pietro il Crudele diede istruzioni per 
far uccidere Fadrique a Siviglia. Uccise anche il comandante di 
Ricote che combatté insieme a Fadrique per i diritti della regina 
Bianca di Borbone. Tra il 1354 e il 1358 Fadrique rimase di tanto in 
tanto nella Valle di Ricote e sembra che in questi anni il nome di 
Negra cambio in quello di Blanca come omaggio alla regina Bianca 
di Borbone, per la quale l'Ordine di Santiago combatté per anni. 

Nel 1501 1 musulmani di Blanca convertiti al cattolicesimo furono, 
quindi, chiamati nuovi cristiani. Nel 1505 la moschea di Blanca fu 
convertita in chiesa cattolica ed un prete ufficiale fu nominato per 
insegnare ai nuovi cristiani la fede cattolica. 


Cio non fu fatto nel modo giusto, perché vediamo che nel 1562 
almeno 20 nuovi cristiani erano rinchiusi nel carcere di Blanca. Due 
di loro furono bruciati vivi a causa dei processi dell'inquisizione. La 
maggior parte degli altri 18 nuovi cristiani persero completamente i 
loro averi come pagamento per vari processi inquisitori. Intorno al 
1565 la chiesa nomino un sacerdote cattolico di Abaran per evitare il 
ripetersi della situazione. Questo prete proveniva da una famiglia 
musulmana e parlava arabo. Nel 1567 Filippo II promulgo una 
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nuova legge. Da quel momento gli abitanti di Blanca non poterono 
piu parlare arabo. Era proibito vestirsi in modo diverso e dovettero 
anche rinunciare alle tradizioni islamiche legate ai matrimoni. Cid 
avrebbe presto portato alla guerra tra i mori del regno di Granada e 
Filippo II e cosi almeno 60.000 mori furono uccisi. La pace 
successiva fu di breve durata, perché il 9 Aprile 1609 (nello stesso 
giorno ci fu un importante fatto che forni le truppe necessarie, la 
tregua di dodici anni con i Paesi Bassi che fu firmato su iniziativa 
del Consiglio reale) fu, inoltre, deciso che tutti 1 mori avrebbero 
dovuto abbandonare il paese. La deportazione di massa dei 
musulmani battezzati copri il 3% del totale della popolazione 
spagnola, da 250.000 a 300.000 persone su un totale di 8 o 9 milioni 
di persone. 


Ogni regno doveva garantire che la deportazione era stata 
organizzata. La deportazione inizid a Valencia il 22 agosto 1609. 
Seguita, il 29 maggio 1610, da Aragona e Castiglia. L'intero 
processo duro per un totale di circa cinque anni, dal 1609 al 1614. I 
mori, liberi ma sconvolti, occuparono le loro nuove case nel porto. 
Provenivano dal Nord Africa, dalla Francia, dall'Ttalia e dall'Impero 
Ottomano. Alcuni lo vissero anche come una liberazione religiosa e, 
da un lato, sperimentarono la fratellanza nei paesi islamici. Ma, 
d'altro canto, ebbero notevoli difficolta di adattamento e vennero 
anche in contatto con ostilita. 


Gli abitanti dei villaggi della Valle di Ricote protestarono 
intensamente e riuscirono a rinviare l'espulsione fino al 1613. Con 
1.000 abitanti, oggi 6.000, Blanca era la citta principale nella Valle 
di Ricote. Anche se furono battezzati prima, dal 1502, e avevano 
diritto al titolo di nuovi cristiani, nel 1613 furono improvvisamente 
ed illegittimamente definiti come mori. Questa grande ingiustizia ha 
portato all'annunciazione, da parte di Madrid nei primi giorni di 
dicembre del 1613, che anche i mori della valle di Ricote avrebbero 
dovuto lasciare il paese. Cid porto alle ossessionanti situazioni in cui 
i residenti di Blanca in lacrime si diressero dal vescovo cattolico a 
Murcia per evitare l'espulsione. Nonostante tutta la buona volonta 
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della Chiesa Cattolica di Murcia, che era dalla parte dei residenti 
della valle di Ricote, la deportazione avvenne comunque. La ragione 
data per giustificare questa deportazione fu, stranamente, la 
sicurezza nazionale. I] 13 dicembre 1613 il giorno dell'espulsione 
finalmente arrivo. Circa il 40% della popolazione della Valle di 
Ricote, compresa Blanca, cammino a piedi verso il porto di 
Cartagena per essere imbarcato li. Alcuni dei 1.000 abitanti di 
Blanca si nascosero in altri villaggi e sulle montagne per sfuggire 
alla deportazione. La spedizione, infine, ebbe luogo nel gennaio 
1614. Nelle tre settimane in cui i residenti di Blanca ed i loro figli 
rimasero a Cartagena diversi anziani riuscirono a far sposare le loro 
figlie con i cristiani, al fine di evitare la deportazione. Questo é il 
motivo per cui vediamo circa 20 matrimoni tra figlie dei nuovi 
cristiani di Blanca e maschi cristiani di altre regioni. Solo le donne 
erano disposte a sposarsi in quel modo. Non sono riuscito a trovare 
matrimoni di nuovi cristiani uomini con donne cristiane. Non era 
proprio nella natura di questi ex Mori di Blanca, alcuni dei quali 
avevano anche 2 0 3 donne more prima del 1580. 


Grazie ai registri per 1 battesimi e per 1 matrimoni del XVI e XVII 
secolo ho potuto vedere che molti nuovi cristiani di Blanca tornarono 
in seguito, dopo 10 0 15 anni. Alla fine il 45% degli ex abitanti di 
Blanca e della Valle di Ricote poterono continuare a vivere nel loro 
territorio. [| fatto di avere ancora a Blanca tutti i registri di battesimo, 
di matrimonio e di morte puo essere considerato come qualcosa di 
unico. A causa della guerra civile spagnola (1936 - 1939) un sacco di 
dati furono distrutti o semplicemente bruciati. Con il tempo lI'ex 
popolazione Moresca si mescolo lentamente con i Cristiani. 


Contro il lato della montagna vediamo due grandi pilastri che 
fungevano da ingresso al Castello Moresco. Notiamo inoltre che non 
€ facile entrare attraverso quell'ingresso che era necessario per 
proteggere il castello da eventuali nemici. Se guardiamo da vicino, 
vediamo due vecchi sentieri sul lato della montagna che furono 
utilizzati dai Mori per raggiungere la sua parte pit alta. Non vi era 
acqua nel castello, cosi dovettero trasportarla dal fiume. Il castello fu 
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costruito in un punto strategico, al fine di proteggerlo al meglio 
contro gli invasori. Vicino al castello possiamo vedere un posto di 
guardia che era li gia prima della costruzione del castello, 
probabilmente risalente al X secolo. II castello di Blanca rimase in 
contatto con 1 castelli di Cieza, Ojos e Ricote tramite segnali di 
fumo. 


Il castello Moresco era del XII secolo e probabilmente fu costruito 
durante il regno di Muhammad ibn Mardanis, chiamato anche il Re 
Lupo, che visse tra il 1124 e il 1172. In questo antico quartiere di 
Blanca, che potete vedere qui nel film, c'é un'attrazione unica della 
provincia di Murcia. Da nessuna.altra parte nella provincia di Murcia 
Si puo trovare un altro quartiere Moresco antico. 


In primo piano, in lontananza, vediamo un ex granaio nella frazione 
di Darrax esattamente tra i villaggi di Abaran e di Blanca. E' l'unico 
granaio Moresco conosciuto in Spagna. Sulla cima della montagna 
questo granaio rettangolare é stato suddiviso in diverse aree in cui il 
grano veniva conservato. Il granaio aveva una guardia perché era un 
luogo sacro ed i nemici non potevano entrare. Abbiamo visto lo 
stesso fenomeno nella Chiesa Cattolica di Blanca nel XVI secolo. Se 
qualcuno finiva nei guai con la legge, rapidamente correva in chiesa 
ed i soldati non potevano far entrare nessuno nella chiesa, perché 
quello era un luogo sacro. 


Oggi Blanca é uno dei paesi piu pii della provincia di Murcia. Infine 
vediamo la "Virgen Blanca" (Vergine Bianca) su un bellissimo punto 
di osservazione con una magnifica vista su tutta la regione. 


© Testo italiano: Govert Westerveld 
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FRANCAIS 


Blanca (Murcia) 


Blanca est une municipalité espagnole située dans la Vega Alta del 
Segura dans la région de Murcie. I] appartient a l'une des six 
municipalités de la vallée de Ricote (Valle de Ricote) avec Abaran, 
Ojos, Ricote, Ulea, et Villanueva de Segura. Blanca voisins dans le 
nord avec la commune de Abaran, dans le sud avec ceux de Ulea et 
Ojos, a l'est avec les municipalités de Molina de Segura et Fortuna, 
et a l'ouest avec la municipalité-de Ricote. Blanca couvre la zone de 
87,7 km?, son altitude moyenne est 233m, et le village a 6489 
habitants, selon l'INE en 2011. 


Road Communications 


La communication principale de la route prés Blanca est l'autoroute 
A-30 (Albacete, Murcia). Le A-33 entre Fuente la Higuera Blanca et 
est actuellement en construction. Cette autoroute permettra 
d'améliorer la connexion a Valence. 


De Murcia Blanca est accessible par l'autoroute A-30, sortie 111 de 
la gare de Blanca-ffcc, de Madrid par la sortie 110 de I'autoroute A- 
30 ou par la route principale N-301. Depuis Valence peut conduire a 
Blanca par l'intersection de la future autoroute A-33 de l'autoroute 
A-30 ou via la route principale N-344. 


Histoire 


Nous devons aller a l'année 713 avec I'arrivée de la conquéte arabe 
pour trouver présence humaine permanente dans la ville de Blanca. 
Le premier témoignage nous apporte le reste de son chateau datant 
du XHe siécle. Au XIIe siécle, il était connu sous le nom de Negra, 
apparemment en raison de la couleur de la montagne noire a 
proximité du centre du chateau et de la population. Ce chateau a été 
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construit entre 1155 et 1171 par le premier roi de Murcie, 
Muhammad ibn Mardanis, connu comme le Roi Loup. Le lien 
historique a faire partie de la Vallée de Ricote mauresque a été 
trouvé en 1228 lors de I'insurrection menée par Ibn Hud de Ricote 
contre les Almohades. Cependant, aprés sa mort dix ans plus tard 
l'anarchie et l'anarchie propagée dans le royaume de Murcie, 
provoquant le Pacte Alcaraz signé avec la Castille en 1243, ce qui 
nécessitait d'étre soumise 4 la Couronne comme un protectorat et le 
respect et la garantie des biens, et les traditions musulmanes dans le 
changement de vassalité au roi castillan- Se il vous plait revenir sur 
cette phrase.]| Une fois Alfonso X avait été instauré sur le tréne 
castillan et apres la rupture desclauses du traité de la population 
mudéjar révoltée entre 1264 et 1266. Aprés la suppression de la 
révolution Alfonso X a la population la Vallée de Ricote la 
juridiction de la ville de Murcie, étant ainsi inclus dans le territoire 
de la ville. Avec la mort de Fernando de la Cerda, le fils ainé et 
héritier castillan, la lutte a commencé pour la succession au trone de 
Castille. La lutte était entre les fils de Fernando, les nourrissons de la 
Cerda, et son oncle, le fils d'Alphonse X, l'infant Don Sancho. Dans 
un document daté du 25 Mars 1281 l'avenir Sancho IV promis de 
récompenser l'Ordre de Santiago en faisant don de la vallée de 
Ricote y compris Negra (Blanca) si elle l'a aidé dans sa lutte pour la 
couronne. Lorsque étant proclamé roi a Séville le 19 Novembre 
1285, Sancho IV a rempli son engagement et a donné a I'Ordre de 
Santiago la vallée de Ricote, leurs quartiers, les villages et les lieux 
pour l'aide apportée (1). 


La paix ne dura pas longtemps dans le Ricote Vally parce que James 
Il d'Aragon a envahi le Royaume de Murcie en 1296 pour se 
récompenser pour l'aide apportée a l'autre partie, ce est a dire | les 
nourrissons de la Cerda, dans la lutte pour la succession au tr6éne 
contre son oncle. Au cours de cette occupation Negra et son chateau 
ont été donnés au conseiller Bernardo de Sarria, bien que le 
commandant de santiaguista de Ricote selon les remplacer a John 
Osores le 19 Septembre 1303. La derniere fois que le nom de Negra 
est indiqué dans un document est dans l'année 1315. le changement 
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du nom Negra Blanca a probablement eu lieu entre les années 1353 
et 1362 par l'influence de Dona Blanca de Borbon, reine de Castille, 
qui a été abandonné par le roi Pedro I et défendue par Fadrique, 
Maitre de l'Ordre de Santiago et par Sancho Sanchez de Moscoso, le 
commandant de santiaguista de Ricote (2). En 1382, Blanca est 
apparu pour la premiére fois sous le nom de Blanca. Le Advancer 
(conseiller) du Royaume de Murcie, Martin Alonso de Valdivieso, 
nécessaire a la liberté d'un Maure de Blanca qui a été capturé sur 
demande d'un Juif d'Elche. (3). Des événements injustes ne pouvait 
pas arréter l'instabilité de la guerre dans-les décennies du milieu du 
XVe siécle. Il a provoqué l'abandon du peuple de Blanca marchaient 
avec les troupes. du roi de Grenade aprés une incursion dans le 
royaume de Murcie. Par la suite, aprés avoir demandé des avantages 
fiscaux, le peuple de Blanca retournés. Aprés le sac sanglant de 
Cieza en 1477, qui a laissé les villages dépeuplés, les habitants de 
Blanca nouveau quitté leur village. Ils revinrent en 1492 apres la 
conquéte du royaume de Grenade. Le domaine de l'Ordre de 
Santiago sur la Blanca et le reste de la vallée de Ricote serait 
prolongé jusqu'au XIXe siecle. Afin d'améliorer la performance de 
leurs terres dans les premiéres années de ce domaine |l'Ordre a 
convaincu les mahométans de Blanca se convertir au christianisme 
avant la nouvelle loi en 1501. Ils sont désormais appelés nouveaux 
chrétiens. Les musulmans convertis aprés la nouvelle loi de 1501 ont 
été appelés Maures. En 1507, les Rois Catholiques ont donné des 
instructions pour construire des églises a la place des vieilles 
mosquées (4). Avec cette conversion au christianisme de la 
population musulmane espérait se débarrasser des pressions fiscales 
dont ils ont fait l'objet tout le temps. Cependant, leur frustration était 
super de voir que ce ne était pas le cas, et cela a provoqué un violent 
soulévement de la population mauresque dans toute la vallée en 
1517. Cette rébellion a été supprimée et réprima un an plus tard. 


Tout au long du XVIe siécle Blanca a connu une augmentation 
importante de la population du village. Philippe II, manque toujours 
de l'argent en raison de ses guerres, a organisé une nouvelle stratégie 
pour obtenir de l'argent: la création municipalités. Par conséquent, le 
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10 Aotit 1591 Blanca obtenu de Philippe II le privilége [statut ou un 
privilége?] D'une municipalité au coft de 2 400 ducats. L'expulsion 
des nouveaux chrétiens de la vallée de Ricote - maintenant appelé 
soudainement Morisques - décrétée en 1613 par Philippe II a quitté 
les terres de Blanca en ruines. Blanca a été laissé avec seulement 300 
personnes (5), en raison de l'exode forcé de ses habitants. Cependant, 
10 a 15 ans plus tard, 45% de ses habitants ont été renvoyés a leurs 
terres (6). Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra a écrit longuement sur la 
Vallée de Ricote mauresque 4a travers la figure de Morisco Ricote 
(7). De nombreux auteurs ont pensé que le morisque Ricote venu de 
Esquivias ou Albacete, mais Govert Westerveld, l'un des deux 
chroniqueurs de la ville se est avéré-que le morisque Ricote venu de 
la vallée de Ricote (8) comme I'a confirmé en 2010 par le professeur 
Francisco Marquez Villanueva (9) . Retour dans le siécle d'or (18) de 
Murcie Blanca a commencé a recouvrer sa perte de la population, 
passant de 700 habitants en 1713 a 1378 en 1786, selon le 
Recensement de Floridablanca. L'église actuelle dédiée a saint Jean 
l'évangéliste a été reconstruite a la fin du XVIle et le début du 
XViUlle siécle par les fréres de tailleur de pierre Lucas et Antonio de 
la Lastra. Le batiment a été achevé en 1717. 


Apres la guerre d'indépendance (1808-1814) privilege de Blanca a 
été ratifié par le roi Ferdinand VII en 1819. Neuf ans plus tard, le 
royaume de Murcie a été frappé par une épidémie de fiévre jaune et 
Blanca a été élu par le Chapitre de la cathédrale de Murcie comme 
refuge contre la maladie, et par l'intercession de Saint-Roch, la fiévre 
ne est pas parvenu Blanca selon la tradition. Saint-Roch a été nommé 
comme le modéle de Blanca voir les résultats de la priére des 
habitants de Blanca lui. Libéré de tout contrdle de l'Ordre de 
Santiago, en 1851 et aprés les événements révolutionnaires et la 
restauration de la monarchie de Canovas del Castillo 4 Alfonso XII 
Blanca face le début du nouveau siécle mieux préparés que certains 
des municipalités environnantes. En 1856, les habitants disposés 
construction d'un nouveau pont sur la riviére Segura. En 1869, une 
route rurale a été terminé pour relier la ville a la station de chemin de 
fer. En 1894, l'éclairage public a été installé. Aussi en 1894 Blanca 
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subi plusieurs effondrements des coteaux détruisant plusieurs 
batiments, dont une maison-h6pital et un abri pour les pauvres. Le 
résultat était un changement complet des paysages qui ont motivé la 
construction de nouvelles maisons et des rues. Au cours du XXe 
siécle, les périodes de turbulences politiques et sociales se 
produisaient réguli¢rement dans la ville et le reste de la région. 
Proclamé la Deuxiéme République dans les élections 1931 les partis 
conservateurs regroupés dans la Confédération espagnole des droits 
autonomes (CEDA) a remporté les élections. La réponse des partis 
de gauche était un développement immédiat de l'organisation des 
syndicats et des organisations sociales qui en 1934 ont proclamé une 
gréve générale en Murcie avec de-violentes manifestations dans de 
nombreux endroits. Le Cieza voisin a dt déclarer l'état de guerre et il 
y avait plusieurs morts dans Alguazas. Les élections de 1936, 
remportées par une coalition de partis de gauche appelé "Le Front 
populaire", retournés a provoquer des altercations violentes dans 
toute la région. Ce annongait la guerre civile qui a pris fin avec la 
montée par une partie de l'armée le 17 Juillet de la méme année. 
Comme dans le reste du pays au cours de ces années, il y avait crise 
sociale isolé. Cependant, la prise de conscience la plus notable a été 
reflétée dans les attaques contre les couvents et églises, comme le 
couvent de "La Milagrosa» et la paroisse de I'église de Blanca "San 
Juan Evangelista". A la suite de cette violence Blanca perdu une 
quantité importante de l'art religieux, en particulier dans l'imagerie 
religieuse (sauvé des mémes attaques l'un des. plus prestigieux et 
apprécié, ce est que les images du Christ attaché a la colonne d'un 
style Salzillo et paternité de Sanchez Tapia ). 


Malgré restant sur le c6té de la République de la région de Murcie 
est resté loin des lignes de front, car il y avait peu d'action militaire, 
a l'exception des ports de bombardement sporadiques de Carthagéne 
et Aguilas. En Mars 1939 les troupes de l'équipe nationale ont 
occupé la ville avec le reste de la région. D'un point de vue 
démographique du XXe siécle a été une période de stagnation pour 
Blanca. Un siécle plus tot, il avait 6000 habitants et le méme chiffre 
reste dans le XXIe siécle. Aujourd'hui l'tmmigration est essentielle 
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pour maintenir et accroitre ce nombre. Ce ne est pas surprenant parce 
que l'économie de la municipalité au début du siécle a été basée sur 
l'agriculture, l'alfa (10), et la vente de bois, ce qui a progressivement 
disparu avec l'avénement des fibres synthétiques. Ces circonstances, 
la fermeture des industries de conserverie, et l'abandon de 
l'exploitation forestiere forcés émigration de nombreux habitants de 
la région a d'autres endroits. Seulement I'agriculture, actuellement 
consacré aux fruits et raisins, a regu un sérieux coup de pouce avec 
les eaux du Tage-Segura. Cependant, les habitants de Blanca ne se 
rendent pas a l'adversité et se battent ensemble pour affronter les 
moments futurs dans un effort remarquable pour développer leur 
ville. 


Spectacles 


e Eglise Saint-Jean l'Evangéliste du XVIlle siécle 

e Chateau des Maures du XUHe siécle 

e Pefia Negra (volcanique du rocher noir sur lequel la ville se 
trouve) 

e Museum and Art Center Blanca (MUCAB) repére 
architectural international 
Fondation de Pedro Cano 

e Centro Negra, espace de création de recherche et 

contemporain (AADK) 

Centre d'interprétation de l'Eau et- Lumiere 

Ermitage de Saint Roch (baroque) 

Sainte Chapelle Famille 

Ermitage de San Pedro 

Eglise "Virgen del Pilar" 

Ferris Wheel "Nuiifiez Miguelico" 

Artisan Maison Atelier "Centre Negra". Dans un 

emplacement privilégié sur la périphérie de la chateau maure; 

des cours de peinture et de l'art sont disponibles 

e Maison de campagne "La Favorita" 
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e Allées le long de la riviére. 
Economie 

e Industrial Estate "de San Roque" 

e Industrial Estate "Angel Prieto Oliva" 


Fétes et événements importants 


Paques Fétes: Comme dans d'autres endroits dans la région, ot le 
Caréme vient, tous les groupes religieux (cofradias) et confréries 
d'apporter la passion finaliser les préparatifs pour les actes et les 
parades pleine de ferveur et de passion. A l'heure actuelle, il ya huit 
groupes religieux a Blanca dont les plus anciens sont: 
e La Confrérie Royale et les plus illustres de Notre Pére Jésus 
de Nazareth 
e La Confrérie de Saint-Jean l'Evangéliste 
e La Congrégation royale des Sacrés Coeurs de Jésus et de 
Marie 
e La Confrérie des Servites de Notre-Dame de la Vierge des 
Douleurs 
e 
D'autres groupes religieux d'une date ultérieure sont: 
e La Confrérie de Veronica 
e La Confrérie de San Pedro 
e La Confrérie de St Mary Magdalene 
et la jeune Fraternité: 
e La Confrérie de l'Agonie dans le jardin 


La Confrérie de l'Agonie dans le jardin réalisé l'image de la Vierge 
des Douleurs a la procession du Vendredi Saint en 1986, trois ans 
plus tard aprés que les fondations de cette fraternité. Cette offre 
traditionnelle d'images qui montre l'émotion des habitants de Blanca 
a payer pour porter l'image choisie sur leurs épaules est digne de 
mention. 
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Eté Fétes: En Aout Blanca célébre ses festivités estivales 4 nouveau 
en lI'honneur de leur patron Saint Roche. Voici les changements 
apportés a la décoration pain sucré (la mona) et les taureaux. Dans 
Blanca le fonctionnement des taureaux porte la célébre statut 
d'Intérét Touristique Régional, et ce est sans doute le plus célébre 
jour pour tous les résidents de Blanca. La course de taureaux est une 
tradition trés ancienne qui a été détenu pendant plus de 350 années, 
et un événement unique dans la région de Murcie. Pendant la 
matinée, l'atmospheére qui régne sur tout le parcours des taureaux de 
course est une joie sans limite dans laquelle la danse et défilé de 
fanfares encourage tous ceux qui joindre aux festivités, et ot tout le 
monde est le bienvenu. II est toujours tenue devant Aoit 15. La vie 
et les traditions de la ville sont bien décrits par un autre chroniqueur 
du village, Angel Rios Martinez (11-25). 


Fétes d'hiver: Blanca a Noél, ot l'on peut profiter de diverses 
créches monumentales. Parmi eux, les visiteurs peuvent profiter de 
la stalle de Bethléem monumental situé dans le showroom de 
Cajamurcia ou la créche de Bethléem monumentale privée située a la 
place de "Estacion de Blanca". Ce quartier de Blanca est situé 4 4 km 
de Blanca, prendre la route de Jumilla. 


Printemps Festivités: Blanca au printemps - aprés la Semana Santa 
- commence par une semaine de festivités dédiées au patron de Saint 
Roche. Le plus caractéristique de ces festivités sont le couronnement 
de la reine et le pélerinage. Le pélerinage est de retourner le patron 
de la municipalité de l'église située dans le centre de la ville 4 son 
ermitage dédié a ce patron. Les gens vont faire le patron aprés une 
journée a l'endroit ou il fut regu avec jubilation et monte en fléche. 


Villes jumelles 

e Anguillara Sabazia, Italie 
Le jumelage est un acte qui a lieu entre deux personnes, deux 
cultures, dans le but d'apporter, rejoignant douane, les relations, les 
sentiments .... "Cela pourrait bien étre une définition du jumelage," 
gemellaggio "en italien. Le long de ces lignes Irene Molina a 
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expliqué en 1999 ses impressions d'événements ont eu lieu entre 
Blanca et la ville de soeur italienne Anguillara Sabazia. 


Il ya 17 ans Blanca eu l'idée de jumelage avec une ville italienne 
lointain situé a une trentaine de miles Rome appelés Anguillara 
Sabazia. Cette ville était semblable 4 Blanca, dans sa structure, le 
climat, importance de l'eau, et le paysage représenté par un beau lac 
a Anguillara (Bracciano) et la riviere (Segura) dans la municipalité 
de Blanca, et ses habitants étant accueillants, des gens simples, 
travailleur . Peut-étre le lien le plus fort du syndicat qui Blanca avait 
dans cette ville étaitle fils favori de Blanca, le peintre Pedro Cano, 
qui était le fils adoptif de Anguillara et a vécu avec les gens depuis 
plus de vingt ans. Pedro Cano est arrivé un jour a Anguillara, et bien 
que Blanca avait toujours été dans son coeur, il.a été captivé par son 
charme, paysage, l'enthousiasme des gens, et la lumiére réfléchie si 
remarquablement dans ses ceuvres. En Aott 1998 a commencé le 
jumelage entre Anguillara et Blanca avec l'arrivée d'une 
représentation de "anguilarillos" 4 Blanca. Ce était une expérience 
trés enrichissante et charmant et a créé certains des liens étroits entre 
les personnes des deux villes. Une représentation de cinquante-cing 
habitants de Blanca voyagé le 4 mai 1998 en Italie pour visiter 
Anguillara et de consolider le jumelage. Tous ont été ravis par 
Anguillara. Tous ses habitants constamment efforcés de rendre le 
séjour des visiteurs le plus agréable possible. Tous les gens 1a-bas, 
du plus jeune au plus vieux, ont participé 4 des événements qu'ils 
avaient préparés avec amour: l'exposition de photographies des deux 
municipalités, le concert de musique classique, et la promenade en 
bateau sur le lac d'apprécier leur beauté. Cependant, peut-étre le plus 
émouvant était le concours de poémes et de peintures réalisées par 
les enfants. Ce était incroyable de voir comment ils savaient Blanca! 
Irene fini de raconter son histoire du voyage. 


Quand les gens de Blanca sont entrés dans le bus d'Anguillara et 
visualisés le signe de jumelage avec le nom de Blanca se 
chevauchant l'un des Anguillara, quelqu'un de Blanca se écria: 
«Regardez, nous sommes a nouveau dans notre village"! Ce était 
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tout a fait vrai. Il Anguillara, plus de deux mille miles de Blanca, ils 
se sentaient comme dans leur propre ville. Par conséquent, au nom 
de tout le groupe de personnes de mots Blanca de grace ont été 
donnés aux autorités municipales, 4 la commission de jumelage, et 
les gens généreux de Anguillara! 


© Texte francais: Govert Westerveld 
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Blanca: Le dernier et plus large des 
villages Maurisque restant en Espagne 
en 1613 


Blanca était le dernier et le plus important village Maurisque en 
Espagne en 1613.Tous les Mauresques ont di quitter le pays en 
1609. Les résidents de Blanca, un des six villages qui appartenait a la 
vallée de Ricote, pouvait reporter Jl’expulsion jusqu’a 
1613.Cependant, a la fin de l’année 1613 la triste annonce arrivait 
que les Mauresques de la vallée de-Ricote devaient eux aussi quitter 
le pays. Prés de 25% dela population des 1000 habitants de Blanca 
allaient 4 pied au port de Cartagena ou les Mauresques devaient 
embarquer. Une petite portion des 1000 habitants de Blanca avait 
échappé et retirée dans d’autres villages ou dans les hautes 
montagnes de Ricote. Aprés 10 a 15 ans beaucoup sont rentrés. 
Finalement, autour des 45% des habitants qui formaient Blanca et la 
vallée de Ricote pouvaient continuer de rester dans leurs territoires. 
Ces personnes mariées dans les cours du temps pour les Chrétiens, et 
aujourd’hui Blanca est l’un des villages les plus pieux de la 
province de Murcie. Ces films vous montrent le vieux quartier 
Mauresque, le petit enroulement de rues qui ont couru au chateau, et 
des trés vielles maisons des siécles apres. 


L’histoire de Blanca peut tout simplement étre dépli¢ée comme 
suivant. Aprés l’envahissement des Maures en Espagne dans |’année 
711 ils réglent la vallée de Ricote le méme siécle. La, ils formaient 
six villages jusqu’en 1609.Le nom courant de ces villages sont 
Abaran, Blanca, Ojos, Ricote, Ulea et Villanueva. Le village de 
Blanca était pendant le 17° siécle le principal village de la vallée de 
Ricote. 


La premiére fois que Blanca apparait dans un document c’est en 


1281 quand Sancho, le fils du Roi Alfonso le sage, offrait ce village 
comme un don a la commande de Santiago. Le nom de Blanca était 
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en ce moment Negra traduit en Anglais comme noir. Le nom du 
premier major dans les documents fondés en 1303, est Garcia 
Bizcarra, comme commandant du chateau de Negra pendant la 
guerre entre Todmir (l'ancien nom de la province de Murcia) et 
Valencie.Cette guerre ragée entre 1296 et 1304 et le chateau de 
Negra jouait un role important a ce moment 


La derniére fois que le nom Negra apparait dans les documents est 
en 1315 et la premiére fois que le nom apparait comme Blanca, 
blanc en néerlandais, est en 1283.Personne ne connaissait quand le 
changement de nom.a eu lieu. Cependant, dans ma thése de 2008, je 
visais a prouver que le nom Blanca -descendait de la reine Blanche de 
Bourbon, qui en 1353 a épousé le roi d'Espagne Pierre le Cruel. 


Le Roi laissait sa femme aprés trois jours dans le pétrin et vivait 
avec sa bien aimée Maria de Padilla.Son demi-frére Fadrique, 
comme maitre de la commande de Santiago, défendait la reine 
Blanche de Bourbon dans une guerre civile. Cependant, en 1358 
Peter le cruel donnait des instructions pour tuer Fadrique a Séville. 
Ils tuaient aussi le commandant de Ricote qui luttait ensemble avec 
Fadrique pour les droits de la reine blanche de Bourdon. Entre 1354 
et 1358 Fadrique restait occasionnellement dans la vallée de 
Ricote et c’est la que le nom de Negra changeait a celui de Blanca 
comme un hommage a la reine blanche pour lequel les commandes 
de Santiago luttaient pour des années. 


En 1501 les musulmans de Blanca convertis au Catholicisme et tous 
étaient appelés des nouveaux Chrétiens. En 1505 la mosquée de 
Blanca est convertie a une église catholique et un prétre officiel était 
nommeé pour les nouveaux Chrétiens pour leur enseigner la foi 
catholique. 


Ceci n’était pas fait dans le droit chemin, nous voyons en 1562 que 
20 nouveaux Chrétiens étaient dans la prison de Blanca. Deux 
d’entre eux étaient brilé vivants due au processus d’inquisition. 
Plus, les autres 18 nouveaux Chrétiens ont completement perdus leur 
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appartenance comme payement des processus variés d’ inquisition. 
Aux alentours de 1565 l’église nommait un prétre catholique 
d’Abaran pour éviter la répétition de cette situation. Le prétre venait 
d’une famille musulmane et parlait Arabe. En 1567, Philippe II 
promulguait une nouvelle loi. De ce moment les habitants de Blanca 
ne pouvaient plus parler Arabe n’importe comment. II était interdit 
de s’habiller différemment, et ils avaient aussi renoncés aux 
traditions Islamiques ,aux mariages. Ceci conduit rapidement a la 
guerre entre les Morisques du royaume de Grenade et Philippe II, et 
ainsi au moins 60 000 Morisques ont été tués. La paix fut de courte 
durée ultérieure, parce que le 9 Avril 1609 (le méme jour, un 
important accord étant donné_lestroupes nécessaires, la tréve de 
douze ans avec les Pays-Bas a été signé a I'initiative du Conseil 
Royal) il a également été décidé que tous les. Morisques avaient a 
abandonner le pays. La déportation massive des musulmans baptisés 
couvert 3% de la population espagnole totale, de 250 000.4 300 000 
personnes sur un total de 8 a 9 millions de personnes. 


Chaque royaume devait s’assurer que la déportation a été organisée. 
Il a commencé a Valence le 22 Aott 1609. Elle a été suivie, le 29 
mai 1610 par Aragon et de Castille au cours de la méme année. 
L'ensemble du processus a duré un total d'environ cing ans, de 1609 
a 1614.Vingt Morisques bouleversés venus dans leurs ports d'attache 
de nouvelles. Ils étaient l'Afrique du Nord, la France, I'Italie et 
l'Empire ottoman. Certains ont également vécu comme une 
libération religieuse et, d'une part, ils ont connu la fraternité dans les 
pays islamiques. Mais d'un autre cote, ils ont de grandes difficultés a 
s’adapter, et méme ils sont venus en contact avec les hostilités. Les 
habitants des villages de la vallée de Ricote protestent intensivement 
et ont réussi a reporter l'expulsion jusqu'a 1613. Avec 1000 
habitants, aujourd'hui 6000, Blanca était la principale ville de la 
vallée de Ricote. Bien qu'ils aient été baptisés avant 1502 et avaient 
droit au titre de nouveaux chrétiens, en 1613 ils étaient 
soudainement aussi illégaux et surnommé Morisques. Cette grande 
injustice a abouti 4 Madrid annongant au début de Décembre 1613 
que les Morisques de la vallée de Ricote devaient également quitter 
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le pays. Cela a conduit a hanter les situations ot! les résidents de 
Blanca pleuraient et s’adressaient a l'évéque catholique a Murcie 
pour éviter l'expulsion. Malgré toute la bonne volonté de l'Eglise 
catholique 4 Murcie, qui se tenait pour les résidents de la vallée de 
Ricote, la déportation a eu lieu. La raison invoquée pour cette 
expulsion a été, curieusement sécurité nationale. Le 13 Décembre 
1613 le jour est finalement venu. Environ 40% de la population de la 
vallée de Ricote, y compris Blanca, marchait a pied du port de 
Carthagéne pour y étre entrepris. Certains des 1000 habitants de 
Blanca s’étaient retirés a d'autres villages et des hautes montagnes 
pour échapper a la déportation. L'expédition a finalement eu lieu en 
Janvier 1614. Dans les trois. semaines, lorsque les habitants de 
Blanca et leurs enfants restés dans Carthagéne différents anciens ont 
réussi 4 marier leurs filles aux chrétiens afin d'éviter l'expulsion. 
C’est pourquoi nous voyons environ 20 mariages entre les filles des 
nouveaux chrétiens de Blanca et chrétiens hommes d'autres régions. 
Seules les femmes étaient prétes a se marier de cette fagon. Je ne 
pouvais pas trouver de nouveaux mariages chrétiens masculins aux 
femmes chrétiennes. Ce n’était vraiment pas dans la nature de ces 
anciens Maures de Blanca, dont certains avaient méme deux ou trois 
femmes maures avant 1580. 


Merci pour le baptéme et de mariage registres des 16 eet 17 e siécles 
j’al pu voir que de nombreux nouveaux chrétiens de Blanca puis 
revint au bout de 10.4 15 ans. Finalement, 45% des anciens habitants 
de Blanca et la vallée de Ricote pourrait continuer a vivre dans leurs 
territoires. Le fait que nous possédons encore Blanca tout le 
baptéme, mariage et registres de décés peut étre considéré comme 
quelque chose d'unique. En raison de la guerre civile espagnole 
(1936 - 1939) un grand nombre de dossiers avaient été détruits ou 
simplement brilé. Au moment ou I'ancienne population maure méle 
lentement avec les chrétiens. 


Contre la montagne, nous voyons deux grands piliers qui servaient 


d'entrée au chateau mauresque. Nous notons en outre que ce n’était 
pas facile a entrer par cette entrée qui a été nécessaire pour protéger 
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le chateau contre les ennemis possibles. Si nous regardons de prés, 
nous voyons deux anciens sentiers a flanc de montagne qui ont été 
utilisés par les Maures a marcher vers le haut. Il n'y avait pas d'eau 
dans le chateau, alors ils ont dd transporter de l'eau de la riviére vers 
le chateau. Le chateau a été construit sur un point stratégique afin de 
protéger le mieux possible contre les envahisseurs. Prés du chateau, 
nous verrons un poste de garde qui était la avant la construction du 
chateau, datant probablement du 10eme siécle. Le chateau de Blanca 
est resté en contact avec les chateaux de Cieza, Ojos, et Ricote via 
des signaux de fumée. 


Les dates du chateau maure du 12¢me siécle et a probablement été 
construit sous le régne de Muhammad ibn Mardanis, également 
appelé le roi: Wolf, qui a vécu entre 1124 et 1172. Dans ce vieux 
quartier, que vous voyez ici dans le film, Blanca a une attraction 
unique dans la province de Murcie. Nulle part dans la province de 
Murcie n’est-il un autre ancien quartier mauresque d'étre trouve. 

Au premier plan, dans le future, nous voyons un ancien grenier dans 
le hameau Darrax exactement entre les villages Abaran et Blanca. 
C’est le seul grenier maure connu dans |’Espagne. En haut de la 
montagne ce grenier rectangulaire a été divisé en plusieurs zones ou 
le grain a été stocké. Le grenier avait un garde parce que c’était un 
lieu saint, et les ennemis ne pouvaient pas y entrer. Nous avons vu le 
méme phénoméne dans I'Eglise catholique de Blanca pendant le 
16éme siécle. Si quelqu'un a eu des ennuis avec la loi, il a vite couru 
dans l'église et les soldats ne pouvaient pas trouver quelqu'un de 
l'église, parce que c’était un lieu saint. 


Aujourd’hui, Blanca est un des villages les plus pieux dans la 
Province de Murcie. Finalement nous voyons la «Virgen Blanca» 
(Vierge Blanche) sur un beau belvédére avec une vue magnifique sur 


toute la région. 


© Texte francais: Govert Westerveld 
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SWEDEN 


Blanca (Murcia) 


Blanca ar en spansk kommun som ligger 1 Vega Alta del Segura i 
Murcia regionen. Den tillhér en av de sex kommuner i Ricotedalen 
(Valle de Ricote) tillsammans med Abaran, Ojos, Ricote, Ulea och 
Villanueva de Segura. Blanca grannar i norr med kommunen 
Abaran, i sdder med de Ulea och Ojos, i 6ster med kommunerna 
Molina de Segura och Fortuna, samt i vaster med kommun Ricote. 
Blanca omfattar ett omrade pa 87,7 km’, dess genomsnittliga hdjd ar 
233, och byn har 6489 invanare, enligt INE 2011. 


Comunnication vag 


Huvudvags kommunikationen nara Blanca ar A-30 motorvagen 
(Albacete, Murcia). A-33 mellan Fuente la Higuera och Blanca 
byggs for narvarande. Denna motorvag kommer att f6rbattra 
anslutning till Valencia. 

Murcia Blanca 4r tillgangligt via A-30 motorvagen, avfart 111 
Blanca-FFCC jarnvagsstation, fran Madrid till avfart 110 i A-30 
motorvagen eller av huvudvaégen N-301. Fran Valencia kan man 
kora till Blanca genom vagkorsningen mellan det framtida A-33 
motorvagen till A-30 motorvagen eller via huvudvagen N-344. 


Historia 


Vi maste ga till ar 713 med ankomsten av den arabiska erévringen 
for att hitta permanenta mansklig narvaro 1 staden Blanca. Det forsta 
vittnesmal leder oss resten av sitt slott fran tolfte arhundradet. I det 
trettonde arhundradet var det kant under namnet Negra, 
uppenbarligen pa grund av fargen pa den svarta berg nara slottet och 
befolkningscentrum. Detta slott byggdes mellan 1155 och 1171 av 
den forsta kungen av Murcia, Muhammad ibn Mardanis, kand som 
Wolf King. Den historiska kopplingen for att bilda en del av den 
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moriska Ricotedalen hittades 1228 under resningen som ledes av Ibn 
Hud fran Ricote mot almohaderna. Hursomhelst, efter hans d6d tio 
ar senare anarki och lagléshet spreds i Konungariket Murcia, vilket 
gor att Alcaraz pakten undertecknade med Kastilien ar 1243, vilket 
kravde underkastelse till kronan som ett protektorat och respektera 
och garantera a4godelar, och muslimska traditioner 1 f6randring 
vasallstat till kastilianska kungen. Nar Alfonso X hade inf6rts pa 
kastilianska tronen och efter att ha brutit nagra klausuler 1 fordraget 
Mudejar befolkningen gjorde revolt mellan 1264 och 1266. Efter att 
ha undertryckt revolutionen gav Alfonso X_ Ricotedalen 
befolkningen behGrighet till staden Murcia, som salunda ingick i 
stadens territortum. Med doden av-Fernando de la Cerda, den aldsta 
sonen och kastilianska arvinge, bérjade kampen f6r tronféljden av 
Kastilien. Kampen stod mellan Fernandos séner, barnen de la Cerda, 
och hans farbror Alfonso X son, Infante Don Sancho. I ett dokument 
daterat 25 Mar 1281 framtida Sancho IV lovade att bel6na bestalla 
av Santiago genom att donera Ricotedalen inklusive Negra (Blanca) 
om det hjalpte honom i hans kamp f6r kronan. Nar de proklamerade 
honom som kung i Sevilla den 19 november 1285, Sancho IV 
uppfyllde hans sitt l6fte och gav bestadllningen av Santiago 
Ricotedalen, deras stadsdelar, byar och platser for stéd (1). 


Fred varade inte lange i Ricote Vally eftersom Jakob II av Aragonien 
invaderade Konungariket Murcia 1296 for att beléna sig sjalv for 
den hjélp som ges till den andra parten, dvs | de Spadbarn de la 
Cerda, 1 kampen for tronf6ljden mot hans farbror. Under denna 
ockupation Negra och dess slott gavs till kurator Bernardo de Sarria, 
aven om santiaguista befalhavare for Ricote havdade att ersatta dem 
med John Osores den 19 september 1303. Sista gangen namnet 
Negra anges i ett dokument 4r i ar 1315. F6randringen av namnet 
Negra Blanca agde troligen rum mellan aren 1353 och 1362 genom 
paverkan av Dona Blanca de Borbon, drottning av Kastilien, som 
Overgavs av kung Pedro I och férsvaras av Fadrique, Befalhavare 
Over order av Santiago och genom Sancho Sanchez de Moscoso, den 
santiaguista befalhavare fér Ricote (2). 
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1382 Blanca d6ok for forsta gangen up under namnet Blanca. Den 
Advancer (radgivare) Konungariket Murcia, Martin Alonso de 
Valdivieso kravde frihet en Moor fran Blanca som fangades pa 
begaran av en Jude i Elche. (3). Ordattvisa handelser kunde inte 
stoppa krigets instabilitet 1 de mellersta decennier av det femtonde 
arhundradet. Det orsakade nedlaggning av Blanca, folk marscherade 
med trupper och kungen av Granada efter en razzia i Konungariket 
Murcia. Efter kravande skattelattnader, atervande Blancas folk. Efter 
den blodiga sack Cieza 1477, vilket lamnade byarna till att avfolkas, 
invanarna i Blanca lamnade deras byar igen. De atervande igen 1492 
efter erévringen av kungariket Granada. Doménen av bestilla av 
Santiago pa Blanca och resten_av-Ricotedalen skulle forlangas fram 
till artonhundratalet. For att forbattra resultatet for deras lander under 
de f6rsta aren av denna doman bestilla  dévertygade 
muhammedanerna i Blanca att konvertera till kristendomen innan 
den nya lagen i 1501. De var nu _ kallade nya _kristna. 
Muhammedanerna konverterade efter den nya lagen och 1501 
kallades de morerna. Ar 1507 gav den katolska monarken 
instruktionerna fér att bygga kyrkor 1 stallet for de gamla moskéerna 


(4). 


Med denna konvertering till kristendomen hoppades den muslimska 
befolkningen att bli av med de finanspolitiska trycket som de 
omfattades hela tiden. Fastan deras frustration var stor var dock detta 
inte fallet, och detta framkallade ett valdsamt uppror i moriska 
befolkningen i hela dalen i 1517. Detta uppror slogs ned och var 
fortrangt redan ett ar senare. 


Under 1500-talet sag Blanca en markant 6kning av antalet invanare i 
byn. Philip I, som alltid saknade pengar pa grund av sina krig, 
utvecklade en ny strategi for att fa pengar: han skapade kommuner. 
Till foljd av detta gav Philip II den 10 augusti 1591 Blanca 
privilegiet [privilegium eller status?] hos en kommun, till priset av 
2 400 dukater. Fordrivningen av de nya kristna genom Ricotedalens 
—som nu kallades Moriscoes- férordning 1613 resulterade i att 
Blancas mark f6ll i spillror. Blanca hade enbart 300 personer kvar 
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(5), pa grund av den patvingade fordrivningen av dess invanare. 10 
till 15 ar senare hade dock 45 % av befolkningen atervant till sitt 
land (6). Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra skrev utforligt om den 
moriska Ricotedalen genom rollfiguren Morisco Ricote (7). Manga 
forfattare trodde att Morisco Ricote kom fran Esquivias eller 
Albacete men Gert Westerveld, en av stadens tva kr6dnik6rer, 
bevisade att Morisco Ricote kom fran Ricotedalen (8). Detta 
bekraftades 2010 av professor Francisco Marquez Villanueva (9). 
Under 1700-talet, aven kant som det gyllene seklet for Murcia, 
bérjade Blanca hamta sig fran sin forlust-av befolkningen, och dkade 
fran 700 invanare ar 1713 till 1378 ar 1786, enligt Census 
Floridablanca. Den nuvarande kyrkan, dedikerad till evangelisten St. 
John, ateruppbyggdes i slutet av 1600-talet och bérjan av 1700-talet 
av stenhuggarbréderna Lucas och Antonio de la Lastra. Byggnaden 
fardigstalldes ar 1717. 


Efter sjalvstandighetskriget (1808-1814) ratificerades Blancas 
privilegium av kung Ferdinand VII ar 1819. Nio ar senare drabbades 
konungadémet Murcia av en epidemi av gula febern, och Blanca 
utseddes av ledningen for Murcias katedral till en tillflyktsort fran 
sjukdomen. Enligt en gammal sagen skonades Blanca fran febern 
tack vare St. Rochs férb6n. St. Roch utseddes till Blancas 
beskyddare nar invanarna sag resultatet av hans boner. Befriad fran 
Santiagoorderns. kontroll ar 1851, och efter de revolutiondra 
handelserna och ateruppbyggnaden av monarkin under Canovas del 
Castillo genom Alfonso XII, métte Blanca boérjan pa ett nytt 
arhundrade biattre fdrberedd 4n nagra av de _ intilliggande 
kommunerna. 


Ar 1856 arrangerade invanarna byggnationen av en ny bro 6ver 
floden Segura. 1869 fardigstalldes en landsvag for att forbinda 
staden med jarnvagsstationen, och 1894 installerades gatubelysning. 
Samma ar kollapsade flera kullar i Blanca vilket ledde till att flera 
byggnader fdrstérdes, inklusive ett alderdomshem och ett harbarge 
for fattiga. Resultatet av detta blev en fullsténdig forandring av 
landskapet, vilket motiverade byggnationen av nya hus och gator. 


128 


Under 1900-talet var det politiska och sociala landskapet ofta 
turbulent, bade i staden och 1 resten av regionen. Efter att ha utsetts 
till den andra republiken bérjade de konservativa parterna grupperas, 
och den spanska konfederationen fér sjalvstyre (CEDA) vann valet 
ar 1931. Svaret fran vanstern var en omedelbar utveckling av 
fackligt engagemang och sociala organisationer, vilket ar 1934 ledde 
till en strejk 1 Murcia, med valdsamma demonstrationer pa manga 
hall. Det angraénsande Cieza var tvungna att forklara krigstillstand, 
och i Alguaza dog flera personer. Valet ar 1936, som vanns av en 
koalition av vansterpartier under namnet Den populara fronten, ledde 
ater till valdsamma dispyter i regionen. Detta gav forebud om den 
inbérdeskonflikt som upphérde i-samband med att en del av armén 
Odkade den 17 juli samma ar. Precis som i resten av landet under 
dessa ar var detta en isolerat social kris. Den mest anmarkningsvarda 
medvetenheten var reflektioner 6ver attackerna mot kloster och 
kyrkor, som klostret La Milagrosa och férsamlingen i Blancas kyrka, 
San Juan Evangelista. Som ett resultat av det har valdet forlorade 
Blanca en ansenlig del religids konst, sarskilt religidsa bilder (raddad 
fran samma attacker blev en av de mest prestigefulla och 
uppskattade bilderna, den pa Kristus bunden till en pelare i Salzillo- 
stil, gjord av Sanchez Tapia). 


Trots stédet for republiken stod Murcia langt fran frontlinjerna pa 
grund av det fanns fa militéra handlingar, f6rutom ett sporadiskt 
bombande av hamnarna i Cartagena och Aguilas. I mars 1939 
ockuperade nationalistsidans trupper staden, tillsammans med resten 
av regionen. Ur en demografisk synpunkt har 1900-talet varit en 
stagnerande tid for Blanca. Ett sekel tidigare hade staden 6 000 
invanare, och samma siffra galler for 2000-talet. Idag ar invandring 
avgorande fér att behalla och 6ka den siffran. Detta 4r inte 
forvanande, for kommunens ekonomi var i bérjan av seklet beroende 
av jordbruk, esparto (10) och férsaljningen av timmer, vilket gradvis 
forsvann nar syntetisk fiber O6kade 1  popularitet. Dessa 
forutsattningar, nedlaggningen av fabriker for hermetisering, och 
Overgivandet av skogsavverkning tvingade manga invanare att 
emigrera till andra platser. Endast jordbruket, som f6r narvarande ar 
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dedikerat till frukt och vindruvor, upplevde en markant lyft tack vare 
vattnet i floden Segra. Blancas invanare later sig dock inte besegras 
av bakslag, och kampar tillsammans i en anméarkningsvard 
anstrangning for att utveckla sin stad. 


Sevardheter 


Kyrkan Evangelisten St. John fran 1700-talet 

Det moriska slottet fran 1100-talet 

Pena Negra (vulkanisk svart sten pa vilken staden vilar) 
Blancas museum och konstcenter (MUCAB), internationellt 
arkitektoniskt landmarke 

Pedro Canos grund 

Cento’ Negra, en plats for forskning och samtida skapelse 
(AADK) 

Tolkningscenter for vatten och ljus 

St. Roch eremithydda (i barockstil) 

Det heliga Familjekapellet 

San Pedros eremithydda 

Kyrkan Virgn del Pilar 

Pariserhjulet Nufiez Miguelico 

Ferris Wheel "Nujfiez Miguelico" 

Hantverksstugan Center Negra, pa en utmarkt plats vid 
utkanten av det moriska slottet. Kurser i malning och konst ar 
tillgangliga. 

Landsortshuset La Favorita 

Promenader langs floden 


Ekonomi 


Industriomradet San Roque 
Industriomradet Angel Prieto Oliva 
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Festligheter och viktiga evenemang 


Paskfestligheter: Precis som pa andra platser i regionen samlas alla 
religidsa grupper (cofradias) och brédraskap vid fastan, for att 
gemensamt forbereda gladjefulla och passionerade evenemang och 
parader. For narvarande finns atta religidsa grupper 1 Blanca, varav 
de aldsta ar: 
e Det kungliga och mest ber6mda brédraskapet av var fader 
Jesus fran Nazareth 
e Bréddraskapet av Evangelisten St. John 
e Den kungliga forsamlingen av de Jesus. och Marias heliga 
hyjartan 
e Brdéddraskapet av Servitas av Var Heliga Fru den Heliga 


Andra religiésa grupper, som tillkommit senare, ar: 
e Bréddraskapet av Veronica 
e Brddraskapet av San Pedro 
e Bréddraskapet av Maria Magdalena och det yngre 
brédraskapet: 
e Brdédraskapet av the Tradgardens Vanda 


Brédraskapet av Tradgardens Vanda bar bilden av den Heliga 
Jungfrun till ceremonin pa langfredagen 1986, tre ar efter att 
brédraskapet bildats. Den har traditionella bjudningen av bilder, som 
visar Blancas invanares kanslor kring att betala for att bara den valda 
bilden pa sina axlar, ar vard att némna. 


Sommarfestligheter: I augusti firar Blanca sommaren igen, till 
minne och ara av sitt skyddshelgon St. Roche. Har praglas 
festligheterna av det s6ta brédet (la mona) och tjurarna. I Blanca har 
tyurrusningen den berémda statusen regionalt turistintresse, och det 
ar utan tvekan den mest firade dagen for alla invanare i Blanca. 
Tjurrusningen ar en gammal tradition som har uppratthallits 1 6ver 
350 ar, och det ar ett unikt evenemang i Murcia-regionen. Under 
morgonen ar atmosfaren som kantar hela tjurarnas rutt full av en 
oandlig gladje, 1 vilken dans och olika bands parader uppmuntrar alla 
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att delta i festligheterna, och alla ar valkomna. Denna festlighet 
utspelas alltid innan den 15 augusti. Livet och traditionerna i staden 
har beskrivits utforligt av en annan av stadens kronik6rer, Angel 
Rios Martinez (11-25). 


Vinterfestligheter: I juletider kan man i Blanca njuta av ett flertal 
storslagna krubbor. Bland dem kan besékarna finna det stora stallet i 
Betlehem, placerad 1 Cajamurcias utstallningsrum, eller den privata 
stora Betlehemkrubban pa Estacion de Blanca. Det har omradet 
ligger fyra kilometer fran Blanca, pa vagen mot Jumilla. 


Varfestligheter: Pa varen i Blanca, efter Semanta Santa, borjar en 
vecka med festligheter dedikerade till skyddshelgonet St. Roche. 
Den mest karaktaristiska av dessa festligheter ar kréningen av 
drottningen och pilgrimsfarden. Pilgrimsfarden syftar till att 
aterlamna kommunens helgon fran kyrkan, i mitten av staden, till 
eremithyddan som dedikerats till helgonet. Folket for helgonet till 
platsen dar han togs emot med jubel och fyrverkerier. 


Tvillingstader 
e Anguillara Sabazia, Italien 

Thopparning ar en akt som sker mellan tva personer, tva kulturer, dar 
malet ar att fora samman seder, relationer och kanslor. Det har skulle 
kunna vara en. definition av ihopparning, “gemellaggio” pa 
italienska. Pa detta satt beskrev Irene Molina sitt intryck av 
evenemangen som anordnades mellan Blanca och den italienska 
systerstaden Anguillara Sabazia ar 1999. 


For tva ar sedan fick Blanca en idé om att para ihop sig med en 
avlagsen italiensk stad som lag cirka fem mil fran Rom, Anguillara 
Sabazia. Den har staden liknade Blanca till sin struktur, klimat, 
behov av vatten, och det faktum att landskapet representerades av en 
vacker sj6 i Anguillara (Bracciano) och floden (Segura) 1 Blanca. 
Dess invanare var dessutom enkla, valkomnande och hart arbetande 
personer. Det kanske starkaste enande band Blanca hade med den 
har staden var malaren Pedro Cano, som var Anguillaras adopterade 
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son och bodde med folket i 6ver 20 ar. Pedro Cano anlande en dag 
till Anguillara, och aven fast Blanca alltid haft en plats i hans hjarta 
fangades han sa starkt av den charm, landskap, folket entusiasm, och 
lus som tydligt reflekteras i hans arbete. I augusti 1998 bédrjade 
ihopparningen av Anguillara och Blanca, och ett  flertal 
*anguilarianer” anlande till Blanca. Det var en berikande och 
charmant upplevelse som skapade starka band mellan de bada 
stadernas invanare. 55 av Blancas invanare reste till Anguillara den 4 
maj 1998 till Italien for att besdka Anguillara och bekrafta 
ihopparningen. Alla blev. f6rtjusta 1 Anguillara. Dess invanare 
stravade konstant efter att g6ra besdket sa bra som mOjligt. Alla, fran 
den yngsta till den aldsta, deltog-icevenemang som de karleksfullt 
hade férberett: utstallningen av fotografier fran bada kommunerna, 
den klassiska konserten, och batturen pa sj6n for att beskada dess 
skénhet. Det kanske mest rérande var tavlingen i poesi och barns 
teckningar. Det var fantastiskt att se vad de visste om Blanca, 
berattade Irene om resan. 


Nar Blancas invanare gick pa bussen i Anguillara och sag framfor 
sig hur skylten om thopparning ledde till att Blancas namn stod 6ver 
Anguillaras ropade en fran Blanca ”’se, vi ar 1 var stad igen!” Detta 
var sant. Dar i Anguillara, mer 4n 300 mil fran Blanca, kande de sig 
som hemma. Pa grund av detta talade gruppen fér hela Blanca nar de 
riktade tacksamma ord mot de kommunala myndigheterna, 
avdelningen for ihopparning, och det generésa folket 1 Anguillara. 


© Svensk text: Govert Westerveld 


133 


Blanca: den sista och storsta 
kvarvarande moriska staden i 
Spanien, ar 1613. 


Blanca var ar 1613 den sista och viktigaste moriska staden 1 Spanien. 
Alla morisker hade varit tvungna att lamna landet ar 1609. Invanarna 
i Blanca, en av de sex staderna i Ricotedalen, kunde skjuta upp 
fordrivningen till 1613, men i slutet av detta ar kom det tragiska 
beskedet att moriskerna i Ricotedalen ocksa var tvungna att lamna 
landet. Det beskedet kom den 31-december 1613. Cirka 25 % av 
Blancas 1 000. invanare gick till fots till hamnen i Cartagena, dar 
moriskerna var tvungna att samlas. En liten del av Blancas 1 000 
invanare hade flytt och begett sig till andra byar, eller till de héga 
bergen i Ricotedalen. Efter 10-15 ar kom manga tillbaka. Cirka 45 % 
av Blancas och Ricotedalens fore detta invanare kunde fortsatta att 
leva i dessa omraden. De har manniskorna gifte sig sa smaningom 
med kristna, och idag ar Blanca en av de mest religidsa staderna i 
Murcia-provinsen. Den har filmen visar det gamla moriska omradet, 
de sma krokiga gatorna som ledde till slottet, och hus som 4r flera 
sekler gamla. 


Blancas historia kan enkelt beskrivas som féljande. Efter att ha 
invaderat morerna i Spanien ar 711 slog de sig ner i Ricotedalen 
samma arhundrade. Dar bildades sex stader, fram till ar 1609. De 
nuvarande namnen pa dessa stader ar Abaran, Blanca, Ojos, Ricote, 
Ulea och Villanueva. Blanca var pa 1600-talet huvudsate i 
Ricotedalen. 


Den férsta gangen Blanca syntes i ett dokument var ar 1281, nar den 
vise kungen Alfonsos son Sancho erbjéd sin stad som en gava till 
Santiagoordern. Staden hette da Negra, vilket 6versattes till ’svart”. 
Namnet pa den forsta borgmastaren, som hittats 1 dokument fran ar 
1303, var Garcia Bizcarra, som var befalhavare 6ver Negras slott 
under kriget mellan Todmir (det gamla namnet pa Murcia-provinsen) 
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och Valencia. Det har kriget pagick mellan 1296 och 1304, och 
slottet 1 Negra hade en viktig roll i det hela. 


Den sista gangen som namnet Negra némndes 1 ett dokument var ar 
1315, och den fdrsta gangen namnet Blanca dyker upp 4r, pa 
hollandska, ar 1383. Ingen vet nar namnbytet 4gde rum, men ar 2008 
forsdkte jag bevisa att namnet Blanca kom fran drottning Blanche av 
Bourbon, som ar 1353 gifte sig med den spanske kunden Peter den 
grymme. 


Den har kungen laémnade sin fru i sticket efter tre dagar, och levde 
med sin alskade Maria de Padilla..Hans styvbror Fadrique, som var 
harskare i Santiagoordern, forsvarade drottning Blanche av Bourbon 
i inbordeskriget. Ar 1358 gav Peter den grymme order att déda 
Fadrique i Sevilla. De dédade ocksa befalhavaren i Ricote, som 
kampade tillsammans med Fadrique for drottningens rattigheter. 
Mellan 1354 och 1358 bodde Fadrique ibland i Ricotedalen, och det 
verkar som att namnet Negra byttes till Blanca f6r att hylla drottning 
Blanche av Bourbon, som Santiagoordern slogs f6r i flera ar. 


Ar 1501 konverterade Blancas muslimer till katolicism, och kallades 
nykristna. Ar 1505 byggdes Blancas moské om till en katolsk kyrka, 
och en officiell prast blev utvald for att lara de nykristna den 
katolska tron. Det gjordes inte pa ratt satt, for ar 1562 fanns minst 20 
nykristna fangar 1 Blancas fangelse. Tva av dem brandes levande i 
samband med undersdkningar och forhér. De flesta av de évriga 18 
fangarna forlorade alla sina tillhérigheter som betalning fdr olika 
undersékningar. Runt 1565 utsag den kyrkan en katolsk prast fran 
Abaran fér att undvika en likadan situation. Den har prasten kom 
fran en muslimsk familj och talade arabiska. Ar 1567 stiftade Philip 
II en ny lag: fran och med da fick Blancas invanare inte tala arabiska 
langre. Det var forbjudet att klé sig annorlunda, och de maste avsta 
fran muslimska traditioner pa bréllop. Detta ledde snart till krig 
mellan moriskerna fran Granada och Philip H, och minst 60 000 
morisker dédades. Den pafdljande freden varade inte lange, for den 9 
april 1609 (pa samma dag som Tolvarsfreden med Nederlanderna 
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signerades pa det kungliga radets initiativ) bestamdes ocksa att alla 
morisker maste lamna landet. Massdeporteringen av de ddpta 
muslimerna tackte 3 % av den spanska befolkningen, fran 250 000 
till 300 000 i en befolkning pa totalt 8-9 miljoner. 


Varje konungadéme maste f6rsakra sig om att deportationen 
faststalldes. Det boérjade i Valencia den 22 augusti 2609, och féljdes 
den 29 maj 1610 av Aragon och Castile. Hela processen tog cirka 
fem ar, 1609-1614. Manga morisker anlande till nya hamnar i 
Nordafrika, Frankrike, Italien och det ottomanska riket. Vissa sag det 
som en religids befrielse och upplevde 4 ena sidan en gemenskap i 
de muslimska landerna. A andra-sidan hade de problem med att 
anpassa sig, och hamnade till och med i fientliga situationer. 


Invanarna i Ricotedalens stader protesterade intensivt och lyckades 
skjuta upp sin deportering till 1613. Med 1 000 invanare, idag 6 000, 
var Blanca huvudsitet i Ricotedalen. Aven fast de déptes fore ar 
1502 och darmed hade de nya kristnas rattigheter blev de ar 1613 
lagl6sa och sedda som morisker. Denna orattvisa resulterade i att 
Madrid tidigt i december 1613 meddelande att moriskerna i 
Ricotedalen ocksa maste lamna landet. Det ledde till flera situationer 
dar Blancas invanare grat och riktade sig till Murcias katolske biskop 
for att undvika deportation. Trots den goda viljan hos Murcias 
katolska kyrka, som ansvarade for Ricotedalens invanare, skedde 
deportationen. Anledningen var, konstigt nog, nationell sakerhet. 
Den slutliga dagen var den 13 december 1613. Cirka 40 % av 
Ricotedalens invanare, inklusive Blanca, gick till fots till hamnen i 
Cartagena for att bli tvagskeppade dar. Vissa av Blancas 1 000 
invanare hade dragit sig till andra byar eller till de héga bergen fér 
att undvika deportering. Deporteringen skedde i januari ar 1614. 
Under tre veckor, nar Blancas invanare och deras barn var i 
Cartagena, lyckades olika aldre gifta bort sina d6éttrar med kristna f6r 
att undvika deportering. Det 4r anledningen till att vi kan se cirka 20 
aktenskap mellan déttrar till Blancas nykristna och manliga kristna 
fran andra omraden. Bara kvinnorna ville gifta sig pa det sattet. Jag 
har inte kunnat hitta 4ktenskap mellan manliga nykristna och kristna 
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kvinnor. Det lag inte riktigt i naturen hos de tidigare morerna fran 
Blanca, av vilka vissa till och med haft tva eller tre moriska kvinnor 
innan ar 1580. 


Tack vare arkiv 6ver dop och aktenskap fran 1600- och 1700-talet 
kunde jag se att manga av Blancas nykristna kom tillbaka efter 10-15 
ar. Sa smaningom kunde 45 % av Blancas och Ricotedalens f6re 
detta befolkning fortsatta bo 1 sina omraden. Det faktum att Blanca 
fortfarande har alla register 6ver dop, 4ktenskap och dédscertifikat 
kan anses vara nagot unikt. Pa grund av det spanska inbérdeskriget 
(1936-1939) har manga arkiv forst6rts eller brants upp. 


Med tiden blandades den f6re detta moriska befolkningen med de 
kristna. 


Mot berget ser vi tva stora pelare som var en ingang till det moriska 
slottet. Vi ser att det inte var latt att komma in genom den ingangen, 
som var nédvandig foér att skydda slottet mot potentiella fiender. Om 
vi ser efter noga ser vi tva gamla stigar pa berget, vilka anvandes av 
morerna for att ga uppat. Det fanns inget vatten i slottet, sa de var 
tvungna att bara vatten fran floden till slottet. Slottet byggdes pa en 
strategisk punkt f6r att sa bra som mojligt skydda det mot inkraktare. 
Nara slottet ser vi en vaktpost som fanns dar innan slottet byggdes, 
formodligen fran 900-talet. Blancas slott héll kontakt med slotten i 
Cieza, Ojos och Ricote med hyalp av roksignaler. 


Det moriska slottet dateras till 1100-talet och byggdes formodligen 
under Muhammad ibn Mardanis —dven kallad kung Varg- regim. 
Han levde ar 1124-1172. I det har gamla omradet, som syns i film, 
utgdr Blanca en unik attraktion 1 Murcia-provinsen. Ingenstans i 
Murcia-provinsen finns ett liknande gammalt moriskt omrade. I 
forgrunden ser vi ett fore detta spannmalsforrad 1 byn Darrax, 
mittemellan Abaran och Blanca. Det ar det enda kanda moriska 
spannmalsférradet 1 Spanien. Pa toppen av berget delades det har 
rektangulara spannmalsférradet upp i flera omraden dar spannmal 
lagrades. Férradet hade en vakt eftersom det var en helig plats, och 
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fiender fick inte intraéda dar. Vi sag samma fenomen i Blancas 
katolska kyrka pa 1500-talet. Om nagon kom i klammer med 
rattvisan sprang han fort in 1 kyrkan, och soldaterna kunde inte ta 
nagon dar eftersom det var en helg plats. 


Idag ar Blanca en av de mest religidsa staderna i Murcia-provinsen. 
Slutligen ser vi ”Virgen Blanca” (den vita jungfrun) pa en vacker 


utsiktsplats, med en magnifik utsikt 6ver hela regionen. 


© Svensk text: Govert Westerveld 


138 


RUSSIAN 


= 


Baanka (Mypcns) 


Bnanka — MyHuunnanuter B Mcnannn, paciouoxKeHHbI B palioue 
Bera-Auipra-esib-Cerypa B mpoBHHunH Mypcua. Ou npunayiexkut 
K OJHOMYy M43 WIeCTH MyHHuMMatMteros JlomMHbI PuKote, Hapayy c 
AOapax, Oxoc, Puxote, Ya u BunaHy2Ba-ye-Cerypa. Ha cepepe 
Buanka rpaHHuut c MyHuuMMamMtetom AOapanH, Ha tore — c Yi9a U 
Oxoc, Ha BOCcTOKe — c MyHHuMnanutTetamu Monsmua-ye-Cerypa u 
@MoptyHa, a Ha 3alaye — Cc MyHHuMMamMTetomM PuKkote. bianka 
3aHHMaeT TeppHTOpHiO B 87.7 KB.M., Cpe€qHAT BbICOTa HaJl yYpOBHeM 
Mops — 233 M.,°a HacejleHHe cocTaBiideT 6,489 yuenoBeK ( 10 
jqaHHbim HanonanbHoro Muctutyta Cratuctukn 3a 2011 rog. 


TpancnopTHbie KOMMyHHKalnn 


TapHoe opoxHoe coobmjenve oKoIO bnanKku - aproctpaga A-30 
(AnbOauete, Mypcua). A-33 Mexay Dysute-na-Mrepa u banka B 
HacToOAMee BPCMA MOKA TOJIbKO CTPOHTca. Ita aBTocTpaya yILy4WHT 
cBa3b C Batlencuen. 


V3 Mypenn go buanku MoxHO WoOOpateca To aBToctpaye A-30, 
BBIxo 111 x*xene3HOOpoOxXHOK cTanwMu baanKa-FCC, u3 Maypuya 
yepe3 BEIxoy 110 aBroctpagpi A-30 unm no riaBHon Zopore N-301. 
W3 Banencuw MO%#KHO OexaTb YO byaHKu uepe3 WepeKpecToK 
OynylleH aproctpagpl A-33 c aproctpayoi A-30 um mo riaBHoi 
mopore N-344. 


Ucropua 
Bepuemca B roy 713 , korga apaOckue 3aBOeBaTeIM OTIPaBHJINCh Ha 
TOMCKH JIKOWeH B ropoy bnauKxa. Ilepppim cBuyeTesIbcTBOM 


ABJIAIOTCA pa3BaJIMHbI 3aMKa, WaTHpyrouleroca JIBeHadaTbIM 
BeKOM. B TpHHaijaTOM BeKe 9TO MeCTO ObLIO M3BeECTHO TOL 
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Ha3BaHHemM Horpa, O4eBHHO 3-34 Topbl YEPpHOrO WBeTa OKOJIO 
3aMKa MW UWeHTpa cocpeyxoToueHHA HacesleHva. OTOT 3aMOK ObII 
moctpoeH mexyy 1155 nu 1171 mnepspim Koponém Mypcun, 
MyxamMejiom 10H Mapyanucom, 43BecTHBIM KaK Koposb Bok. Ilo 
MCTOPHYeCKHM laHHbIM, yacTb Masputaucxoi Jjommupr PuKxote 
Oblia OcHoBaHa B 1228 rofy, BO BpeMA BOCCTaHHA MpOTHB 
aJIbMOXaOB, BO3raBseHHoro MOH Xyyom. Oynako mocie ero 
CMepTH, J{eCATb JleT cmycta, B Koponescrpe Mypcua cram 
TOCHOCTBOBATb aHapxHa Hu Oe33aKOHHe , CTaB Mpw4HHol 
AspKapacckoro Jloropopa c Kactusmeti.p 1243 roy, Koroppiii 
TpeOoBall moquHHeHHA Kopone kak MmpoTeKTopatTy MU yBaxKeHuA K 
MYCYJIBMaHCKHM TpaMUHaM. 


YrBepxyeHue Asbdouco X Ha KaCTHJIbCKOM TpOHe WH HapylieHue 
HEKOTOPbIX TOJIOKEHHM WOTOBOpa, BbI3BaIO BOCCTaHHe MyJlexapoB 
mMexny 1264 u 1266 rogamu. Ilocne nogaBlneHua BoccTaHua, 
Asbonco X B3a1 HaceyleHve JlonuHbr Pukote mo }OpucTMKIMIO 
ropoya Mypcnsa, takuM oOpa30M lpvcoeyquHuB eé K Topory. Co 
cMepTb1o MepHaHO Ae sa Cepybl, crapliero cbIHa HM HacyleqHuKa 
KaCTWJIBCKOrO IiIpecToma, Hauaslacb OopbOa 3a TpoH Kactumuu. 
BoppOa Obuia MexKLY CbIHOBbAMH DepHaHAO, MH(aHTaMuU je Ja 
Cepya, 4 ero Aayel, cbtHom Ambdonco X, uHdanta Zona Canyo. B 
JOKYMeHTe, JaTHpOBaHHOM 25 mapta 1281 roa, Canyo IV oOemjaeT 
BO3HarpayuTbh OpyeH CanTparo, »epTBya emy JjommHy Puxorte, 
Bkrouad Harpa (banka), ecm OH MOMOxKeT eMy B_ OopBbe 3a 
Kopony. 19 xHosOpa 1285 rona Cesunbe, Oyzyun 
TIPOBO3IIaLWEHHbIM KOPOJIEM, Canyo IV ucnonHun cBoé 
oOs3aTeIbCTBO, 1aB Opgeny Cantssro Jlomuny Puxote, eé paiioust, 
JepeBHH, 3a TIpeOcTaBIeHHy!O NOAWepxKKy (1). 


B Jlonmue Puxore Mup JIMICA He JouroO, Tak Kak AparoHcKHit 
Akos II Broprea B Koponesctso Mypcua B B 1296 roxy, nasi 
BO3HarpayuTb ceOd 3a MOMOMb Apyroi cropoue, T.e. HH(*aHTaM Je 
ja Cepia, B OopbOe 3a mpecton. Bo Bpema oxkynauuu, Horpa u eé 
3aMOK ObIIM OTJaHbI coBeTHHKy bepwapyo ye Cappua, xora 
KOoMaHyyrouMni PuKkote yTBepxyal, 4ro mepeqat ux J>KoHy 
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Ocopecy 19 centaOpa 1303 roga. B mocnenqHnit pa3 Hoarpa 
yiloMuHaetTca B WOKyMeHTe 3a 1315 roa. UsmMenenue umMenun Horpa 
Ha bilaHka, BeposTHO, HMeyIO MecTO Mexy 1353 u 1362 rogamnu, 
Toa BIHAHHeM JloHHbI biraHKu ye bopdou, Koponessr Kactusun, 
OpomieHHOH KopoméM Ilegpo I u nonmaBmet nox 3amjuTy Dazpuke, 
Buayenmbya Opyena Cantpsro, u Canyo Canyeca ge Mockoco, 
KOMaHyroulero Puxkote (2). 


B 1382 bBnanka sBuepsble NOsABHIacb NOX Ha3BaHHeM byiayka. 
CopeTHHK Koponesctsa Mypcusa;,..Maprun Asonco ie 
BasbauBbeco, NoTpeboBall CBOOOABI Wid MaBpa 43 baaHKu, KOTOpBI 
ObIJI 3AXBauyeH 10. TpeOoBaHHto eBpes 43 Qube. (3). 


HecnpapezMBbie COOBITHA HE MOFIH OCTAaHOBUTb HecTaOMJIbHyt10 
BOCHHY!O CHTyallMio B cepeqMHe MATHaqWaToro Beka. OTO 
3acTaBHsIoO JOWeH biaaHku OpocuTb cBov JOMa HW HATH C BOlCcKaMu 
Kopona [panagpi mocne Hadera B Koposesctso Mypena. Hocse , 
3alIpOCHB HaJIOFOBble JIBTOTbI, JHOIH byaHKW CTasIM BO3BpallaTbca. 
Ilocne Kposaporo pa3rpaOmeHua Uesa (Cieza) B 1477 rogy, 
ONYCTOWMBIWeETrO NOCEIKH , KHTeIM biaHKH CHOBa IOKHHYJIM CBOIO 
yepeBHro. Ouu BepHysIMcbh cHoBa B 1492 rony, Nocie 3aBOeBaHHA 
KoponesctBa ITpanagpi. Tocnogycrso Opyena Cantbaro Hay 
Bnankowi uM ocTabHow uacTsro JlommuHbt Pukote mpoyMtca yo 
WeBATHagquaToro Beka. JjaObl yBeIMYHTb TJIONOTBOPHOCTb CBOMX 
3eMCJIb B TepBble Tobi cBoero rocnoycTBa, Open yOeauI 
MyCyJIbMaH byiaHku WepeHiTHw B XpHCTHaHCKy!O Bepy Tepe, HOBbIM 
3aKOHOM B 1501 rogy. Ux Teneps Ha3bIBasIM HOBbIMM XPHCTHaHaMH. 
MycysibMaHe, TIPHHABLUIMe XpHCTHaHCTBO TOCJI€ HOBOrO 3aKOHa 
1501 roga, ObuimM Ha3BaHbI MaBpamu. B 1507 rony, KaTommueckne 
MOHAapXH CTaJIM CTPOMTb LepKBH Ha MecTe CTapbIx MeueTeli (4). 


C lIpHHATHeM XpHCTHAaHCTBa, MYCYJIbMaHCKoe HacesleHHe HaieAJIOCb 
w30aBHTbcaA §=9OT (pHHaHcoBOrO§ §=6aBJICHHA, KOTOPOMy OHH 
loyBeprasiucb WOCTOAHHO. OHako, kakoro OBUIO Hx 
pa3ouapoBaHHe, Kora OHH MOHAIH, YTO eo ObiIO BOBCe He B 
9TOM. DOTO HM BBI3BaIO %KeCTOKOe BOCCTaHve MaBpHTaHCcKoro 
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HacejleHua m0 Bcei JlommHe B 1517 rony. DTo BoccTaHue OBIIO 
TlOWaBsIeHO HU pelipeccupoBaHo Fo CilycTsA. 


B tTeyeHve WecTHaglaToro Beka HaceyleHHe biuaHku 3Ha4MTe/IbHO 
yBemmuniocb. WOusuni I, mocrosHHO HCIBITHIBAA HEOCTATOK B 
CpeCTBax 3-34 BOHH, IpHAyMasl HOBy!O CTpaTerHto 10 MOJLyaYeHHrO 
WeHer: CO3qaHWe MYHUUMMAasHTeTOB. 


B_ pesynbprate, 10 aprycta 1591 roga, Bnanka nosryunsa oT 
@vununna Il nmpapo Ha MyHuuMMatuTer 3a 2,400 ayKarTos. 
Ilocranopnenuem Munna IIL B 1613 rogy, u3srHanue u3 JomMuel 
Pukote HOBbIX XPHCTHaH, BHE3allHO I1lePCHMCHOBaHHBIX B MOPHCKOB, 
ocTaBHsio 3emuIM biawKu B pyHHax. Ilo npwunHe BEIHyxKeHHOrO 
MaccoBoro OercTBa. %*KUTeIei, Ha TeppuTopuu baaHKn ocTasocb 
Bcero 300 yenosexk (5). OgHako, 10 um 15 met crtycta, 45% ero 
%KUTeeH BepHyIMCb Ha cBou 3emMIM (6). Mure ne Cepspantec 
CaaBefilpa noxpoOHo onmvcas MaBputaHcKyto JlommHy Pukote, B34B 
3a TlepcoHax MopucKa Pukote (7). MHorve aBTopbl C4MTaIM, 4TO 
MOpHCK 9TOT TMpHOBL “3 DcKuBuac uM AsbOauetTe, HO ToBepT 
Becteppeybd, OJMH 3 JBYX JIeTOMMCHeB ropofsa, WOKa3as1, 4TO 
Mopuck Pukote upHOsm u3 JiommHpr PuKote (8), Kak 4H 
TouTBepxZeHO B 2010 rony mpodeccopom MpaHyecko Mapkecom 
BunanysBon (9). Bo3sBpaimlaich B 30n0ToH (18-1) Bex B Mypcuto, 
Korya, cormacHo epenucnu DyopuyaomaHkKu, HaceweHue branKku 
crao pactu, oT 700 xuTenen B 1713 rogy yo 1378 xunTenel B 1786 
rogy. Wepkosp Csatoro Moanna Epanremncta Obpiia BoccTaHOBIeHa 
B KOHIe CEMHaMaTOrO HM Haase BOCeEMHaaTOro BEKOB pe34nKaMu 
110 KaMHIO, Opatbamu JIykacom u AnToHHO Je sa Jlactpoit. 3naHue 
ObIIO 3AKOHYEHO B 1717 roy. 


Tlocne BotHpl 3a He3apucumoctn (1808-1814), npuBunerua bianku 
Oblia paTupuuupoBaHa Koposiem DepyuHaHyom VII B 1819 rogy. 
Jlepatb sIeT ciycta, Koponescrno Mypcun O60 mopaxkeHo 
omMyemMueli %éITOM THxopagku wu riaBa CoOopa Mypcuu u30pan 
Buanky yOexHUIeM OT Oome3HH, H 3acTymHMYecTBO CB. Poxa 
cnacno bnanky. Cs. Poxa wHa3BaIHw 3allMTHHKOM byanku, 
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BHeMJIOWIMM MOIbOaM 2xKHTeel. OcBodoxyeHHad OpeHomM 
Cantpsro B 1851 roxy Hu TocHe peBOIONMOHHEIX coObITHAM u 
BOCCTaHOBJICHHA MOHapxuH AHTOHHO Kanosaca jemb KactTuiso, 
BuaHka cTOAI Ha HOBOrO cTOseTHA OoNee NOATOTOBIeHHaA, eM 
HeKOTOpble OuM3IexKalMe MyHHuMMautetE. B 1856 rozy x*xuTeIM 
IOCTpoOWIH HOBbIM MOcT 4epe3 peky Cerypa. B 1869 rogy Opina 
3aKOHYeHa = CeJIbCKaH =©0s opora, coeMHAHOWad ropok Cc 
*Kele3HOMOpOxKHOK cTanuMei. B 1894 rogy Opbim0 ycTaHoBIeHO 
ynmuHoe ocBenjeHuHe. Ho B 1894 rogy banka noctpayana oT 
HECKOJIBKHX ONOI3HEH, Ppa3spyWIMBLUIMX HEKOTOPbIle 3jaHHA, BKIIIOUAA 
OobHULY HM WpH1or Wiad OewHEIx. Pe3ynbTaTOM cTajIO MojHOe 
W3MeHeHHe JaHAWapta, KOTOpOe- HOCHOCOOCTBOBasIO CTPOHTeJIBCTBY 
HOBBIX 3aHHM u yuu. B Teyenve ABayyaroro BeKa B ropoye u 
OcTaIbHOH 4acTH OOsIacTH, peryapHoO MMe MecTO OypHbie 
TOUMTMYecKHe UH CcolMalbHbre yBMwKeHHA. IIpoBo3srmacuB cebs 
Bropotii Ucnanckoii PecnyOmuKoi Ha BbiOopax 1931  roya 
KOHCepBaTHBHbIe TWapTHu, crpynmupoBasuiucb B McnaHcKyto 
Kondegepayuio ABTOHOMHEIX IIpaBpix , ofepxamH mOOeny. JleBbre 
TlapTHu OTBeCTHIH pa3BHTHeM Tpodcorw30B HU OOLM[eCTBeHHbIX 
opraHu3ayMli, KoToppie, B 1934 rogzy, oObsaBHIH BCeoOuTy10 
3a0acTOBKy C Je@MOHCTpaltuaMu BO MHOTHx paiionax Mypcuu. 
Coceyquaa Cpreca JOoIpKHa ObIa OObABHTb COCTOAHMe BOMHbI U B 
AsiprBacac ObIJIO HECKOJIbKO CMepTeJIbHBIX. Ciry4aes. IloOequB Ha 
BbIOopax 1936 roya, Koala JeBbix napTui "Hapogusii dpoxt" 
BO3BpaTHIaCcb, U4TOObI BbI3BATb CHJIbHbIe HapOTHble ABMKCHHA 
BCIOAY 10 OOsIacTH. ITO cTaIo HayasIOM TpaxkKaHCKOrO KOH(MHKTA, 
KOTOPBIM 3aKOHUWICA OYHTOM 4acTH apmunH, 17 HOA TOO 2%*Ke Tosa. 
B tTeyeHwe 9STHX JIeT, MNO4TH BCA CTpaHa HCIIBITHIBaa OCTpbIi 
MIOJIMTHY4CCKHM WM COMMaJIbHEIM Kpu3vc. MMe Mecto HallayqeHHa Ha 
MOHACTBIPH HW WepKBH, Take KaK 2KCHCKHM MoOHacTEIpp "Jla 
Munsiarpoc" u oxpyr WepkBu Cau-Xyaua Epauresmcta. B pe3yibrate 
Banka oTepsyia CyWeCTBeHHOe KOJIMYeCTBO mpe{MeTOB 
HCKyCCTBa, OCOOCHHO HKOH (cpeqH HHX OHO H3 CaMbIX I[CHHbIX 
w300paxeHui XpuctTa, IpHBA3aHHOrO K KOJIOHHE CTHJIA CalIbCHsIbO 
, padota nepa Canyeca Tarun ). 
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Bynyun Ha ctTopoHe peciyOmuKu, oOsactb Mypcuu octasiacp 
ByajleKe OT JIMHHH PpoHTa, Tak KaK BOCHHBIe eiCTBUA CBOJMJIMCb K 
HeperysIApHbIM OomMOexKaM TlopTosw Kaptaxeusi u Arusiaca. B mapte 
1939 rona, BOlicKa Hal[MOHaIbBHOM CTOPOHbI 3aHAIM TOpos Hapa c 
OCTaIbHOM YacTBIO OOacTH. C WemMorpadu4eckoi TOUKH 3peHHA 
Baath Bek Ob BpeMeHeM 3acTos Wid biaHKu. Bekom paHee B 
ropoge Opi10 6,000 x*xnTemei HM 4MCcO OCTaeTCA HeEH3MCHHBIM UH B 
Baath TepBoM BeKe. CeroyqHaA 9MMUTpallWA OUCHb BaxKHA WA 
Buanku, yaObr noylepxKaTb WM YyBeIH4MTb 9TO YuCIO. DTO He 
YAMBUTCJIBHO, TaK KAK 9KOHOMMKa MYHWMMaIMTeTa B Havasie BeKa 
OblIa OCHOBaHa Ha CeJIbBCKOM XO3AiicTBe, 3cTIapTo (10) Hu Mpozaxe 
JIpPeBeCHHBI, KOTOpad OCcTeMeHHO. Ucue3zaia c MOABJIGHHeM 
CHMHTeTH¥eCcKHX BOOKOH. IloBambHoe.. 3aKpbITHe oTpaciieli 
IIPOMBILWJICHHOCTH BBIHYWJIO MeCTHbIX 2KVTeei MCHATb MeCTO 
2KHTebCTBA. TOuIbKO CeJIbCKOe XO3AMCTBO, B HacTosllee BpemMaA 
MOCBALeHHOe (bpykTaM HM BUHOrpayy, pasBuocb ONaroyzapA BOaM 
Taxo-Ceryppl. Ho sBceraku >xuTemM biaHKH He cCyalorca , 
TIpowomKad OopoTeca HW UpHyiaraTb BCe yCHIIMA WIA pa3sBHTHA 
cBoero ropoda. 


JlocronpumMeuaresIbHOCTH 


e Lepkoss Castoro Voanna Epanresncta - 18-1 Bek 

e Masputanckuit 3amMox — 12-1 Bek 

e Horpa (BysIKaHMyecKad 4epHad Topa,Ha KOTOPOHM H CTOHT 
ropoy) 

e My3ei u Apt-uentp bnanku (MUCAB) MexyzyHapogHEmi 
TlaMATHUK apXHTeKTypbI 

e Moxy Ileqpo Kaxo 

e Llentpo Horpa, coppeMeHHbIM Hay4HO-HcceqOBaTeIbCKHH 
yeHtp (AADK) 

e lLlentp untepnpetaumu Bogsi u CBeta 

e Opmutax Cestoro Poxa (bapoKko) 

e UacosBya cBATOIO CeMelcTBAa 

e Opmutax Cau Ilezpo 
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e Llepxoss 'Buprex jem IInnap' 

e Koseco o603penua 'HyHec Muresuko 

e Mactepcxaa 'Llentp Hoarpa'. B kpacuBom Mecte Ha OKpavHe 
MapputaHckoro 3aMKa; HMeCIOTCA KYypCbl  %KMBOMMCH U 
MCKYCCTBa 

e Jjepepenckuit Jomux 'Jla DaBoputa' 

e IlporynouHble JOporu BAO peKu 


DKOHOMHKAa 
e IlpompimieHHas 30Ha 'CaH Poxe' 
e = [pompnugennas 30Ha "Angel Prieto Oliva" 


IIpa3qHecTBa H BaKHbIe COOLITHA 


Ilacxabubie mpa3qHecTBa: Kak u B pyrux MecTax B perHoue, K 
mpuxogzy Bemmkoro mocta , Bce pesrMrMo3Hbie rpynbi (cofradias) u 
OpatcTBa, 3aBepllaloT MpexupasqHH4HbIe MpHroTOBJICHHA K 
]eHCTBaM HU MapajaM, MOJIHBIX bia M CTpacTH. B HacTosllee BpeMaA 
B bylaHke CylWeCTByeT BOCeMb PeJIMTHO3HbIX py, CaMble cTappie 
3 KOTOPBIX: 
e Camoe mpocmaBineHHoe bpatctBo Otna Hamiero Uucyca u3 
Hasapeta; 
e bpatcrso Cs. Moanna Esanresucta; 
e Pesuruo3Hoe BbpatctBo CsamenHprx Cepyen Uucyca u 
Mapu; 
e Bparctso Servitas Hamre boromatepnu Jlessi Ckopou 


JIpyrue pesurno3Hble rpyliiibl Oosee 1o3qHeTo TepHoya: 
e bparcrso Bepouuxy; 
e Bbpatcrso Cau Iezpo; 
e Bpatcrso Cs. Mapuu Maryasexst; 


H CaMOe MOJIO0e OpaTcTBo: 
e bparcrso Mosenna o Yate. 


146 


Bpatctso Momnenusa o Uae Heco0 u300paxenue Jleppr Ckopou Ha 
mpoyeccuu Benukon Ilaruuupi B 1986 rogzy, Tpu roya cilycTa Nocse 
CBOerO BO3HHKHOBCHHA. CTOHT YHOMAHYTb 9TO TpayHWWHOHHOe 
Iecrsue c JIukamu CBaTbix, KOTOpOe NOKa3bIBaeT BC€ YYBCTBa HU 
9MOLWMH 2KUTeen biaHKu. 


Jlerune [Ipa3qnecrsa: B aprycte banka mpa3qHyeT CBO JIeTHHe 
pa3yqHecTBa B 4eCTb CBOerO 3acTyMHHKa Cpsatoro Poxa. 3yecb 
oOcTaHOBKa MeHseTCA Ha CulagqKui xe6 (la mona) u Oprkos. IIporou 
ObIKOB IIpHBJIeKaeT B byaHKy MHOTO TYPHCTOB, H 9TO , HECOMHeHHO, 
CaMBIM OobUIOM Mpa3qHuK fia Bcex »#xuTeNei BnanKku. Iporou 
ObIKOB - O4CHb CTapad TpayquuMa, cyljecTByrollad Oolee TpexcoT 
IATHCCATH eT HU WeMCTBUTeIbHO YHHKasIbHOe COObITHe B OOaCTH 
Mypcun. B atmocdepe Oe3rpannyuHoi pagoctu, mpeoOnazarouet 
BJOJIb BCerO MaplipyTa OeryuMx ObIKOB,TAaHWeB MU Mapaya rpyiii, 
TOOWIPAKOTCA BCe, KTO MpHcoeqMHAeTCA K 1pa3qHeECTBaM, HW TaM 
BCeM pajbl. QTOT Npa3qHHK BCerya mpoBoyutca Wo 15 asrycta. 
2Kv3Hb UW TpaqMyHH Topoya xXopowlo ONMCaHbI ellé OJHHM 
jleTomuciemM AepepHu, AHxesem Puocom Maptuuecom (11-25). 


3umune I[Ipa3qnectBa: bianka Ha PoxecTBO - BpeMa, Kora 
MO2KHO HacslaxKaTbCA BUJIOM pa3JIM4HbIX MOHYMCHTAJIBHBIX XWKHH. 
Cpeau HMX MOCeTHTeM MOryT JIMWe3peTb MOHYMECHTAJIbHbIM 
BudsieemMcknit xJIeB, pactlOOX*KeHHbIM B J]EMOHCTpallMOHHOM 3asle 
Cajamurcia WIM 4acTHBIM MOHYMeHTaIbHEIi BudseemcKnit xs1eB, 
HaXOJAIMica B MecTe, Ha3biBaemom "Estacion de Blanca". StTot 
paiion biaHku paciosox*KeH B 4 KHIOMeTpax OT Hee 0 opore K 
XYMMUIE. 


Becennue I[Ipa3quecrBa: biaHka BecHow - mocme CrpacTHol 
Heyemm HaunHaetca Heed [pa3qHecTB, MOCBALIEHHBIX 
MOKpoButeszo CBaatomMy Poxy. CaMbIMH xapaKTepHbIMH sABJIAFOTCA 
Kopouayua Koponesst uw  I[lanomuuuectsa. I[lanomHnyuecTBo 
BO3BpalaeT UOKPOBHTeIA MYHMIMNaiuTeTa 3 LepKBH, 
pacniooxKeHHOH B IWeHTpe ropoya, B ero COOCTBeHHYy!IO XWKMHY 
OTILCJIBHHKa, NOCBALIEHHY1O 9TOMY TOKpoBuTesto. Jltoqu WpuHecyT 
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MOKPOBHTCIIA K MecTYy, THe OH OBI TIPHHAT C JIMKOBAaHHeM HU 
CHTHaJIBHbIMH pakeTaMu. 


Topoja 61m3HelbI 

Aunrusapa Cadanna, Utama 

OObenquHeHHve — 9TO JelicTBHe, cily4arolleecd MO@XKTY JBYMA 
JIKOJ{bMH, JBYMA KyJIbTypaMH - cC Uelbio obecre4ueHnas, 
IIpHcoeqMHeHHA K OObI4adM, OTHOWICHHAM, YYBCTBAM...." ITO MOTO 
Obl cCTaTb orpeyesweHueM oObeqMHeHHA - "gemellaggio" mo 
WTasIbAHCKH. B 9THx cTpoKax, B 1999 rony, Upex Mosmua 
TOAeIMIacb CBOMMU-BUevaTICHHAMU OT COOBITHH, TpoM30WeqWIMXx 
Mexiy biaHkoi M eé UTaIbAHCKOM CecTpow - ropoyom Anrusiapa 
Cada. 


JIpa roya Ha3aq y bravku MoABMJIaCch UeA COCMHUTECA C TOPOOM 
Aurusiapa Cadalua, pactiosIoKeHHbIM IIpHOIM3HTeIbHO B TpHALaTH 
MuyIAxX OT PuMa. DTOT ropor Obi cxox c biraHkoi mo cTpyKType, 
KJIMMaTy, BaxKHOCTH BOJbI WM el3axKaMH, MpeCTaBJIeCHHbIMH 
KpacHBbIM O3epoM B AxHTusiape (bpawuwnuaHo) u pekow (Cerypa) B 
MyHuuuMnManutete biaaHKw, a TakwKe  %KHTeIMMH - MpOCTbIMH, 
TOCTeIPHHMHBIMH HW TPYAOIOOHBEIMM JIKObMU. Bo3MoxKHO, 
TuaBHOH IpHuMHOM 9TOrO colo3a cTa sOOMMbIM cBIH braHKn, 
o#KuBOTIMCeL Ilenpo Kano, craBliui MpHéMHbIM CbIHOM AHTHJIapbl 
TIpOKMBaBLIMH B Hei yxe OombMIe WBaguaTu Jet. Xota buanKa 
Bcerga Obiia B ero cepaue, Hegpo Kano, mpuOsre ofHaxKybI B 
Aurvsiapy, Obl O4apoBaH ei3axKeM, DHTY3Ha3MOM Joye =u 
CBeTOM, KOTOpble HalllJIM OTpaxkeHHe B erO 3aMeYaTeJIbHbIxX 
paOotax. B aprycre 1998 roga, c mupHOsirueM mpeyctaButesei 
"anguilarillos" B buanky, Hauasica Wpowecc oOpequHeHHA AHTHIapbl 
uw braHku . STO Opwio OYeHb OOOTallarOWHM OMbITOM JIA %KUTeTeH 
o6onx ropogxos. IIpexzctaButesbcTBO 43 TATHeCATH MATH *KUTeTeH 
Buankn mpuosino B Utamuro 4 maa 1998 roa, qaObl MoceTHTb 
AurTHsiapy H ykKpemMts corw3. Bce oH OBLIM O4eHb BIIeuaTJICHbI 
Aurnsapoli. 7KutTeM BCe BpeMA CTPeMMJIMCh Cleat mpeOsrBanve 
rocTeH B ropoyje MaKCHMaJIbHO IIpHATHBIM. Bce JOM, OT Masia 10 
BeIMKa, UpWHHMasIw yy4acTwe BO BCeX  MHOJTOTOBJICHHBIX 
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MeporpuaATHAX - BbICTaBKe PoTOrpadpui oOOoux MyHHMMMAaTMTeTOR, 
KJIaCCH4eCKOM KOHIepTe HW KaTaHHAM Ha JIOAKe 0 osepy, palya 
rla3_ KpacoToH OkpyKatolleH MeCTHOCTH. OHaKO, BO3MO2KHO, 
CaMBIM TIOTPACaIOWIMM OKa3aJICd KOHKYpc JeTCKHX CTHXOB HU 
pucyHkos. bpio HeBepOATHO BHUJeTb, HaCKOJIbKO XOpOlIO OHH 
3HamM brnauxy! Upen 3akoHuMia paccKa3bIBaTb CBOIO HCTOpHIO 
T10€3 KH. 


Korya mroqu baankv MoqHAIMCb B aBTOOyc HM paccMOTpeIH 3HaK 
oObeqMHeEHHA - C Ha3BaHHeM byaHku, Haxoyallei Ha Ha3BaHHe 
Aurusiapa, KTO-TO BOCKIMKHyJI: "IlocMoTputTe, MbI CHOBa B Hallet 
nepesHe!". MW 9To Opiio ~BepHo.-Tam, B Anrnsiape, 3a Be THICHHH 
MWJIb OT biaHKu, OHH 4yBCTBOBaIM CceOa KaK WOMa. VW mosTomy, 
uioqM brankn BEIpa3sHIM CBOIO OsaroqapHOCTb MYHUIMIMasIbHbIM 
BIaACTAM, KOMMCCHH 0 OObeyqMHeHHIO HU  WeApbIM JOJAM 
Aurusiappt! 


pycckuii Texct: Govert Westerveld 
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baanka: caMaH NocJlIeqHaA H caMaH 
OObMIaH 3 OCTaBIIMxcH epeBeHb 
mopuckos B Acnannn 1613 rogza 


Banka Oblia MocseyqHei HW CaMoi BaxKHOM M3 epeBeHb MOPHCKOB B 
Ucnanuu 1613 roga. Bcem Mopuickam TIpHuwiocb MOKMHYTb CTpaHy 
B 1609 rogy. ?KutTenu.braHku, ofHOM 3 WecTH epeBeHb, 
ipHHayiexaBuiux JlomMHe PukoTe, CMOrIM OTIOKUTb BbICIIKY 10 
1613 roga. Xora, B KoHue 1613. roga ObIn0 OObABIeHO, 4TO 
Mopuckn JlonmHbt Pukote TakxKe JOJDKHBI ObIIM MOKMHYTb CTpaHy. 
3To mpon3omm10 13-oro yeKaOpa 1613 roga. U3 onHon TrIcauH 
*KUTeNIeH byaHku, upHMepHo 25% OTMpaBYJIMCb MeWIKOM B MOpT 
KaptaxeHbl, rye MOpvcKoB rpy3HIH Ha KopaOmb. Hedombmiomy 
KOJIMYeCTBY %KUTeei yNalocb OexKaTb B Apyrve epeBHu WIM B 
roppi Puxote. Cnycta 10 un 15 met, MHorMe 43 HUX BepHycb. B 
KOHI€ KOHIIOB, TIpHMepHo 45% OpiBiiiero HacesleHua bianku u 
Jjonuubt Pukote, CMOrsIM OCTaTbCa Ha CBOHX 3eMJIAX. C TeyeHHeM 
BPeMeHH, OHH CTaIM CO3aBaTb CeEMbM C XpHCTHaHaMu UM CerojyjHA 
Banka - OJjHa M3 CaMbIX OlarOueCTHBBIX JepeBeHb B MIpOBHHIHH 
Mypcus. DTOT PUuJIbM MOKa3bIBaeT BAM CTapble OKPeCTHOCTH, y3KHe 
yJIOUKH, Beye K 3aMKy M OYeHb CTapble JJOMa TeX BPeMEeH. 


Uctopusa buaHku MoxeT ObITb paccka3aHa Tak: TOcIe BTOp»xKeHHA B 
VUcnanvio B 711 rofy, MaBpbI OOocHOBamucb B JlomMHe PukoTe B 
TOM Ke cTouIeTHH. TaM OHM OCHOBAJIM WeCTb JJepeBeHb, B KOTOPBIX HU 
#*uIH WO 1609 roma. Cetuac sTo epeBHH HOCAT Ha3BaHHA — 
AOapau, banka, Oxoc, Puxote, Yoa u BusaHy2Ba. B 17 Bexe 
Banka Obyia riaBHoli AepeBHeit Jlommust Puxorte. 


Bnepsbie banka ynoMuHaetca B WOKyMeHTe 3a 1281 rog, Korya 
Can4o, cbIH Koposa ArbdoHco Myxporo, moxepTBoBaI epeBHIO 
Opgeny Cantssro. B To spema biiaHka HocHJIa Ha3BaHHe Horpa, 4To 
B Tlepepogwe Ha aHIIMMCcKHM o3HayaeT 4epHad. Ilo oKyMeHTam, 
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HaieHHbIM B 1303 rogy, mepBoro mM9pa 3BamM TCapcua busuapa , 
KaK KOMaHJYyHOWlero 3aMKOM Horpa BO BpeMA BOMHBI MexKy 
Toymupom ( cTtapoe Ha3BaHve NpoBHHyHH Mypcua) uv Basencnel. 
Ora BoitHa Oymiepana c 1296 no 1304 roy u Horpa cpirpasa o4eHb 
BaKHY!O POJIb B TO BPeMA. 


IlocneqHee ynomMuHaHHe Ha3BaHHa Hoarpa Aatupyerca 1315 room, 
a llepBoe MosByleHve Ha3BaHHa banka — 1383 royom. HuKto He 
3HaeT, Kora %e ee MepeHMeHOBaIH. XOTA, B MOeH WuCcepralHu 
2008 roga, 4 NOCTaBMJI WesubIO JOKa3aTb, 4YTO Ha3BaHa OHa Oba B 
yecTb KoposeBb! baanut bypOoncKoli, KoTOpad BBIMIIa 3aMyxK 3a 
ucnaHckoro Koposa Iletpa 2Kecroxoro B 1353 rogy. 


OTOT KOpPOJIb OCTABHJI CBOIO X%KeHy Yepe3 TPH HA VW XK CO CBOel 
Bo30OeHHOK Mapueii ne aqua. Danpuke, ero CBOAHBIM OpatT 
Mw rocnoquH OpyeHa CantTssro, 3auuujat Maputo bran 
BypOouckyro B rpaxfaHcKoli BolHe. Xota, B 1358 roy, [erp 
?Kectoxni yan mpuKa3 yOuTs Daypuke B Cesusbe. Onn Takxe 
yOusm rylaBHOKOMaHyyroulero PuKkote, cpaxkaBliierocad BMecTe Cc 
@aypuke 3a mpaBa Koposesst buanut bypOouckon. C 1354 no 1358 
roa, Maypuke NepuoszMYecKH OCTaHaBsIMBalIca B JlomMHe PuKoTe u 
Toxo*e CMeHa Ha3BaHua Horpa Ha branka ObuI0 WaHbIo Koposese 
Buanw bypOouckoi, 3a KoTopyro OpyzeH CanTbaro Oopouca rowamu. 


B 1501 rogy MycynbMaHe bank NpvHsAIM XpHCTHaHCTBO HU CTasIu 
Ha3bIBaTbca XpucTuaHaMu. B 1505 rogy Meuets bianKn crasia 
KaTOM4eCKON WepKOBbIO HM Ob OPULMAIbHO Ha3Ha4deH CBALL[CHHHK 
JUIA MOCBALLCHHA HOBbIX XPHCTHAH KaTOJIMYeCKy!O Bepy. 


Ho Bce ObiI0 CeaHO HeBepHo, Tak KaK B 1562 royy MbI BUAMM 20 
HOBbIX XPHCTHaH B TeMHUIe braun. J[Boe 43 HUX OBI CO%KKCHEI 
3Q.KMBO TIO pellleHHIO HHKBY3HIHH. OctaBuimeca 18 smc 
BCero, 4YTO y HX OBIIO, B NOUb3y HHKBH3HOMH. IpumepHo B 1565 
Troay WepKOBb Ha3Ha4uia KaTOIM4eCKOTO CBALeHHHKa U3 AOapana, 
aObl U30ex%KaTb NOBTOPeHHA MOAOOHOM CHTyallMu. OTOT CBALLeHHUK 
ObII POOM H3 MYCYyJIbMaHCKOM CeMbu HW ToBopH To apadcKu. B 
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1567 rogy, Koponb Ounun Bropow mpoBosrmacwI HOBBIM 3aKOH. C 
TOTO BpeMeHH %KUTeIAM bIBHKH 3allpelllaiocb TOBOPHTb 10 
apaOckH. STO cTalio Upw4nHol BOWHEI MexK_yY MOpHcKaMu 
KopoyiescTBa I’paHayja 4 KOposiem Musmom Bropsim u MpHBeo K 
ruOenmt 60 000 mMopucKkos. IlocnegzoBaBpmimMii mup Obi 
HeMpONOJDKUTeICH, Tak Kak 9 ampesia 1609 rona (B TOT CaMBIif JeHb, 
OUCHb BAXKHBIM JeCHb CMOTpa HEOOXOJMMBIX BOMCK, OBIIO TOAMHCaHoO 
yBeHaluaTHieTHee Mepemupve c HuyepnanyqamMu m0 HHMWMaTHBe 
Kopomesckoro Copeta) ObuI0 IpHHATO pellieHHe, 10 KOTOpOMy Bce 
MOPHCKH JOJDKHbI ObLIM TOKMHYTb CTpany. Maccogpas yenoprauua 
KpeleHbIX MYCYJIbMaH COCTaBIIAIa OKOO 3 TMpoueHTOB OT OOMero 
HacezeHua Ucnanun, ot 250 000-70 300 000 ueroBek 43 8 uM 9 
MHJUIMOHOB *KUTEeTeH. 


Kaxkjloe KOpOJIeBCTBO JOJDKHO OBLIO TpOCcNeqMTb 3a IIpoleccom 
yenoptauuu. Hayanacb ona 22 aprycta 1609 roga B Banencun. 
IIpogomxunacb 29 maa 1610 roga B Aparone u Kactusbe. Becb 
TIpowecc WIMICA IpuMepHo AT Jet, c 1609 no 1614 roga. Ovens 
PacTpOeHHbIe MOPHCKH Mp K NOpTaM HX HOBbIX JOMOB. ITO 
Opium CeBepHad AdpuKka, Dpanyua, VUtamua u Otamancxas 
Vmnepus. Hexotoppie cMoTpesiM Ha 9TO Kak Ha peJIMrMO3HOe 
ocBoOoxKTeHHe H, C OAHOM CTOPOHBI, UM OBI pa{bI B HCaMCKHX 
crpaHax. Ho, c pyro cCTOpOHbI, OHH CTOJIKHYJIMCbh CO 
3HA4MTeCJIBHBIMM TpyAHOCTAMH HM jaxke BparxKeOHOCTHIO B Mmporecce 
aylanTalHn. 


2Kutemn Zepesenb Jlomubt Pukote cuJIbHO MpoTecToBalIM HW CyMeJIM 
OTOJBHHYTb W3rHaHve yO 1613 roga. C nHacenenuem B 1000 
*uTeeH, ceromHa 6000, banka Oba riaBHbIM ropoyoM B JlomMHe 
Pukote. XoTa OHM H Ob KpeteHb! Wo 1502 roa u OBLIM Ha3BaHBl 
HOBbIMM xpuicTHaHamu, B 1613 rogy ux OObABHJIM BHe 3aKOHa U 
TIpH4ncIMIH K MOPHCKaM. Ota ctTpalliHad HeCiIpaBeJIMBOCTb 
lpuBesia B jeKxaOpe 1613 roga kK Tomy, uro Maypuy oObaBu oO 
BBICBUIKe H3 CTpaHbl MopucKoB J[ommHb! PuKore. 
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Bce WouI0 WO Toro, 4YTO *KUTeIM biaHKH CO Cle3aMV HallpaBJIAJIMCb 
K KaToIM4ecKOMy elucKorty Mypcun, qaObr 130ex%KaTb BBICBIUIKY. 
Hecmotpa Ha OjarocKJIOHHOCTh KaTONM4ecKOH WepKBu Mypcnu, 
KOTOpad IbITAIaCh 3alWMTHTb 2KUTeNeH JONMHbI PukoTe, AenopTaynA 
Bce TakH lpow3omma.  Ipwunnoi enoptaywu Opiia Ha3BaHa 
HaljMOHasIbHad OezomacHocTb. 13 yexaOpa 1613 roga 9TOT eHb 
Hactynu. Oxos0 40% HaceteHua WoNMHbI Pukote, B TOM 4NCIIe 
2%KUTeIM biaHKu, WIM MewwKOM K opty Kaptaxeubt. Hexoropsim 13 
1000 xxnrenei baanku yyaocb OexaTb B Apyrve epeBHu WIM 
ropbl,u30eraa eropramuro. OtTrpy3Ka cocToslacb B aHBape 1614 
roya. B TeweHve Tpex HejeyIb, MoKa 2*xuTeIM biaHku W ux WeTH 
ocTaBaliucb B KaptaxeHe, HeKOTOPbIM cCTapeMlIMHaM y/aslOcb 
BbIJaTb 3aMy%K CBOMX Ouepelt 3a XpHCTHaH WIA Toro, 4TOOBI 
w30exKaTb Jemoptaiuro. Bot noueMy MbI BHAMM OKOJIO 20 OpakoB 
Me%Ky MOYepbMH HOBbIX XpHcTHaH biaHkH WU XpvcCTHaHCKHMU 
MYXKYHHAMH W3 APyrux perMoHos. TOKO 2KeHIMHBI Ob TOTOBBI 
BCTYHHTb B Opak MOOOHbIM OOpa30om. A He cmMor HaiiTH Opaku 
My2K4YHH HOBbIX XpPHCTHaH WM XPHCTHaHCKHX %KeHLMH. OTO 
WeHCTBUTeIBHO He ObIIO B IpHpose 9THX ObIBLIMX MaBpoB braHKu, 
HeCMOTpa Ha TO, 4TO Y HeKOTOPBIX 3 HUX OBIIM 2 uM 3 
MaBpHTaHCKHe 2KCHLIMHI WO 1580 roga. 


Buarojlapa KpeljeHuam u peructpaluMn Opakos B 16-mM 1 17-M Bekax, 
sl CMOr YBUeTb, YTO MHOTMe HOBbIe XpucTHaHe byaHKH BePHYJIMCb 
ciycta 10 nau 15 ner. B konve KonuoB, 45% OniBiiMx %#*XHTeIeH 
BnaHkw uw omMHEI PukKOTe CMOryT %KHTb Ha CBOMX TeppHTOPHAX. 
Tor dakt, 4ro y Hac B bianke coxpaHMJIMch Bce perncTpalnu 
KpelljeHHi, BeHYaHHM WM CMepTeH, MOXKHO paccMaTpHBaTb Kak HeYTO 
yHukasibHoe. M13-3a rpaxkqaHcKoi BowHbI B Mcnannu (1936 - 1939) 
MHOPO 3altHceli OblIO YHHYTOXKEHbI WIM Mpocto cox*x«*eHbI. K Tomy 
BpeMeHH,  ObIBUIee MaBpHTaHCKOe HacejleHHe  MejJIeHHO 
CMCLIMBaJIOCb C XpHCTHaHaMH. 


Ha cxKoHe TOpbl MbI BHTMM Be OosubIIHe KOJIOHHBI, KOTOpPBbIC 


CIIYKWIM BXOJOM B MaBpHTaHCKHit 3aMOK. OTMeTHM, 4TO OBLIO He 
IerkO IpwiTH 4epe3 STOT BXOJ, KOTOPbI Obl HeOOxOAMM WIA 
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3allMTbI 3aMKa OT BO3MO%KHBIX BparoB. Ecmm mpucMoTpetsca 
MOBHHMAaTeJIbHeM, MbI 3A4MeCTHM J[Be CTapble TPOIbl Ha CKJIOHE TOpbl, 
KOTOPbIC HCHOb30BaIMCb MaBpaMH JIA BOCXOKeCHHA BBepx. B 
3aMKe He ObIIO BOALI , MOITOMY HM TIPHXOMHIOCb HOCHTb BOJY 3 
peku. 3aMoK OblI MOCTpoeH Ha CTpaTerM4uecKOH TouKe AIA Toro, 
YTOOBI 3all[MaTb erO OT 3AXBaTHHKOB. PaJJOM C 3AMKOM MBI BHJJHM 
CTOPOXKeBOH OCT, KOTOPbI OBI TaM elle JO CTPOHTeJIbCTBa 3aMKa, 
BeposTHo, c 10-ro Beka. 3amox buaHKu ocTaBasica Ha CBA3H C 
3aMKamMu B Cwy93a, Oxoc , HM PuKoTe MOCpexCTBOM J{bIMOBBIX 
CHIHAJIOB. 


Masputancknii 3aMoK JaTupyetca—12-mM BeKOM H, BepOsATHO, OBI 
IOCTpoeH BO BpeMa LapcTBoBaHHa Myxammayja uOu Mapyanuca, 
TakxKe H3BeCTHOrO KaK Kopoub Bouk, KoToppi xv Cc 1124 no 1172 
roa. B 9TOM cTapoM kBapTasle, KOTOPbIM BbI BHMTe B JaHHOM 
(bunbMe, banka yHuKasIbHa cBoeli MpuBJIeKaTebHOcTHIO. Hurye 
OoIbLTe B UposwHHywH Mypcna Bal He YyBHNTe cTapbie 
OKPeCTHOCTH MOPHCKOB. 

Ha mepeqHeM TWiaHe MbI BHAMM OpIBLIM aMOap B epeBylike 
Jlapakc, pacnionoxKeHHbI TOUHO MexKy cenamu AOapaH u banka. 
STO eHHCTBeHHbIN MaBpUTaHCKHi amMOap, u3BecTHbI B Mcnannu. 
Haxogacb Ha caMOi BeplIMHe TOpbl, 9TOT MpAMOYTOBHBIN amOap 
ObLI pa3esIeH Ha He€CKOJIBKO 30H, B KOTOPbIX XpaHHJIMCb 3epHa. 
AmOap oxpaHsJICad, TaK KaK MeCTO 9TO ObIIO CBATOe, H Bpar He Mor 
BoHTH B Hero. MbI Bue TO *Ke CaMOe ABJICHHe B KaTOJIM4eCKOM 
yepkBu biaHKv B 16-M Beke. Ec KTO-TO NonayaI B HeMpHATHOCTH 
C 3€KOHOM, OH ObICTpO OexKa B IepKOBb UM COJAaTbI He MOTI 
IIOIYAMTb ero , HOTOMY 4TO 3TO OBIIO CBATOE MECTO. 


Ceroqua bnanka sBIdeTCA OHO 3 CaMbIX OIaroueCTHBbIX 
yepepeHb B TpopHHyuHu Mypcua. Hakone MbI BuguM "Virgen 
Blanca" (benaai jeBcTBeHHMla) Ha KpacuHBoli CMOTpOBON Cc 
BCJIMKOJICMHbIM BUJIOM Ha BECb pervoH. 


Buyeo Tosepta Bectepsemya, 
OgulmMasbHEIi JeTomMcell JepeBHu 
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Bnauka (Mypcua), Ucnanua 
Buyeo cHaTO B branke, epeBHe, OTHOCAIMelcaA K ouMHeE PuKoTe B 


mpopunywn Mypcnua (Mcnanna) 


pycckuii Texct: Govert Westerveld 
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The Ricote Valley one of the first places of 
cultivation lemons in Spain’. 


Govert Westerveld*— - (Independent Researcher) 


The latest years relevant archeological findings were obtained by 
the researcher Arnald Puy Maeso. The traditional irrigated 
terraces in the huerta of Ricote provided organic matter with a 
median probability age of 706 A.D. (647-778 A.D.), according to 
the corresponding analysis methods. These figures could imply 
that the construction of the first terraces at Ricote were formed 
in a very early date. Moreover, from this numbers it is quite well 
possible that the first Arabic Berber tribes entered some years 
before the known date of 711 A.D. or shortly thereafter. The 
village Ricote was the first settlement of the six villages of the 


3 Separate of a chapter in my two new books titled: 
“Commercial uses of lemon derivatives”. Academia de Estudios 
Humanisticos de Blanca (In Press); 
- “History of the Islamic Ricote Valley, first and last Islamic place in 
Spain.” Academia de Estudios Humanisticos de Blanca (In Press). 
4 The author has worked 40 years in the innovation and production of Lemon 
Derivatives for the International Markets. He was co-founder of Zoster S.A. 
(world leader in the extraction of chemical derivatives of vegetable origin for the 
pharmaceutical and food industries) in Zeneta that was taken over by Grupo Ferrer 
(www.ferrergrupo.com). Since 1989, he worked as independent consultant and 
researcher for Exquim S.A. (Grupo Ferrer). Many years thereafter, he continued 
as independent consultant and researcher, together with Prof. Dr. Castillo Sanchez 
and Prof. Dr. Benavente-Garcia in the establishing of Nutrafur 
(www.nutrafur.com). At the same time, he was involved in setting up another 
industry of Citrus Derivatives. Both of them are now World Leaders with their 
products. 
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Ricote Valley. Knowing that today Ricote and the other five 
villages are important growers of lemon fruits, this research was 
effected to find out the places of the first lemons in Europe and 
Spain. 


Introduction 


One cannot forget the variety of those excellent lemon fruits with 
which the Ricote Valley at this day abounds, which they cultivated 
with great skill, and brought to the greatest perfection. 

It is still difficult to state in which moment husbandmen started with 
the cultivation of lemons in Ricote and the other villages of the 
Ricote Valley, being Abaran, Negra (Blanca), Ojos, Ulea and 
Villanueva de Segura. With respect to the most ancient town Ricote 
of the Ricote Valley, research determined that terraces in Ricote 
were built between 706 A.D. and 778 A.D. These building were 
undertaken by some of the first Arabic-Berber tribes entering the 
Iberian Peninsula’. 


The foundational cluster of Ricote irrigated terraces is one of the earliest of 
its kind attested within the Iberian Peninsula. The Ricote hydraulic system 
was probably built at the beginning of the 8th century, in coincidence with 
the first migrations of Arab Berber tribes across the Gibraltar Strait. This 
date also allows contextualizing the beginning of the agrarian tool complex 
associated with the management of hydraulic systems. This includes water 
catchment management, canalization and terrace building, as well as 
growing of a broad range of exotic products and the development of 
specific agricultural practices. Irrigation allows simultaneous farming of 
crops with different requirements and growth rhythms. The peasant has to 
carry out multiple works simultaneously to satisfy the needs of different 
plant taxa. Channel network maintenance and plant tending mean a 
considerable amour: of labour per surface unit. This translates into an 
intensive agrarian system that minimizes risk and uncertainty and allows 
obtaining multiple harvests within a year. The initial cluster in Ricote was 
made of broad terraces supported by 1 or 2 m high retaining walls. 


> PUY MAESO, Arnald & BALBO, A.L. (2013). The genesis of irrigated 
terraces in al-Andalus. A geoarchaeological perspective on intensive agriculture in 
semi-arid environments (Ricote, Murcia, Spain). In. Journal of Arid Environments, 
Vol. 89, pp. 45-56. 
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This means that the Ricote Valley is not only the latest Islamic exit 
in Spain in 1614, but now also can be regarded as the first Islamic 
entrance. 


Origin of Citrus limon (L.) Burm. fil., lemon 


In the 21st century there still existed much confusion regarding the origin 
of the lemon fruit. The oldest known reference to the lemon appears in the 
Sanskrit literature. In the sacred book called the White Yahir-veda, the 
genus Citrus applied to citron and lemon is jambhila. The corresponding 
texts are found in the Vajasaneyi Sambita, a collection of devotional texts 
dated prior to 800 B.C. that forms part of this book®. 


In the first half of the 20th century, researchers still believed that the 
lemon was of recent origin in China. However, Berthold Laufer shows with 
his extensive study that this conception of the matter is erroneous and that 
Chinese acquaintance with the lemon dates from the middle of the twelfth 
century under the Sung dynasty. Thanks to his study we now know that the 
earliest reference to the lemon in Chinese records was made by Fan 
Ch’eng-ta (A.D. 1126-1193) under the term of /imung in his work of A.D. 
1175. Much more information about the lemon is contained in the work of 
Chou K’ii-fei of the year A.D. 1178, saying about the li-mung’: 


Some people say that it has come to us from the southern 
barbarians. The people of P’an-yii (Canton) do not use vinegar 
in large quantity, but avail themselves in particular of the 
juices of this fruit. which is well known for its sourness, 
squeezing the juice out with a spoon. They also boil it in 
honey, soak it in a brine, and dry it at the sun when it is ready 
for consumption. 


® SCORA, Rainer W. (1975). On the History and Origin of Citrus. In: Bulletin of 
the Torrey Botanical club, Vol. 102, N° 6, pp. 369-375. Citation on p. 369. 

7 LAUFER, Berthold (1934). The Lemon in China and Elsewhere. In: Journal of 
the American Oriental Society, Vol. 54, N° 2, pp. 143-160. Citations on pp. 145- 
146. 
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The specific name of the lemon tree derived from arab /aymun. Even 
today, most writers and experts of the arabic literature do not know 
its origin. We know that the lemon is a kind of uncertain origin, 
which for many authors is an invalid specie because, in reality, it is a 
hybrid in which intervened citron, one of the limes and probably one 
or other sort of the genus Citrus, too. The Geographical area and the 
historical moment, in which happened this hybridization, are not 
clear and. While most of the authors of the original of the lemon 
incline to India around the tenth century A.D., others do originate it 
in Italy in such advanced date as the XVI century®. With other 
words, there remains. still much confusion about the first lemons in 
Europe. 


In a study done in 1979 of some pots appearing in the Garden of 
Hercules at Pompeii Professor Wilhelmina Feemster Jashemski 
(1910-2007)? already asked the question if there could not have been 
cultivated lemons in the “Garden of Hercules”: 


In 1973 we left one pot in the ground because we did not want to destroy a 
root cavity in taking out the pot. The following summer when we pulled the 
soil away from the root cast it was impressive to see the cast of a 
substantial tree root which had grown out of the pot (pl. 58, fig. 8); most 
interesting was the discovery of a second pot nearby. The young tree which 
had been started in this pot had not grown, so the ancient gardener had 
planted another in a pot a short distance away. Dr. Fideghelli said the root 
growing from'the pot had the apearance of a lemon tree root. Pliny (supra) 
tells us that the citron was imported in earthenware pots with holes; and 
lemons are started in pots today. It would be natural for lemon trees to have 
been planted near a wall for protection, as is often done today. Is it possible 
that there were lemon trees in the “Garden of Hercules”? 


Consequently, Dr. Carlo Fideghelli, of the Istituto Sperimentale per 
la Frutticoltura, Ministero dell’Agricoltura at Roma believed that a 


8 CARABAZA BRAVO, Julia Maria and Others (2004). Arboles y arbustos en 
Al-Andalus. Consejo superior de investigaciones cientificas, p. 244. 

° JASHEMSKI, Wilhelmin Feemster. (1979). The garden of Hercules at 
Pompeii. The discovery of a Commercial Flower Garden. In: American Journal of 
Archaeology, Vol. 83, N° 4, pp. 403-411. 
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casts of the root cavities of the Garden of Hercules had the 
appearance of a lemon-tree root. On the other hand Pliny’® let us 
know that citron was imported in pots with holes''. In 1990, 
Jashemsky wrote again about the lemon trees in her interesting 
researches effected in the market-garden orchard at Pompeii’: 


Pliny (12.16) also reports that “various countries tried to acclimatize the 
citron, imponing it in earthenware pots with breathing holes for the roots." 
This is a good description of our Pompeian pots. Is it possible that in this 
garden there were exotic trees, such as the citron, that were imported in 
pots? At the time that Pompeii was destroyed there was great interest in 
introducing new fruit and nut trees into Italy. Perhaps the ship Europa did 
reflect the commercial activity of the owner. Or could lemon trees perhaps 
have been planted in the pots? Today at.Pompeii, lemon trees are air 
layered in pots, or their modern equivalents. 


With regards to the luxurious villa of Poppaea at Oplontis that 
belonged to the wife of the Emperor Nero, excavation began in 
1964. Jashemsky!? took part in the excavations and therefore can be 
considered to be an authority in this field. She has the following 
comments with respect to the Sculpture garden and lemon tree: 


SEM photographs of the woody material from the tree behind statue base 
VUI indicated to Dr. Francis Hueber that this could be either a laurel 
(Laurus nobilis L.) or a lemon tree (Citrus Limon (L.) Burm. F.), but when 
we excavated the root cast we found that this tree had been air layered in a 
pot. Laurels are easily rooted and are never started in this way. A broken 
amphora (the top half) had been used for a pot; the root grew out of the 
mouth of the amphora. Today, in this area, lemons are air layered, but old 
tin cans or plastic containers are the broken amphoras of the modern world. 


° PLINY HN 12.16 

' JASHEMSKI, Wilhelmina F. (1981). The Campanian Peristyle Garden. In: 
Ancient Roman Gardens. Washington, D.C., pp. 29-48 

2 JASHEMSKI, Wilhelmin Feemster. (1990). Gardens and cultivated land 
destroyed by Vesuvius. In: Volcanism and Fossil Biotas, N° 244. Edited by M.G. 
Lockley, Alan Rice, pp. 118, 124-125. 

3 JASHEMSKI, Wilhelmin Feemster. (1979). Gardens and cultivated land 
destroyed by Vesuvius. In: Volcanism and Fossil Biotas, N° 244. Edited by M.G. 
Lockley, Alan Rice, pp. 118, 124-125. 
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In 10 lenguages 


The root cavity behind statue base VII was similar in size and shape, and 
also appeared to be that of a lemon tree. 

The complexity of this garden, which extends farther to the north, south 
and east, will become clearer only with further excavation, but we are 
charmed by the portion already uncovered. Dramatically placed behind 
each of the two central statue bases was an exotic lemon tree, such as we 
find pictured in the garden paintings, and which were esteemed for the 
fragrance of their blossoms and the beauty of their fruit. Completing this 
picture, behind the statue base on each side of the lemon trees was a lovely 
oleander, with still more oleanders behind the small bases at the rear. The 
oleander would have been the pale pink one, ever present in the garden 
paintings, and so often. pictured amid sculpture. This colorful scene of 
lemon trees and oleanders was framed on each side by three stately plane 
trees, which furnished shade to those strolling along the pool and cast 
shadows on the shining marble statue. 
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Lemon tree in Roman wallpainting from Pompeii, House of the Fruit 
Orchard. Photo: P. Hunt 2012 


Wilhelmina Feemster Jashemski'* made a thorough study of the 
lemon fruit. She found that the Romans distinguished the lemon and 
citron as two distinct fruits, as a mosaic of about A.D. 100 in the 
Terme Museum at Rome shows. Furthermore she mentioned that 
paintings of the lemon trees were found in the House of the Fruit 
Orchard in Pompeii and in the Naples Museum. She stated that the 
Vesuvian evidence is the earliest documentation of the lemon from 
antiquity, that one can resume as follows: 


Beautiful paintings of fruiting lemon trees were found in the House of the 
fruit Orchard in Pompeii. A spectacular lemon’ tree loaded with accurately 
painted yellow fruit dominates the left panel of the E wall in the room of 
the E side of the atrium (Fig. 82): another lemon tree with golden fruit and 
a female oriole sitting on a branch, in the room off the peristyle, above the 
window, is in the middle panel of the S wall (Fig. 322). 


But the Romans clearly knew the lemon and painted lemon trees with 
accurately portrayed fruit. They also distinguished the lemon and citron as 
two distinct fruits, as a mosaid of about A.D. 100 in the Terme Museum at 
Rome shows. The lemon (second fruit from the left) and the citron (fourth 
fruit from the left) are each accurately portrayed, showing their different 
characteristics and relative size. 


Strange enough the photo of the lemons that appears in the book of 
Jashemski is the reverse one of the photo that appears in the book of 
Ciarallo. Here before we have placed a small part of both photos 
because the discovery of the origin of the first lemon is an important 
one and history should only reflect the true. The book of Annamaria 
Ciarallo was published a year before the book of Wilhelmina 
Jashemski. 


‘4 JASHEMSKI, Wilhelmina Feemster; MEYER, Frederick G. (2002). The 
natural history of Pompei, pp. 101-103. 
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In a study done in 1979 of the pots appearing in the Garden of 
Hercules at Pompeii Jashemski'” already asked the question if there 
could not have been cultivated lemons in the “Garden of Hercules”: 


In 1973 we left one pot in the ground because we did not want to destroy a 
root cavity in taking out the pot. The following summer when we pulled the 
soil away from the root cast it was impressive to see the cast of a 
substantial tree root which had grown out of the pot (pl. 58, fig. 8); most 
interesting was the discovery of a second pot nearby. The young tree which 
had been started in this pot had not grown, so the ancient gardener had 
planted another in a pot a short distance away. Dr. Fideghelli said the root 
growing from the pot had the apearance of a lemon tree root. Pliny (supra) 
tells us that the citron was imported in earthenware. pots with holes; and 
lemons are started in pots today. It would-be natural for: lemon trees to have 
been planted near a wall for protection, as is often done today. Is it possible 
that there were lemon trees in the “Garden of Hercules”? 


So after many years of investigations one now finally knows, thanks 
to the effort of Jashemski, where the first lemons were found in 
Europe. 


With reference to the lemons knows in the Roman times Rainer W. 
Scora states: «The Romans were acquainted with lemons and 
probably sour oranges as well as citrons. Many citrus groves, 
however, were abandoned during the disintegration of their empire 
and simply vanished. The next advance and diffusion of citriculture 
in the West came through the rise of Islam and the Arab empire. By 
1150 A.D. the Arabs had brought citron, sour orange, lemon and 
pummelo into North Africa and Spain'®. However, J. Esteban 
Hernandez Bermejo and Expiraci6n Garcia Sanchez state that the 
lemon is of the tenth century!’. 


‘5S’ JASHEMSKI, Wilhelmin Feemster. (1979). The garden of Hercules at 
Pompeii. The discovery of a Commercial Flower Garden. In: American Journal of 
Archaeology, Vol. 83, N° 4, pp. 403-411. 

‘6 SCORA, Rainer W. (1975). On the History and Origin of Citrus. In: Bulletin of 
the Torrey Botanical club, Vol. 102, N° 6, pp. 369-375. Citation on p. 370. 

'T HERNANDEZ BERMEJO, J. Esteban & GARCIA SANCHEZ, Expiracién 
(1998). Economic Botany and Ethnobotany in Al-Andalus (Iberian Peninsula: 
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The great researcher John Hooper Harvey (1911-1997) was a British 
architectural historian, who specialised himself in writing on English 
Gothic architecture. On the other hand he was a pioneer in the field 
of garden history. His contribution to the gardening books and plant 
list of Islamic Spain is impressing, because effectively the Islamic 
contribution to horticulture was very important: 


Western Europe owes many plants as well as much horticultural technique 
to the dominion of the Moors in Spain from A.D. 711 to 1492. Under the 
Western Omayyad Caliphate of Cordova (929—1031) Andalusia was the 
highest centre of civilisation in the Euro-mediterranean region and 
produced scientific literature in all fields, linked with the immense Islamic 
culture in Arabic. Botany, Agriculture and Horticultura, with the 
Pharmacopoeia, formed-branches of a subject eagerly pursued by scholars 
and by practical collectors and cultivators. Though the debt of Europe, and 
of modern civilisation, to Arabic science is well known, the importance of 
the Islamic contribution to horticulture has not been sufficiently recognised. 

In Spain, even today, cultivation is at its best in the parts of the country 
longest under Moorish rule, or which took pains to preserve Moorish 
methods. Much knowledge was conveyed personally from the Muslims and 
their baptised descendants the Moriscos to the Christian Spaniards. Long 
before the expulsions (1492-1609) the Christians were learning from 
Arabic agricultural literature through translations into Latin and Castilian. 
Besides, many Christian Spaniards in Aragon, Andalusia, and Toledo were 
still bilingual. 


The Persian al-Dinawari'® (c. 820-895) known as the father of the 
Arab Botany, wrote a Book of Plants in Arabic. Yunus ib Ahmad al- 
Harrani’? brought this book to Spain around 880. The book of al- 


Tenth-Fifteenth Centuries), an Unknown Heritage of Mankind. In: Economic 
Botany, Vol. 52, N° 1, pp. 15-26. 

'8 Abu Hanifa Ahmad ibn Da'ud al-Dinawari. (1953). The book of Plants of Abu 
Hanifa A-Dinawari. Part of the alphabetical section (aleph to zain) edited from the 
unique MS. In the library of the University of Istanbul, with an introduction, notes, 
indices, and a vocabulary of selected words. Bernhard Lewin, ed. Uppsala 
Universitets Arrskrift, no. 10. Uppsala: Lundequistaska. 

Abu Hanifa Ahmad ibn Da'ud al-Dinawari. (1974). The book of plants. Part of the 
monograph section. Bernhard Lewin, ed. Wiesbaden: Steiner. 

') MEYERHOF, M. (1935). Esquisse d'histoire de la pharmacologie et botanique 
chez les musulmans d'Espagne. In: Al-Andalus, III, pp. 1-41. 


207 


Kaldani”’, born before 912 had been lost. In 951, the monk Nicholas 
translated in Arabic the illustrated manuscript of Dioscorides*' that 
the Caliph ‘Abd ar Rahman III (912-961) had received in 949 from 
the Byzantine Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus (913-959). 
Ibn Juljul?? wrote in 983 a supplement to Dioscorides. He was the 
physician of Caliph Hisham II (976-1009). A work of vital 
importance for the study of botany and agriculture is the Calendario 
de Cordoba written by Arib ben Said” in the 10" century. There is 
also an anonymous Jratado Andalusi de Agricultura; it origins from 
the tenth century‘. In the eleventh century, the original “School” in 
Cordova moved first-to Toledo and thereafter to Seville, and a close 
connexion with. Granada was—maintained. The physician and 
chemist, Ibn Wafid”*, from Toledo wrote the Compendio de 
Agricultura. » The Andalusian agronomist Ibn Bassel*° wrote a 
handbook on agriculture and gardening at the end of the eleventh 
century that he dedicated to al-Ma’mun?’. Then there was an Abu al- 
Jayr’®, from Sevilla who wrote the Treat of Agricultre. Tbn Hajjaj”’ 


O'LEARY, de Lacy (1949). How Greek Science passed to the Arabs, pp. 172- 
175; 

20 NAKOSTEEN, M. (1964). History of Islamic Origins of Western Education 
(Boulder, Colorado), p. 274. 

21 DIETRICH, A. (1988). Dioscorides Triumphans, 2 vols. Gottingen. 

22 O'LEARY, de Lacy (1949). How Greek Science passed to the Arabs, p. 171. 
NAKOSTEEN, M. (1964). History of Islamic Origins of Western Education 
(Boulder, Colorado), p. 252. 

3 DOZY (1961). Le Calendrier de Cordoue de l’année 961. E.J. Brill, Leiden. 
(ed., translation by Pellat.) 

4 LOPEZ LOPEZ, A. (1990). Un tratado agricola andalusi. C.S.LC. Granada. 

25 MILLAS VALLICROSA, José Maria (1943). La traduccién castellana del 
Tratado de Agricultura de Ibn Wafid. Al Andalus 8: N° 2, pp. 281-232. 

26 Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Bassal al-Tulaytuli (of Toledo). 

27 IBN BASSAL (1955). Libro de Agricultura, edited with Spanish translation by 
J.M. Millas Vallicrosa and M. Aziman (Tetuan, Instituto Muley el-Hasan 1955); 
cf. Millas Vallicrosa, Al-Andalus, XIII, 1948, pp. 347-430. 

BOLENS, L. (1981). Agronomes andalous du Moyen Age, Droz, Genéve-Paris. 

28 CARABAZA BRAVO, J. (1991). Tratado de Agricultura de Abu 1-Jayr, 
Instituto de Cooperacion con el Mundo Arabe, Madrid. 
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of Seville wrote “The Sufficiency” in 1073-1074 and the geographer 
Ibn Amr*? (d. 1094) a book on the plants and trees o Andalusia. Al- 
Tignari>', A Physician, as well as a good writer and an excellent 
poet, dedicated a treatise to the prince of Granada, Abu Tahir Tamim 
(d. 1125). One of the greatest of all mediaeval herbals was written by 
al-Ghafigi*” (d. 1166). The traveller Ibn Mufarraj*> (c. 1170-1240) 
continued a work on Dioscorides and on the lost books of Abu al- 
‘Abbas Ahmad al-Nabati** (“the Botanist”). In the twelfth century, 
there was also the immense encyclopaedia of Ibn al-Baitar*? on the 
medical virtues of plants, and even wrote-a Treatise on the Lemon. In 
the next century there was a Book of Agriculture of Ibn al- 


29 Abu-I-Khair Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hajjaj al-Ishbili. See GARCIA 
GOMEZ, E. (1945). Sobre Agricultura  arabigoespafiola (Cuestiones 
biobibliograficas). In: Al-Andalus, X, 1945, pp. 127-146. Citation on p. 137. 
CARABAZA BRAVO, J. (1988). Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hayyay: lo que basta 
saber sobre agricultura, 2 vols. Universidad de Granada. 

30 NAKOSTEEN, M. (1964). History of Islamic Origins of Western Education 
(Boulder, Colorado), p. 235. 

3! Abu 'Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Malik al-Tignari, see: GARCIA GOMEZ, E. 
(1945). Sobre Agricultura arabigoespafiola (Cuestiones biobibliograficas). In: Al- 
Andalus, X, 1945,,pp. 127-146. Citation on p. 137. 

GARCIA SANCHEZ, Expiraci6n (1987-1988). El tratado agricola del granadino 
al-Tighnari. In: Quaderni di Studi Arabi, Vols. V-VI: 278-291. 

2 ASIN PALACIOS, M. (1940). Tratado sobre las plantas. In: Al-Andalus, V, 
255-299. 

33 NAKOSTEEN, M. (1964). History of Islamic Origins of Western Education 
(Boulder, Colorado), p. 257. 

34 NAKOSTEEN, M. (1964). History of Islamic Origins of Western Education 
(Boulder, Colorado), p. 171. 

35 Abu Muhammad 'Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn al-Baitar Dhiya al-Din al-Malaqi, 
born at Malaga and died 1248 at Damascus. His great work was translated into 
SONTHEIMER, Joseph von (1840-1842). Grosse Zusammenstellung tiber 
Krafte der bekannten einfachen Heil- und Nahrungsmittel, von Abu Mohammed 
Abdallah ben Ahmed aus Malaga bekannt unter dem namen Ebn Baithar, (2 vols., 
Stuttgart, and into French by IBN EL-BEITHAR (1877-1883). Traité des 
simples. 3 vols. LECLERC. Notices et Extraits des manuscrits de la Bibliotheque 
Nationale et autres biblothéques, XXIII, XXV, XXVI, Paris. 
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‘Awwam’*, in which we see the term lemon. In the second half of 
the fourteenth century, Ibn Luyun wrote the Poem on Agriculture*’. 


There are still authors that believe that the lemon is a native of Arab 
lands,but all the Arabic names for citrus fruits are of foreign origin. 
On the other hand no Arabic author says that species of the genus 
Citrus is native to the Arabian Peninsula. In the first half of the 10" 
century, Al-Istakhri ascribes it explicitly to al-Mansurah, a port and 
southernmost Muslim outpost in Sindh, indicating that they have in 
their lands a fruit with a size of an apple which is called /imunah that 
is sour and very acid**. 


Al-Maqdisi*? (d. after 1000 A.D.) states that the Jaymunah belongs 
to Sindh. L. Ram6n-Laca*’ let us know that. Abu 1-Khayr*! from 


3 Abu Zakariya Yahya ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-'Awwam al-Ishbili (of 
Seville). The manuscript survived in the Royal Library at the Escorial and extracts 
were translated in 1751 by command of Ferdinand VI (1746-1759). The whole 
book was published in parallel Arabic text and Spanish translation by J.A. 
Banqueri, a canon of Tortosa (2 vols. Madrid 1802). A French translation, with 
improved identifications, was made by CLEMENT-MULLET, J.J. (1864-1867). 
Le Livre de l'Agriculture d'Ibn al-Awam, 2 vols., Paris. 

BANQUERI, J.A. (1802). Ibn al-Awwam: Kitab al-filaha. Libro de Agricultura. 
Imprenta Real, Madrid. There also exists a translation of 1888. 

37 GARCIA GOMEZ, E. (1945). Sobre agricultura arabigo-andaluza. In: AI- 
Andalus, vol. 10, pp. 127-146. 

DICKIE, James (1968). The Hispano-Arab Garden - its Philosophy and Function. 
In: Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, XX XI, pp. 237-248. 
EGUARAS, J. (1975). Ibn-Luyun: Tratado de Agricultura. Patronato de la 
Alhambra y Generalife. Granada. 

38 AL-ISTAKHRI (first half 10th century), Masalik al-Mamalik, ed. M. J. de 
Goeje (Leiden, 1870), p. 173. Cited by: 

GLIDDEN, Harold W. (1937). The lemon in Asia and Europe. In: Journal of the 
American Oriental Society, Vol. 57, N° 4, pp. 381-396. Citation on p. 382. 

3° AL-MAQDISI (1877). Kitab Ahsan al-Tagasim fi Ma’rifat al-Aqalim, ed. M.J. 
de Goeje, Leiden, p. 482. Cited by: 

GLIDDEN, Harold W. (1940). Some Supplementary Arabic Literature on the 
Lemon. In: Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 60, N° 1, pp. 97-99. 
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Your visit to Blanca, a village in the famous Ricote Valley 


Sevilla, in the 11" century, considered the lemon as cultivar of the 
citron. He astonished to see that Dioscorides nor Gallen had 
described them in their literature. 


The Tabula Rogeriana was drawn by Al-Idrissi in 1154 for the 
Norman King Roger II of Sicily, after a stay of eighteen years at his 
court, where he worked on the commentaries and illustrations of the 
map. The map, with legends written in Arabic, while showing the 
Eurasian continent in its entirety, only shows the northern part of the 


40 RAMON-LACA, L. (2003). The Introduction of Cultivated Citrus to Europe 
via Northern Africa and the Iberian Peninsula. In: Economic Botany, Vol. 57, N° 
4, pp. 502-514. 

41 IBN AL-‘AWWAM (1802). Kitab al-filaha. Libro de agricultura 1. Edited and 
translated by J.A. Banqueri, Imprenta Real, Madrid. 
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African continent and lacks details of the Horn of Africa and 
Southeast Asia. On the other hand, it was telling the king, among 
countless other cultural, floral and faunal details, about citrus trees 
he had witnessed elsewhere. The increasing fragrance of thousands 
of lemon trees - some planted for earlier emirs — wafted through 
the valley below Palermo’s Palazzo Normanni, well-watered by the 
ganat aqueduct system (Arabic etymological source for our word 
“canal”) that flowed from the surrounding mountains”. 


9" century 
Al-Dinawari Book of Plants 
10™ century 
Al-Kaldani Book lost 
Nicholas Dioscorides 
Tbn Juljul Supplement Dioscorides 
Arib ben Said Calendario Agricola 
Unknown Tratado Andalusi de Agricultura 
11™ century 
Ibn Bassel Handbook of agriculture 
Ibn Hajjaj The Sufficiency 
Ibn Amr Book on plants/trees 
Ibn Wafid Compendio de Agricultura 
Al-Tignari Esplendor del jardin y recreo de las mentes 
Abu al-Jayr Tratado de Agricultura 
12t century 
Al-Ghafiqi Mediaeval herbals 
Ibn Mufarraj Supplement Dioscorides 
Ibn al-Baitar Medical virtues of plants 
Treatise on the lemon 
Ibn al.’ Awwam Book of Agriculture 
13t century 
Tbn Luyun Tratado de Agricultura 


* HUNT, Patrick (2012). The Exotic History of Citrus. In: Paleobotany, October 
30. 
http://www.electrummagazine.com/2012/10/exotic-history-of-citrus/ 
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Arabic translation of Dioscorides “De Materia Medica”, Bagdad, 1224 CE 


Jacques de Vitry*? (d. 1240), bishop of Acre, describes a fruit 
common in Palestine which is certainly Citrus medica limon: 


Sunt praeterea aliae arbores fructus acidos, pontici videlicit saporis, ex se 
procreantes, quos appellant Jimones. Quorum succo in aestate cum carnibus 


43 VITRIACO, Jacobi de (1611). Hist. Iherosolym, cap. Ixxxv. in J. Bongars. 


213 


& piscibus libentissimeé utuntur, ed quodsit frigidus & exsiccans palatum, & 
provocans appetitum. 


Francesc Eiximenis“, in 1383, mentioned in his literature about 
Valencia various citrus fruits: grapefruit, oranges, limes, lemons and 
citrons (adzebrons, aranges, llimes, llimons and teronges). In the 
bilingual dictionary of Pedro de Alcala** we find that the name of 
lemon is laymun in arabic. Alonso de Herrera*® in a chapter of his 
General Agriculture speaks about the limones. 


The lemon was considered by Linnaeus to be-a variety of the citron 
(C. medica) and obviously closely related to it. Probably the lemon 
should be considered as a satellite species of the citron; possibly it 
may prove to,be of hybrid origin, perhaps having the citron and the 
lime for parent species. However, also a mutation of the citron could 
have been generated changes characteristics of the fruit resulting in a 
new variety, the lemon. 


In the edition of Al-Sagati*’ does not appear the term Jaymun but 
utruyy. The latter term designates, according to Andalusian works as 


“4 ALPERA, L. (1968). Los nombres trecentistas de boténica valenciana en 
Francesc Eiximenis. Institucién Alfonso El Magnanimo, Diputacion Provincial de 
Valencia, Valencia. 

45 ALCALA, Pedro de (1505). Vocabulista arauigo en letra castellana. J. Varela 
de Salamanca, Granada. 

46 HERRERA, G.A. de (1818). Agricultural general de Gabriel Alonso de 
Herrera, corregida segun el testo original de la primera edicion publicada en 1513 
or el mismo autor y adicionada por la Real Sociedad Econdémica Matritense 2. 
Imprenta Real, Madrid. 

47 CHALMETA GENDRON, Pedro (1968). El Kitab, p. 379. Cited by: 

CANO AVILA, Pedro (0000). El saber en Al-Andalus: textos y estudios, 
Volumen 2, p. 43. 

CHALMETA GENDRON, Pedro (1967). Kitab fi adab al-hisba (libro del buen 
gobierno del zoco) de al Saqati. In: Al-Andalus: revista de las Escuelas de 
Estudios Arabes de Madrid y Granada, Vol. 32, N° 1, pp. 125-162 and N° 2, 
pp.359-397. 

CHALMETA GENDRON, Pedro (1968). Kitab fi adab al-hisba (libro del buen 
gobierno del zoco) de al Saqati. In: Al-Andalus: revista de las Escuelas de 
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well as current dictionaries, the Cedar or Citrus medica L., tree of 
the Rutaceae family like the lemon tree. During centuries it was 
difficult to identify the lemon in passages from ancient authors, due 
to the absence during antiquity of a terminology to designate the 
different sorts of citrus fruits. 


Wooden engravings by an unknown author from Jacques Dalechamps' Historia generalis 
plantarum (1587) showing the lemon (lower right). Except for the insects added later, the lemon 
is a mirror images of an engraving from Andrea Mattioli's commentaries on Dioscorides' De 
materia medica, published in Venice in 1559. 


Estudios Arabes de Madrid y Granada, Vol. 33, N° 1, pp. 143-195 and N° 2, pp. 
367-434. 
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Spain, though an agricultural country, was at the time of Muslim 
conquest in 711 A.C, agriculturally underdeveloped. In the course of 
time, when cut off from the rest of the Muslim world, it was 
developed by the Hispano-Muslims to such an extent that it began to 
export even fruits; 'Arab geographers like Ibn Hawgal, who visited 
Spain towards the end of the second quarter of the 10th century, and 
Razi speak highly of the fertile lands of Spain. Ibn Hawgqal says that 
the major part of Spain, irrigated as it is by many rivers, is fertile. He 
adds that the living is cheap and the people in general lead a life of 
peace and prosperity*®. 

Ibn al-‘Awwam wrote about the system of plantation. The best fruit- 
bearing trees are those which are planted. Care was taken that 
gardens faced the east putting had trees in rows. With regards to the 
citrus trees one has to bear in mind that the small trees should be 
planted in the first row and near the gates of the gardens and the 
tanks — as al-rayhan, citron, jasmine, orange, lemon and others”. 


One thing is clear, the flourishing trade in lemons came to life in the 
Islamic period and probably the Ricote Valley was one of the first 
cultivated area in Spain. Today we see that the first place for lemons 
is the province Murcia and the second one the province of Malaga. 


Ricote of the Ricote Valley and the cultivation of lemons. 


In the XV century the Ricote Valley already cultivated lemons. The 
place “El Puerto de la Losilla”, about 5 km from the village of 
Blanca, was, in fact, a customs center, where the travellers coming 
from the roads of Toledo-Hellin and Yecla-Jumilla had to pay tax for 
their goods before continuing their voyage on the road to Murcia and 
vice-versa. During the visit of the visitors of the Order of St. Jacob, 
in 1498, it was stipulated that for every big load of lemons, 12 


48 IBN HAWQAL (1938). Ed. J.H. Kramers, p. 108. 
” LEVI-PROVENCAL, E. (1948). Toma de Valencia or el Cid. In: Al-Andalus, 
XIII, pp. 153-154. 


216 


maravedis had to be paid as tax*®. This tax was also applied to the 
big load of much more products. Examples: garlic, olive oil, grana 
(cochineal), rice, chickpeas, pine kernels, cumin, anise, honey, 
almonds, nuts, esparto, hemp, linen. In 1579, Pedro de Vega of the 
village Blanca traveled in mules’ train to Pastrana (Guadalajara) to 
sell in that town his lemons°!. The distance between Blanca and 
Pastrana is about 400 km and could easily take ten days that time. 


In a document issued on the 25“ March 1281 one observes the name 
of Larruelda de la Losilla’’, changing in 1285 the same in la Ruebda 
de la Losiella in another document*’. Jesis Joaquin Lopez Moreno 
states** «that we cannot yet prove-an Islamic history of the tower 
although, with these toponymies, one can appreciate that there 
existed a control passage during the Andalusian period.» 


Probably, there was indeed an Islamic history of this place seeing 
that in 778, 'Abd ar-Rahman, ibn Habib surnamed the Slav, agent of 
the caliph of Baghdad, landed on the shores of Tudmir and he could 
travel without difficulties to Valencia. To avoid similar events, the 
Umayyad emir then had to strengthen the eastern border along the 
Via Augusta, as he did on the northern border, raising a system of 
pie-watchman interrelated between them visually by means of 
towers and turrets. The watchman lighted torches during the nights 


5° TORRES FONTES, Juan (1982). Puerto de la losilla, Portazgo, torre y 
arancel. Miscelanea Medieval Murciana. Dpto. de Historial Medieval, Universidad 
de Murcia, Murcia. pag 77-85. See: Visita de la encomienda de Ricote, 
25.11.1498. Archivo Histérico Nacional. Seccidn OO. MM. Mss. Santiago Leg. 
1069 C N.° pp. 423-440. En: Excma. Diputacién Provincial-Murcia. Archivo 
Historico. - Servicio de Microfilm, rollo N.° 1 

5! Legajo 60, folio 4. Averiguacién de rentas y vecindario de Blanca. Afio 1586. 
Archivo General de Simancas, Seccion: Expedientes de Hacienda, rollo 17. En: 
Archivo de la Administracion Regional de Murcia. 

*? Archivo Histérico Nacional. Sec. Ordenes Militares, Uclés, 293, n° 1. 

*3 Archivo Histérico Nacional. Sec. Ordenes Militares, Uclés, 293, n° 2. 

54 LOPEZ MORENO, Jestis Joaquin (2008). La Torre del Puerto de la Losilla 
en la Historia. In: El Valle de Ricote a través de sus fortalezas, Madrid, pp. 75 and 
76. 
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and made smoke signals during the days’. The same could have 
happened with this important Roman road. 
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The Customs Tower at Puerto de la Losilla 


In a document issued on the 25 March 1281 one observes the name 
of Larruelda de la Losilla®®, changing in 1285 the same in la Ruebda 
de la Losiella in another document>’. Jess Joaquin Lépez Moreno 
states°® «that we cannot yet prove an Islamic history of the tower 


55> ANONIMO (1985). Villena en las calzadas romana y arabe, Ayuntamiento de 
Villena/Universidad de Alicante, p. 50. 

6 Archivo Histérico Nacional. Sec. Ordenes Militares, Uclés, 293, n° 1. 

57 Archivo Histérico Nacional. Sec. Ordenes Militares, Uclés, 293, n° 2. 

58 LOPEZ MORENO, Jestis Joaquin (2008). La Torre del Puerto de la Losilla 
en la Historia. In: El Valle de Ricote a través de sus fortalezas, Madrid, pp. 75 and 
76. 
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although, with these toponymies, one can appreciate that there 
existed a control passage during the Andalusian period.» 

Probably, there was indeed an Islamic history of this place seeing 
that in 778, 'Abd ar-Rahman, ibn Habib surnamed the Slav, agent of 
the caliph of Baghdad, landed on the shores of Tudmir and he could 
travel without difficulties to Valencia. To avoid similar events, the 
Umayyad emir then had to strengthen the eastern border along the 
Via Augusta, as he did on the northern border, raising a system of 
pie-watchman interrelated between them visually by means of 
towers and turrets. The watchman lighted torches during the nights 
and made smoke signals during the days’. The same could have 
happened with this important Roman road. 

In 1421, the Castilian King, John II of Castile, ordered that the 
Commander of Ricote should have a Christian in the Tower of 
Losilla and not a Muslim. However, in 1498. the situation was 
different as there was only an inn. Apparently, there was not a tower 
anymore in 1498 because the visitors of the Order of Saint James 
ordered to build a tower next to the porterhouse to protect and 
consolidate the place™. 

The six villages of the Ricote Valley had a control from time to time 
from the visitors or inspectors of the Order of Saint James. The 
Order of Saint James, was founded in Leon-Castile circa 1170. It 
was probably originally founded as an order of Augustinian canons 
regular to escort pilgrims to the shrine of St. James the Greater in 
Santiago of Compostella in Galicia. But King Ferdinand II of Leon 
soon set it to garrison the southern frontiers of Leon against the 
Almohads of al-Andalus. In this way, the Order of Santiago helped 
the Castilian Kings in conquering Muslim territories and they 
became as reward many territories from the King. 


5? ANONIMO (1985). Villena en las calzadas romana y arabe, Ayuntamiento de 
Villena/Universidad de Alicante, p. 50. 

6° TORRES FONTES, Juan (1982). Puerto de la losilla, Portazgo, torre y 
arancel. Miscelanea Medieval Murciana. Dpto. de Historial Medieval, N° 9, 
Universidad de Murcia, Murcia. pp. 57-86. Citations on pp. 61 and 70-72. 
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With the death of the eldest son and Castilian heir, Fernando de la 
Cerda, the struggle began for the succession to the throne of Castile. 
The struggle was between Fernando's sons, the infants de la Cerda, 
and his uncle, son of Alfonso X, the Infant Don Sancho. Future 
Sancho IV, promised, in a document dated March 25, 1281, to 
reward the Order of Santiago by donating the Ricote Valley, 
including Negra (Blanca), if they help him in his struggle for the 
crown. When being proclaimed king in Seville November 19, 1285, 
Sancho IV fulfills his commitment and gave to the Order of Santiago 
the Ricote Valley, their neighbourhoods, villages and places, for the 
support provided®!. 


Puy Maeso” indicates that as from 1511, the visitors went to see an 
area that is not documented in the previous books. It was a plot that 
the mayor had acquired through barter with another orchard. The 
new space people defined as a beautiful garden and through it one 
could move to another house that the House of the Knights had near 
to that. The plot that according to the visit of 1515 contained lime 
trees, orange trees, vine arbors, cedar trees, lemon trees and other 
trees are declared when the inspector described the House of the 
Knights. This home is currently the edifice of the Convent of San 
Diego, inhabited by the Daughters of the Cenacle. It is in the street 
Encomienda, and it still has a small garden next to the building. A 
pool, that collects the water brought by the canal 7*2, irrigates the 
sword. This is conceivably the same beautiful garden mentioned in 
the texts of 1511 and 1515. The translated description of the visit in 
1515 is as follows: 


Visit to the House of Knights. 

Then they visited some houses that the House of the Knight has in said 
town of Ricote, which they found in a very good state. The entrance has a 
small doorway with its door, lock and key. Moreover, then there is a small 


6! RIOS MARTINEZ, Angel (1999). Blanca, una pagina de su historia: Epoca 
mora. 

6 PUY MAESO, Arnald (2012). Criterios de construccién de las huertas 
andalusies. El caso de Ricote (Murcia Espafia), p. 188 and 387. (Ph.D. Thesis, 
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona). 
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patio with a bathhouse on three pillars of plaster and a palace on the left 
hand. Moreover, in this palace they found placed the missing beams that 
the past visitors instructed to place. Moreover, on the right hand there is 
another palace well repaired. Moreover, then there is a quarter of this 
establishment that had been newly made, above and below, whole 
bleached. Moreover, in the other part of that new room there is a transposed 
room suitable as stable and another door that leads to another street. 
Moreover, here a sunken wall was found that needed repair. In the said 
transposed room there is a small door which goes to the orchard of lime 
trees, orange trees, grapevines and many cedar trees and lemon trees and 
other trees very well treated. It is necessary to repair the roof of the old 
establishment again and.to pickle the bank portals. And what was left over 
will be preserved. at the end of the visit to the House of the Knights. 
Moreover, one found accomplished all what previous visitors instructed to 
do in these houses. 


Some uses of Lemon in the time of Al-Andalus 


The uses of lemon were first described in detail by Ibn-Jami, a 
Jewish physician at the court of Saladin (1171-1193 A.D.), in a 
treatise*? now lost on the medical uses of the lemon. However, the 
original has been fortunately preserved in an in extenso quotation in 
ibn-al-Baytar's (d. 1248) Al-Kitab al-Jami’ fi al-Adwiyah al- 
Mufrad™, a well known pharmacopoeic work: 


Le limon se compose de trois parties qui different de qualites d'emploi: 
l'écorce, la pulpe (ou la partie acide) et les grains. L'écorce, quand on la 
mache, a beaucoup d'amertume, une légére acreté et une astringence 
latente. Elle a, de plus, une aromaticité manifeste, ce qui prouve qu'elle est 


6 TBN-ABI-USAYBI'AH (1882). 'Uyun al-Anba' fi Tabaqat al-Atibba', Cairo, p. 
115. 

64 LECLERC, L. (1883). Traité des Simples par Ibn el-Beithar. In: Notices et 
extraits des manuscrits de la Bibliothéque Nationale, XX VI (1883), pt. 1, pp. 255- 
262. See also: 

NAVARRO, Maria Angeles (1990). Un avance de metodologia para el estudio 
del Kitab al-Yami’ de Ibn Al-Baytar. In: Ciencias 

de La Naturaleza En Al-Andalus. Textos y Estudios I, Editados por E. Garcia 
Sanchez. Tomo I, pp. 71-79. 
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d'une chaleur a peu prés tempérée et d'une sécheresse évidente. Elle est 
chaude au commencement et séche a la fin du second degré. En vertu de 
son amertume, de son astringence et de son aromaticité, elle fortifie 
l'estomac. Elle a la propriété d'exciter l'appetit, d'aider a la digestion, de 
parfumer I'haleine, d'exciter et d'assainir les viscéres, de fortifier le coeur et 
de rectifier les humeurs malsaines. C'est aussi un antidote contre l'action 
des poisons et des baves infectées de virus. Voila pourquoi elle est 
considérée comme médicament. Comme aliment, elle est indigeste, passe 
lentement et nourrit peu, ce qui tient a ce qu'étant dure et résistante, elle est 
difficile 4 macher. Sa saveur et son odeur persistent longtemps dans les 
viscéres. Le limon est juteux. On le mange aprés l'avoir dépouillé de son 
écorce extérieure et jaune, jusqu'a ce qu'il soit mis au nu et recouvert 
seulement de cette pellicule mince et blanche qui ressemble 4 celle de 
l'oeuf. On peut l'exprimer aussi en conservant son écorce. 


Lemon juice is diuretic; the leaves and the skin of the lemon be used 
as antidotes against certain poisons, as is anise. 


Abraham Maimonides was fond of lemon candy® or lemon cake. 
According to Dozy, this is a sort of lemon pastille that was served as 
dessert®’. 


Syrup of Lemon: Take lemon, after peeling its outer skin, press it and take 
a ratl of juice, and add as much of sugar. Cook it until it takes the form of 
a syrup. Its advantages are for the heat of bile; it cuts the thirst and binds 
the bowels®*. 


6° HERNANDEZ BERMEJO, J. Esteban & GARCIA SANCHEZ, Expiracién 
(1998). Economic Botany and Ethnobotany in Al-Andalus (Iberian Peninsula: 
Tenth-Fifteenth Centuries), an Unknown Heritage of Mankind. In: Economic 
Botany, Vol. 52, N° 1, pp. 15-26. Citation on p. 24. 

6° FENTON, Paul B. (1982). A meeting with Maimonides. In: Bulletin of the 
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, Vokl. 45, N° 1, pp. 
1-4. 

67 DOZY, R. (1881). Supplément aux Dictionnaires arabes, Leyde, E.J. Brill, Vol. 
II, p. 328. Cited by FENTON, Paul B. (1982). A meeting with Maimonides. In: 
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, 
Vokl. 45, N° 1, pp. 1-4. 

68 ANONYMOUS Cookbook of the 13th Century. See: 

AUSTIN, Thomas (1888). Two Fifteenth-Century Cookery-Books. Harleian MS. 
279 & Harl. MS. 4016, with extracts from Ashmole MS. 1429, Laud MS. 553, & 
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Moses Maimonides wrote two Treatises on the Regimen of Health: 
Fi Tadbir al-Sihhah and Magqalah fi Bayan Ba'd al-A'rad wa-al- 
Jawab 'anha. Reading them one observes that sick men could have 
a strong or weak medication. In the case, there was not a physician 
available Maimonides advises using a weak medication. Among the 
different food products, Maimonides suggests using lemon syrup: 


As for the weak medications, they are: the extraction of blood by 
scarification of the legs or the upper parts of the body; softening the belly 
with the two mannas, prunes, cherries, violets, refined syrup of roses; and 
their like; emesis with barley water, or oxymel, or radish, or orach seeds, or 
melon roots, and their like; mild clysters, like the injection of barley gruel, 
or a decoction of bran, or aquamel, or oil alone, and the like of these; 
lightening the food by taking the customary drinks prepared from sugar, or 
honey, or*barley water, or kashk of barley, or soaked bread crumbs, or a 
little bread in a broth for the sick; medication with the healthy 
medicaments, that is to say, things that are often taken by the healthy like 
the renowned syrups, such as the syrups of oxymel, roses, lemon, violet, 
and their like, and the preserves that are similar, that is, preserved roses, 
preserved violets, preserved myrobalans, and their like; taking decoctions 
compounded of light and safe medicaments, like liquorice, maidenhair, 
oxtongue, endive seeds, citron rind, sea holly, asparagus roots, the bark of 
endive roots, fennel, parsley, seeds of the gourd, purslane seeds, cucumber 
seeds, melon seeds, the stem of the marshmallow and its seeds, and their 
like; infusions compounded from the fruits, seeds and flowers that are 
customary for the healthy to take, and infusion of tamarind. All these are 
light remedies. 


In another Chapter, Maimonides advises that the regimen of health 
for the stools should be soft, and again one observes that the lemon 
is used: 


Abul Marwan ibn Zuhr, may God bless him, has said that the best thing for 
softening the stools is an infusion of rhubarb with tamarind. But what this 


Douce MS 55. London: for The Early English Text Society by N. Trtibner & Co., 
1888. 

® BAR-SELA, Ariel; HOFF, Hebbel E.; FARIS, Elias; MAIMONIDES, 
Moses (1964). two Treatises on the Regimen of Health: Fi Tadbir al-Sihhah and 
Magqalah fi Bayan Ba'd al-A'rad wa-al-Jawab ‘anha. In: Transactions of the 
American Philosophical Society, New Series, Vol. 54, N° 4, pp. 3-50. Citations on 
pp. 21, 23, 31 and 37. 
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minor Servant looks upon as the best with which to soften the stools when 
constipated, considering what was mentioned to him about the temperament 
of our Master, is to choose a lemon broth prepared with a fat hen, much 
carthamus, sugar, lemon juice, and beets in the water in which they were 
boiled. 


Maimonides states that it is improper for anyone to consume food in 
which spoilage has appeared. On the contrary, he endeavors to 
partake of sweet food with a little of the sour, among them lemon 
juice and lemon water: 


Likewise, one should drink waters that are sweeter, clearer, and cooler. If 
one loathes sweet foods, he should temper his meal with a little of the sour, 
or with something that has a noticeable saltiness or astringence in its taste, 
like dishes cooked in verjuice, vinegar, lemon, barley sauce, sumac, quince, 
or pomegranate seeds. These foods, though they. lack the virtues of the 
sweet and provide but little nourish- ment, are beneficial. First, they are not 
loathsome. Then, some of them dissolve the phlegm in the stomach and are 
appetizing, like pickled dishes; some resist putrefaction and remove it, like 
dishes infused with vinegar and lemon-water, and some strengthen the 
stomach and close its orifice, like those that are cooked in sumac, 
pomegranate seeds, quinces or verjuice. One should rely on these foods all 
one can. 


Moreover, when it comes to the dishes, Maimonides again suggests 
that they should be sweet in taste or have in them a little or just 
perceptible sourness. Also, here one sees the importance of lemon: 


The Dishes: As far as possible the dishes should be sweet in taste or have in 
them a little or just perceptible sourness. [shall herewith mention a number 
of dishes, so that our Master may choose from them those appropriate for 
each and every occasion, because our Master already knows the virtues of 
most of the foods, and a physician will not fail to be at hand to be relied 
upon in this regard. The first is hens or roosters, boiled or broiled in a pit, 
or steamed, or cooked with chervil, or cooked in water into which green 
fennel is cast; these dishes are suitable in the winter time. Those cooked in 
water to which lemon juice, cedrat pulp or mixed lemons are added, are 
suitable in the summer time. Those prepared with almonds, sugar, lemon 
juice and wine are suitable in every season. 
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Eating lemon peels 


It is rather strange to see people in the Ricote Valley eating lemon 
peels. However, they believe that eating a lemon fruit is the antidote 
for all poisons and sicknesses. They are doing so because their 
ancestors did so. In fact, what they do not know is that the lemon 
peels have attractive, active ingredients that are used in the 
pharmaceutical industry: 

-Hesperidin” 

-Diosmin”! 

-Eriocitrin”” 

-Lemon Bioflavonoid” 


Conclusions 


With respect to the most ancient town Ricote of the Ricote Valley, 
research determined that terraces in Ricote were built between 706 
A.D. and 778 A.D. These building were undertaken by some of the 
first Arabic-Berber tribes entering the Iberian Peninsula. This 
information means that the Ricote Valley is not only the latest 
Islamic exit in Spain in 1614, but now also can be regarded as the 
first Islamic entrance. 


7 FUKUCHI, Yoshiko & others (2008). Lemon Polyphenols Suppress Diet- 
induced Obesity by Up-Regulation of mRNA Levels of the Enzymes Involved in 
B-Oxidation in Mouse White Adipose Tissue. In: Journal of Clinical Biochemistry 
and Nutrition, Vol. 43 (3), pp. 201-209. 

ie http://www.gnc.com/graphics/product_images/pGNC1- 
6954460_gnclabel_pdf.pdf 

” HIRAMITSU, Masanori (2014). Eriocitrin ameliorates diet-induced hepatic 
steatosis with activation of mitochondrial biogenesis. In: Scientfic Reports, 4, N° 
3708, pp. 1-11. 
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http://wellnessnewsonline.net/global_edition_1_14/productfeature/carotomaxtalks 
heet.pdf 
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The idea of Jesus Joaquin Lopez Moreno that the tower of Puerto de 
la Losilla already existed in the Islamic time is gaining ground. 


It is still difficult to state in which moment exactly the husbandmen 
started with the cultivation of lemons in Ricote and the other villages 
of the Ricote Valley, being Abaran, Negra (Blanca), Ojos, Ulea and 
Villanueva de Segura. Probably it was the XV century. Today, with 
95% of the total production, the province Murcia is the most 
important producer of lemons in Spain. With the figures now at 
hand, the Ricote Valley was the first producer of lemons in the 
province Murcia and-Spain. According to their particular agricultural 
method, the lemons of this Valley.can be considered to be of a 
superior quality. 
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For more information direct yourself to: 


Municipal Tourist Office 

Avenida Rio Segura — 

Centro de Interpretacion de la Luz y el Agua 
30540 Blanca (Murcia) Spain 

Telephone: 00 34 968 775 093 

Fax: 00 34 968 778 661 

Mobil: 00 34 649 928 851 

Email: turismovallericote@gmail.com 


Websites: 

http://www.turismovallericote.com/ 
http://www.amigosdelvalle.es/ 
https://www.facebook.com/valle.dericoteinagotable 
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Glauca, “Sabor a Pucllo™ 


VISITAS Y RUTAS DE INVIERNO 


Naturaleza 

Del Arte 

Guisos de la abuela 
Descubre Blanca 


Ademas Degustaciones, Catas y Sorteos 
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Your visit to Blanca, a village in the famous Ricote Valley 
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In 10 lenguages 


